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Ex Adib. Sab. 
Mart. 27. 1663, 


—_ LEE 


The ever Honoured, 


+ My truly Noble and Virtuous Friend, 
The Ornament-of her Countrey, 
_ and Glory of her Family, 


Mrs. BRIDGET SEYMOUR, 
of Hanford-houſe, in the Coun- of 
ry of DORSGEL. © 


P29 Crave your Pardon, for 
ſo long detaining that 
which you have ſo de- 
firouſly - expected. And 
MB now, that I do expoſe 
| > <Y9 it to publick view, when (a) Mrs. 
aw 1 caſt about in my thonghts, ro whom to 4» Philps,y 
© dedicate it, I could not but retain a grate- ® OY 1 
ful memory, of the many noble favours, (45) wrs, 
whereby your worthy Relations, v'z. Mary Speab * 
your ( a) Mother and your (b ) Aunt, aid of Whit- 
ever oblioe me, Neither muſt I be fo ir- lackinton, 


5 both 1n 
A 2 relig10Us, g,werſr- 


ſhires 


, -, "oe Epiſtle 
religious, as not to have a more than or- 
(<) Prov. dinary reſpect, for that (c) true Piety 
$8.49" and goodneſs wherein they excel. But 

= A . 
4,5, 5,9, When I remember, that you have fo fair- 
c. 4.14,16. 1y Written after their copy, (4) that the 
I Thel. 1. vertues of both are viſible in you ; 1o 
2,34556- that any thing redounding to your jult 
2 hel. 1. raiſe, will tend alſo to their honour : 
"xy praiſe, will tend a 0 a 
- Philem. 4. 2nd ſeeing your firſt pregnancy gave me 
5,6,7, This occaſion of preſenting you with my 
Rev. 2.2,3, thoughts on this ſubject in a ſhort ſcheme, 
= _— which I have now thus enlarged ;,and you 
|. (4) 2 Joh. were pleaſed ( as your courteous manner 
4, 20 ever was) to accept It with that thank- 
- 3]Joh.s, fulneſs, as if it had been ſome greater 
i + 5% matter, and as if it had been of ſome uſe 
| to you in that condition. Therefore 1 
humbly crave leave of thoſe my oblige- 
ing iriends, to dedicate this plece to you 
only. And had 1 no other errand to ap- 
pear in Print, this were enough ; zo re/! 
the world for their imitation, that he muſt 
Travel far, and ſeek long among our No- 
| bility and Gentry, that ſhall find any of 
þ- » more ingenuity, of more devotion to 
God, more obedience and reverence to 
Parents ; more courtecſie and reality 1n 
aftable converſation, more prudence and 
4 modeſty in your ſpeeches and deport- 
Ee: ment, more reſpect to pious Minilters, 
| more happy in your memory to retain 
what 


 Dealcatory. 
what you heard, more pious In your re- 

tention to commit it to writing next day 

for your private uſe, when you were in 

your ſingle eſtate, and the flower of your 

age; a ſeaſon whercin others of your quali- 

ry do mind ſome leſſer things 1n jeſt, bat no- 

thing in earneſt. This made-you amiable 

in the eyes of all that knew you, but e- 
ſpecially to him, who 1s now your yoak- 

fellow, a Gentleman of whoſe worth Roz. Sy- 
many ſay ſo mach, that I need ſay no- mw Eg; 
thing. And indeed in the judgment por 
all that know you, what can be ſaid more County of 
for the proof of his wiſdom, (a) than his Doypet: 
making juch a choice ? Yet, I dovwbt not, (4) Prov. 
but his (6b) tenderneſs and faithfulneſs 1%: 22- 
to you, and his moſt happy 1mmuntty from cy, ” +4 
the gentile wices of * this degenerate age, (b) Eph. s. 
will give you real cauſe of continual 25, ad 33. 
Thankfulneſs, to that good Providence Mar. 19. 5. 
which firſt wedded your hearts together. 7 F©*+3: 7+ 
Bat that which adds to your fame, and 

doth indeed crow? all, 1s, (c ) your Per-(c) Perſte 
ſeverance, Your married eſtate hath not ——_— | 
marred- your pious diſpoſition ; your leftorum oft; 
Ioze to Husband and Children, not ali- Bern. Ser. © 
enated your /ove from him who loved parv. 
you firſt, and 1s himſelf altogerher lovely. Serm. 6I. 
Your commands and cares over your _ 4h, 
own ſervants hath not made you negli- Co | 
zent of your Maſter in Heaven ; nor your -* + * 
A323 dom3- _-F 


x 


- >, 2, 
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| The Epiſtle 
( a) Eph. domeſtick family-affairs, diverted your 
A 15- Conſcience from living (4) as a Aem- 
(v) a ha- er of the houſhold of Faith and the family 
rum rerum Of God. Go on, I beſeech you; ( for | 
&-glorie know your Chriſtian Wiſdom and Mode- 
tranſitorie ſty will turn my commendations into ad- 
426 rap monitions ) I befeech you, I ſay, to go 
Toby eff | | 

operatus ON, and to let the world ſee, that Piety 
contemp- 1s not inconſiſtent with.(b) Gallantry, 
£m. Bern. that 1t 1s not ( abſolutely ) impoſſible, for 4 
-P.23- Camel to go through the eye of a Needle, 
(c) Efto h " es L 

rebis ac fa. DAL ONE May be a Gentlewoman, Or a La- 
eultativis dy, and Yer Elett ;, that noble diſpoliti- 
Ez in viti ons do yet remain in ( ſome ) noble 
_ — -e- breaſts ; that ſome there may be, who 
=> agg are both rich in the world, and rich to- 
moriens non wards God, And let me further intreat 
obliviſcaris YOu, to be always learning that Leſlon, 
& ad ej15 which can never be too exattly learnt, Viz. 


Cultum atg; 1h 
& and how to be 
honoremy ww c) (C0) know how to abound, 


ferendam ti. J#1l, how to uſe this world, as not abuſing 
bi ſubRtanti-it, and to rejoyce, as if we rejoyced nor, 
am tuam for the time 1s ſhort. . It is but a little rime 
Memntens, ere he that ſhall come will come. W here- 
_— ; -_ fore, the Lord burn up within us the re- 
2ifſ cogyoſ. Mainders of our droſs and tin, that when 
es. Saivia- this droſſie degenerate world ſhall be con- 
nus ad Ec- ſy7:ed by fire, there may not be found /o 
Clef cath. ;1uch of the world in our hearts, as ſhall 
. 407. P- make us fit fewel for everlaſting burnings. 
\ Per. 3.9, He gives us more believing apprehenſi- 
| WHlge » = | ons, 


© ——— rm 


| 


Dedicatory. | 

ons, and lively affeCtions, after the ever- 
laſting enjoyment of himſelf, in that Hea- 

ven of heavens, where they neither mar- Mar. 12, 
ry, nor are given nm marriage, 'where they ? m7 . 


know none after the fleſh, where they bun- ww 


ger and thirſt no more, where they have gey, 5. 16. 


perpetual light, yet no uſe of Sz or Rev.21.27. 
Afoon, or any ſublunary comforts, but 
are as the Angels of God, (1. e. ) fully at reſt 
in their deſires, becauſe with the Lord, 1 Theſ. 4, 
who is the center of Spirits, iz whoſe pre- 17- 
ſence is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 16.1. 
hand are ſach Pleaſures for evermore, that 
they never thirſt after the preſent de- 
lights of the ſons of men, but ſcorn the very 
thoughts of any mortal enjoyments z and 
I am much miſtaken in my conceptions 
of Eternity, if it prove not ſome addi- 1 Thel, 2. 
ton to my joy before God for ever, if this 72% 
Book of mine ( whoever elſe diſregard it ) © Pr 
may be ( as I hope it will) an inſtrumen- 
tal cauſe of real addrion to your Grace, a 
help to your joy in believing, and a ſup- 
port to you in the time of need. Bur, 
this I leave wholly to the powerful bleſ- 
ſing of that God, whoſe 1 am, and whom 
I ſerve. And, God forbid that I ſhould 
ſm againſt him, in ceaſing to Pray for you, 
that you may be inwardly fill4 with all 
the fulnefs of God, and may outwardly 
ſhine, not in coſtly array, but (which be- 
= A 4 cometh 


he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
profeſſmg godlineſs ) in good 


3 Tim. 2. cometh. women” 

9, 10- "works, that the dayes of your tranquility 

x Fer: 3: 3 may be lengthened, that you may ſe our 
4&3 5» . O 4 | , 

Prov. 31. ©/Madrens children, and peace upon Iſrael, that 

' 28, 29, mwherem other daughters have done vertuouſly, 

| 04 7:ay frrive to excel them all ;, that ſo your 

Children may riſe up and call you bleſſed, and 

your Husband alſo may praiſe you, that you 

may patiently run your race, and faithfully 

finiſh your courſe, that when you have con- 

flicted with all the dangers and inconve- 

niencies of your Pilgrimage, you may re- 

ceive the end of your faith, and, in a good 

old age enter into reſt, If my tongue doth 

not always uſe theſe very words, yet my 

foul ſhal] thus Pray: for you without ceaſing, 

till I my ſelf ſhall ceaſe to be: till when, 


I crave leave to ſubſcribe, 


Tour ever aevoted Servant 


in the things of Chriſt, 


ED Bi © 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


Good Reader, | "".Y 
; IS by the providence of God, that the 
hearts of his Servants are inclined 


to cull ſome one, ſome another part 

of Scripture, which formerly lay fallow ; 

that no one ſpot of ſo good a Soil, may re- 

ain barren and unimproved for the uſe and 
comfort of the faithful, 

| As our neceſſities are various, ſo are the 


ij proviſions layed in for #5 : The Life of Faith 


is one of the nobleſt prattical arguments which 


' can beinſiſted upon, and the Lord hath ſtirred 


up many to travail in it with good ſucceſs; but 
tho they have almoſt looked into every creek 
and turning of humane conver [ation,and abun- 
aantly proved what influence Faith hath upon 
the ſeveral duties and conditions, which the 
children of God paſs through ; yet I know not 
how this particular of noting Faith upon Gods 
providence 1n Child-bearing,zs generally over- 
looked : And though it be one of the moſt 1mpor- 
rant Concernments of mankind, (the peopling 
of the World, and the multiplying of the 
Church, depending thereupon ) yet in thoſe 
large Treatiſes which have been-written of Li- 
ving by Faith, you ſhall nor find one word of 
airettion for this Caſe. 

Certainly "tis a matter of Faith, as well as o- 
ther things ſo copiouſly there inſiſted upon, Heb. 
11.11. Anda Promiſe zs made to encotrage 
that Faith, 1 Tim. 2, 15. And the danger 
| | exceeding 
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rs "The Epiſtle, Fe. 
exceeding great both to Mother and Child: To 
the Mother, becauſe the ſorrow and pains of 
Travel are a monument of God's d:ſpleaſure 
againſt Sin, Gen. 3. 16. Tothe Child, becauſe 
he is way-layed by a ſentence of death, as 
he ts coming to the world, Gen. 2. 17. Be- 
ſides, many good Women have ated in thoſe 
bitter and ſharp pains,as Rachel,and Phine- 
has his wife : Surely tbe beſt, need ro be fortifi- 
ed againſt ſuch obvious fears, and ſomething 
ſhould have been thought on, to be ſuggeſted 
for their relief. : 

But ants rye was reſerved for this faith- 
ful ſervant/ of Chriſt, :7ro whoſe heart God 
hath put = write a Treatiſe of this Subjeft, 
with great, diligence and accuracy : [t hath 
formerly ford good acceptance, and being now ]. 
Corrected and inlarged, will (1 doubt not) 
meet with the like ſucceſs again. The Matter is 
uſeful, the Style grave and lolid, the Medita- 
tions proper 4nd well-enforced ; and m 4 
matter not handled, various and large, ever 
to admiration ; therefore I could not let my 
Friend's Book, oo, without expreſſing the ſatiſ- 


Fattion and contentment 1 took in it, and 


begging thy Prayers for a Bleſſing on it and 
him, tbat God would lengthen his dayes, and 


give him an increaſe of Health and Gifts, 
that he may furniſh us with more ſuch uſe- 
ful Tratts : I am | 


' Thy Servant in the Lords Work, 
Tie. Manton. 


1 
> 
4 
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TO THE | 
Chriſtian Reapexs. 


OME have diſputed, whether the 
Invention of Printing and Guns, have 
done more harm than good. I ſhall 
not determine. Only thisI dareſay, 

that where Guns have ſlain their thouſands, 

the Preſs hath ſlain zts ter thouſands, . And 
the latter kind of ſlaughter .is more deplo- 
rable, becauſe it reaches to mens Souls. 

Of this miſery there will be no end, while Con- 

troverſles a up our time, or Novelties take 

with our fancy. Ihaving now ſome lealure 

( whereof, as even a Heathen ſaid, I muſt 

give an account) I bethought my lelf, 

wherein I might be moſt ſerviceable to 

my generation, and bring moſt glory to -y 

God and Saviour. Therefore knowing that 

the Preſs will reach thoſe who are other- 

wiſe out of my reach, I reſolved in ſome 
lefler piece firſt, to make an efſay how any 
thing of mine would paſs in the world. 

And thinking it preſumption ( yea fome- 

thing worſe ) to tranſcribe, and pick both 

method, matter, and words, out of other 

authors, pretending a new treatiſe upon a 


- w_ 
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The Epiſtle 
beaten argument, which others had bet- 
ter handled before 'finding alſo by experi- 
ence, that ſome late needleſs Writers have | 
done the Church more diſſervice, by taking off © 
the minds of men from more ancient Authors, - 
than real ſervice by putting plain truth only 
into a finer mode y 1 did therefore conclude, 
to accept of that for my theam, which all 
Divines (for ooghtI can find ) have as with 
one conſent lefr untoucht, as if they had 
bequeathed it to me to handle. So that I 
hope, all-ingenious Readers will be more 
candid to me, whatever imperfeCtions their 
CE |. critical eyes may here diſcover, confider- 
&* Ituy off + 58 p2d6?- 
von tyits 10g. * that I could not plow with another 
S uthoribus mans Heifer, nor boaſt in another mans Line 
| Tia, nes of things made ready to my hand, but was 
& 944 pere- forced to break the Ice my ſelf, to walk in 
4 874127k 2- an untrodden path, and to ſpin the thread 
MINAS EX- | 
F etat. Out of my own bowels. ' And I hope, that 
Nemo ap1d among the many women with child, ir may 
Enos qu light into the hands of ſome, that are ſeri- 
geaem t?8- ous, humble, and teachable ; whom I 
Plin, pref would intreat to perule it deliberately, ( if 
Hiſt. nar, */ey pleaſe ) a chapter in a day, ſeconding þ 
Jud. 14.13 it wich Meditation and Prayer; and if they - 
2 Cor. 10. thus go through it.in order, I queſtion nor, 
2 * but if I never hear of them,+ yer God ſhall 
ſoon hear their voice of thankſgiving, for 
ſome benefit by ir. As for others, 1 have 
this only requeſt to them, that they would let it 
paſs quietly till ſome abler head ſhall furniſh ihe 
a work 
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' ſome of them, our Chriſtian compaſſion that we £ 


offered,to promore their preparation for travel. 


- 14 


fo the ' Reader. 


world with a better : * Which I ſhould be © Ezo quod I 
right glad to ſee. And, ſaving my rever- 9 14 je- 
ence to thole abler heads, 1 cannot under- one — 
. SE , d . pe 0, / 
ſtand why this poinc ſhould be held fo in- 4,js ix 4- 
conſiderable, as to be below the ſtudies of any dem circo 4 
of our voluminous learned Clerks, who yer #74 ad | 
have the leaſure ana condeſcention to write po- _ . 
lemical Treatiſes, about very {mall matters. ory 
Surely, Women in this condition have their pe- 
culiar duties, and their peculiar motives ro at- 
ligence in them; and their number 1 conſiae- 
rable. They are a worthy part of the Commu- 
&/'2 then eſpecially, when breeding ;, for much 
Of the comfort of the preſent generation, and £ 
the honour of God, and future beetng of his 
Church in ſucceeding generations, 15 concerned 
in thoſe Infants yet un-born. Weknow that 
thor dangers are many, that their dayes are 
frequently ſhortned by travel, that therr ſouls 
are precious,and therefore how precious ſhould _ 
be * to us any opportunity, + of acquainting + Job w. 
them with God,with their duty to him, to ther ; 
own ſouls, and-to the children they go with. 
Surely,our Relation to,or Acquaintance with 


owe to all of them, doth oblige us, not only to 
wiſh their happy deliverance,but,as occaſion 1s 


. And from this pious intention I ſuppole 
it was, that Mr. Deering at the end of his 
works hath a Godly prayer, fitted for Wo- 
men with child. I ſhall here tranſcribe it. 

A Prayer 


OO ET 


A Prayer before Child-birth. | 


Ll " wayes are juſt, Oh dear Father, 
and thy judgments are true altogether, 
For worthily doth man live in the ſweat of his 
face, and thewoman bring forth childrenwith 
much pain andtravel, and with great danger. 
Yea, O merciful Father, this pain is not a ſuffi- 
cient puniſhment for the grievous tranſgreſſions 
wherewith we and our fore-fathers have tranſ- 
greſſed thy moſt holy will. The puniſhment is 
inreſpett of our demerits too ſmall,but in reſpett 
of our weakneſs too great for us,without thee, 
endure. Wherefore,as I acknowledg,O mercis 
ful Father, this travel in child birth, which 
now approacheth,to be a juſt reward of my ma- 
nifold fins,ſo I acknowledge alſo thyready Arm 
of defence, ſtretched out over me, and over all 
them that call upon thee infaith. Grant there- 
fore O dear Father, that I may pray in faith, 
and patiently wait for that time of my travel, 
that I may thankfully and conſt antly endure it 
when it ſhall be preſent : Knowing that though 
1 then feel ſome taſt of the reward of ſin, yet I 
feel not all ; and that little which I then feel, 
thou doſt preſently reward with comfort and 
gladneſs, when a child is born into the world. 
The which comfortable and glad iſſue,grant me 
O Lord,zif it be thy good pleaſure; and having 
eceived ſuch fruit of my body; grant me more» 
over wiſdom and ſjrength to bring it up in 
| thy 


A Prayer. 

thy fear, and to travel (as it were) again with 
it, till itbe born again into a heavenly life, to 
the glory of thy holy name,and my greater joy : 
' That ſo it may finally in Chriſt Feſus be parta- 
ker of thoſe blefſings,which thou doſt plentifully 
' rain down upon the faithful and their ſeed for 
ever. And becauſe I am not worthy to preſent 


this my ſuit to 2 heavenly Majeſt y of my ſelf, 
- 4 moſt wretched and ſinful Woman ; I offer ut 
in the name, in the righteouſneſs, and inthe 
ffrength of my Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt 3 
praying furthermore as he taught us to pray, 
/ Onr Father, QC. 


Dr. W. Gonge in his Domeſtick Datyes 
hath another prayer for them, not here 


tranſcribed. 


_— "—_ kd 


Sure I am, that all big-bellyed women 


had need to remember themſelves, andto conſs- Luk. rg, 
der the things that belong to their peace before 42. 


they be hid from their eyes. For if women 
wil make no other preparation for Lying 
in, than what is common, if they ozly ger 
linnen and other neceſſaryes for the child, a 
nurſe, « midwife, entertasnment for thewo- 
men that are called to their labour, a warm 
convenient chamber, &C. 

Which things I confeſs every . one 
according to their ability ſhould be 
mindful of, in time; for as I have ſhew- 
ed in a diſtinct Chapter in this Book, 

( 4 ) wo- 


La The Epiſtle © 
| . (aGravide (a) Women in this condition ſhould be 
—_ very careful of their bodies while they are 
with. child, and very careful of providing 


- Mens iten: ; ; 
| earwy qui- all poſſible helps and conventences againit 


«erat: que miterable comforters, they may perchance 
-%% p10 , need no other linnen ſhortly but 4 winding 


 Creantur a 
| matre in Jeet, and have no other chamber bur a 


cujes utero grave, no neighbours but worms ; Or if they 
continentur; be delivered while yet they retain fuch un- 
_—_— willingnets of mind to prepare for death, 
nay _ (as we fay of all other deliverances grant- 
* terraca Edrothe ungodly ) they aredelivered (b) 
que gig- in anger not in favour, with Gods curſe not 
nuntur ex with his bleſſing, and are (in all likelyhood) 
—. referved ro the greater condemnation, 
lib. , © When their ſin ts ripened, Whereas, if they. 


; (b) Rich, Would ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 


| (ren. neceſſary,if they would ſpeedily flyro Chri 
3 ne Y for refuge, then they are fafe ; for whether: 
F c- 10. p, they live or die zheir ſouls cannot miſcarry.. 
- 193-cdit,z, But of thele things I have ſpoken more ar 
+ Plat. 32.6. large in the Book it elf. | 
—_ Only I would beg leave 1n this ſecond E- 
© Caur. 3. | dition to inrerpole tome ſhort admonition. 
* Heb.12.19 © the Husbands and Friends of thole to. 
Ia. 55. 6. whom this Book is directed. And: did not: 
+ Luk. 10. gaily and {ad experience promulge it, that 
be roo many Husbands need ſome remember-: 
ance of their duty, 1 would not have been1o 


impor tune as to {ay any thing of it. - Lig 
| Le 


etem deſi- their Lying in. But all theſe may prove . 


| Rogers his if they would mind diligently the ozc __ | 


_ — 


. Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. Theſe practiſes 
a: 


to the Reaaer. 
Let me therefore intreat their Chriſtian . 
yoke-fellows, to remember, that ſeeing 
they know not how momentous their preg- 
nangy is, and how much may depend on 
this fruit of the worab which ſhe is now 
burthened with ; that they would with all 
ood conſcience addreſs themſelves to 
know.and fulfil their relative duties, This 
tifey all owe to their wives by the common 
bonds of conjugal fidelity ; much more to 
faithful, godly, loving, deſerving wives, by 
the ſtronger bond of gratitude to God from 
whomthey have obtained ſo great a favour 
as the enjoyment of her perſon, and this 
additional teſtimony of his bleſſing on their 
matrimonial union, the child in her womb. 
It becomes them therefore at all times but 


now more, to'put on, as the eleft of God Colofi 22 
boly and belovea, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 12,13, 


humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, 
forbearing one another, forgivins one another; ' 
as Chriſt forgave, ſo alſo do ye. Now put 
on Charity ( or love, now let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts unto which ye are 
called, and be ye thankful ; now let all 


bitterneſs, wrath, anger, clamour, and 


evil ipeaking, be put away from you ; and 
now dwell with her as a man of knowledg : 
and to this end, Let the word of Chriſt dwell 
in you tn all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſking 
her, and praiſing God with her in Pſalms and 


will 
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will cauſe her to ſubmit to you as it is fit in 
the Lord, and enable you to love your wife, 
and not to be bitter agarnſt her, v. 18, 19. 

But eſpecially let your Supplications for 
her be made known to God, in this time of 
need; for though too few there are that 
pray at all, of thoſe few yet a fewer num- 
ber apprehend any need of Prayer for them, 
till: the very hour of travel, yet among 
thoſe that are acquainted with God, tis 
known ( and I wiſh it were more known 
even among them )| how much afflictions 
are {weetned, bleſſings multiplyed, mer- 
cies ſancified, the yoke made eaſie, and 
piety much promoted, by this. practice, of 
praying privately with their wives: For 
which Mr. Rob. Boltoz was {o famous, who 
prayed fx times every day, twice in ſecret, 
twice with his wife, and twice with his 
family. This will doubtleſs rye the band of 
love wihan indifloluble knot, and cauſe 
them to live as heirs together of the grace 
of life. And this I e{peciaily commend. to 
them at this time. 

You ſhould likewiſe tmplore the prayers 
of Miniſters and other Chriſtians for them, 
of which we have in the City of Zondon (and 
other places where piety flouriſhes ) fre- 
quent and happy examples, and thoſe that 
have feared much they ſhould not do well, 
have found in this and other caſes, that 


there are-yet ſomein the world whoſe ef- 
| fectual 


— 


fo the Reader. © 
fectual fervent prayers do avail much, of 
which they have cauſed publick acknow- 
ledgments to be made in the Congregations 
of Gods people. | 

Theſe things being duely performed, the 
lefler duties will follow of themſelves, as 
a tenderneſs of her health, protection, qui- 
et, and tranquillity, a bearing with her 
iafirmities, procuring all poſſible helps and 
tupplyes, promoting her chearfulnets and 
content in all fir and lawful wayes, and al- 
lowing her in ſuch odd weakneſſes as ac- 
company that condition. For women ure + 
alwayes of ftrong paſſions and affections, 
quickly tenfible of kindneſs, or unkindnels ; 
but 1n this condition, eſpecially of unkind- 
nefs,becaule of accidental melancholy from 
obſtructions, hyſterical vapours,mmany pains 
and ilIneſſes, and fad apprehenſions of the 
burthen they carry and the hazard they are 
in, under all which 'tis impoſſible to be in 
{o good a humour as at other times ; for 
which therefore a proportionable allow- 
ance maſt in prudence be piven, as they 
themſelves delire or expect the like favour 
to themlelves in their own ſickneſs, where- 
in all men are lyable to many ablurdities, 
_ and troubleſome humours. 

As for other particulars, I leave them to 
your qWwn care as they diverſly occurr ( aC- 
cording to mens various Conditions) to 
your timely oblervation, 

B 2 As 
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* Asforſuch wretches as pretending to be 
the head of the wife, yet take no like care 
of her as the head of the meaneſt member 
affected with any diſtemper, that have no 
regard to thele or other relative duties, as 
every leaſon calls for them, but like Nabal 
are perpetually churliſh, and bitter, and 
care not if their wives periſh ; what ſhall I 
lay, or what can I fay bad enough of them ? 
They are Dev!ls or Monſters and not Men, 
for no Mar ever yet hated his own fleſh; or if 
they are men, yer the baſeſt of men, worſe 
than infidels that provide not for their own fa- 

» mily, no not the choiceſt and neareſt part 
of his family, his own wife. But I leave 
them either to the grace of God to con- 
vert them, or to the wrath of God to 

Pial. 18. cutthem off ; for wich the merciful he will 

ſhew himſelf merciful, and with the upright 

he will ſhew himſelf upright, with the pure 
he will ſhcew himſelf pure, and, with the 

\ Jjroward he will ſhew himſelf froward. 


And now, Reader, let me draw to a con- 
ciulion. You muſt not expect from me 
the common complements of !ome writers, 

id . 

as that I ſhould extenuate the worth of this 
(a) Siqui- Book ( becauſe tis mine) (4a) or tell the 
dem tam gp : 
imbecillia ſunt hujus temporis judicia, ac pene tam nulla, ut nec 
qui legunt non tam confiderent quid legant, quam cujus legant, 1 
tam dittionis vin atque virtutem quam dictatoris cogitent dbgnita- 
tem, Salylatt. Salomo Epo. Pe. 334+ | 
| Reader 


# 


to the Reader, 


Reader that it is unworthy of his view, needs 
his pardon; and was wreſied from me by the 
:mportumities of no man. knows who, 
that elſe I ſhould above all things have ſhun'd 
to appear in Print, &c, No, Ler ſuch 
ſtrange diſſemblers ſtudy a truer Apology for 
their falſe Apologie. When they have taid 
never ſo much to their own diſparage- 
ment, who- believes them? Neither can 
I underſtand, how any honeſt man 
can Print a Book, and yet profels 


that he thinks zoze will be the wiſer or © 
better for reading of it X. Let me there- * As did 
fore only ſay this to the Reader, thar Z 


I have in this piece, as ſmall as *ris, ta- *82nftTo- 
leration,in 


.E 


ken pains, and well conſidered of 
what I have written. The matter of 
it 1s generally Scr:prural, and there is 
that truth of God in it, that commands 
your Chriſtian regard. And God is 
my witneſs, how often I implored His 
aſſiſtance in compoſing it, and His 
bleſſing on it when finiſhed. Thar 
my labour will be accepted of the Saints 
x my greateſt hope, but for praiſe 
or commendation from others, I am 
not ſollicitous. In a word, I ſend ic 


(4) abroad with this confidence, that it (a) Mens 
wy EE, enim boni 
ſtudy ac pii wvoti, etiamſs effeclum non invenzrit capti opeis, 
habet tamen premium toluntatis. Salvian, pref. in ih. de gub. 


De, p. 3. 
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p. to the 
Reader. 


The Epiftle, &C. 
will, by Gods bleſſing, do good to ſome. 
And 1 have this aflurance, that there 7s no- 
thing init that canbe hurtful to any, that will 


either rightly take it, orletit alone. Fare- 
well in the Lord. 


Thy Souls Friend, 
PF 0. 
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CHAP. L 
Of a ſtate of Pregnancy. 
I: is obſervable, that the great God, 


who is equally infinite in all his At- 
tributes, yer hath ſtyled himſelf, pa. 86.15. 
rich in mercy, glorious tn holineſs. Sure- Eph. 2. 4+ 
ly he needs neither riches nor glory ; He Exod: 15+ 
was rich enough to Himſelf, and gs orious 1** 
enough in Himſelf from everlaſting. Bur 
behold, His good Will towards men, and the 
communicative nature of infinite Sood- 
neſs. Mercy inricheth us, Holineſs glori- 
fies us. By Mercy we partake of his Gifts, 
by Holineſs we partake of his Nature. By 
Mercy we enjoy him, by Holineſs we love 
him, reſemble him, and glorifie him for 
ever. Now lecing thele two tranſcendent 
per- 


; 16, I 7. 
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Mal. 2.1 5s 


Gen. 17, 


perfections do eternally ccohabite in the na- 
ture of God, and mutually concur to the be- 
nefit of man; it is moſt- requiſite that our 
minds ſhould be filled with the thoughts 
and influences of both: That is, that each 
Mercy of God ſhould promote our Holi- 
neſs, and that Holineſs ſhould encreale our 
{enle of Mercies. It being therefore my pre- 
{ent buſineſs, that women with child may be 
zn a holy frame. and thereby fitted for the hour 
of danger approaching, I thought good to 
mind them of this firſt, that ?ris a mercy of 
much value, to be with Child in a ſtate of 
Matrimony. oe, 

| That this is a Mercy, will appear plainly 
by theſe few Conſiderations. 

1. *'Tis one end of Marriage, that there 
might.be a ſucceſſion of generation after ge- 
neration ; thar the race of mankind may 
not be. confuſed, and diſorderly, as among 


IThel.4.4-Beaſts; nor extinguiſhed, nor diſhonour- 


ed; but may continue in a legitimate line, 
and thar God might have a holy ſeed. 

2. That it might appear to be a Mercy, 
God hath, by Angels, Revelations and Mi- 
racles, at ſundry times, of old, aflured 


. ſome good Women that he would give this 


blefling to their wombs. Thus, in Ger. 17. 
16. I will bleſs her, and give theea ſon alſo of 
her ; yea, I will bleſs her, and ſhe ſhall be a 


nother alſo of nations. Though upon this 


ſtrange promiſe we find Abraham full of 
: : wonder- 


OY 


_ t10n, yet 1n the intent and effect thereof alway 
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wondering, ver. 17. and Sarah his wife 
laughing, ch. 18. 12. Both queſtioning, at 
firſt, how this could be, yer afterwards. 
God doth renew his promite, and they lay 
alide any further doubt; ard the word of 
the Lord [ſpoken by Anzels was fulfilled, Gen. 
21.V.1.The Lord viſited Sarah,as he had ſaid, 
and did unto Sarah as hehad [poken:For Sarah 
conceived and bare Abraham a ſon in his old 
age, at the ſet time of which God had ſpoken to 
him. We find of che Patriarchs allo,that they 
found favour with God in like manner,con- 
cerning the fruit of their womb, ever ac- 
knowledgings it as the gift of God, and ado- 
ring the gracious providence of the (4} (4 ) Nibit 
God and Father of all men. When they —_— 


bleſſed their poſterity they carefully inſerted ſeminibus 


_ . this1n their prophetical prayers. This laſt naſcitnr,ſcea 


bleſſing of a dying Patriarch,though it be ſome- non operetur 

time, or in ſome part expreſſed in form of peti- Deus. Aug, 
in Pl. 118, 

amounted toa predittion. Thus Iſaac to Fa- 

cob, God Almighty bleſs thee and make thee Gen, 28, 

fruitful, and multiply thee,that thou mayeſs be 

a multitude of people. Thus Facob to Foſeph : 


- Foſephis aſruitful bough,even a fruitful bough, Chap. 49. 


whoſe branches run over the walls. The Al- 3 55 
mighty ſhall bleſs thee with the bleſſiags of hea- 
ven above, bleſſings of the deep that lieth un- 
der,bleſſings of the breaſt, and of the womb. In 
which places God 1s ſtil] mentioned as the 
original of this bleſſing, and- the fupream 

ITE | efficient 


: "PR 3: : 


j 
A 
. | 
} 
37 
LJ: 


& ? 


s - 


A Preſent for T eeming Women. 


efficient cauſe of the pregnancy of the - 


womb, and increaſe of poſterity... It was 
the ſame God that ſent his Angel to the 


Judg.13.3, Wite of 14:04h, to reil her that ſhe ſhould 


conceiveanateara ſon. 'Tis out of queſtion, 
that to theſe perſons it was a mercy to have 
ue, yea, a publick bleſſing to many gene- 
rations; for tye feed of Abraham was the 
only viſible Church on earth, the only peo- 
ple that turned from Idols to ſerve the liv- 
ig God. And Sampſon the lon of 1anoah 
was, in his time, the only Judge, and 
Champion of 1ſracl, and Type of Chriſt. 
But ir ſeems doubtful, whether therefore 
all other Parents can call their Children 
Bleſlings ; or indeed, whether the faithful 
have any ſuch canle to promile themſelves 
comfort 1a their poſterity, without ſome 
Iike revelation or reftimony from heaven, 
as they had ? To this 1 anſwer, that all the 
leed of Abraham (1 mean, that continue 
in the faith of Abraham ) have exceeding 
sreat and precious promiles to reſt ſatisfied 
mn, that extend to them all, in all ages ; I 
mean, Gods promiſes of giving, and blel- 
fing Children to them. | 
3. And that ſhall be my third proof. If 
God promile diſtinctly, and frequently, 
that they ſhall ſee their poſteriry, and their 
ſeeds ſeed, then we muſt thankfully enu- 
merate it among his rich favours to man- 


'Sen.1, 28, kind. This was the blefling to Adam in 


1nno0- 
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innocency ; God bleſſed them, and God ſaid 

unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and re- 

pleniſhtheearth. And to Noah ; God bleſſed Sen. 9. 1. - 

Neah and his ſons,and ſaid unto them,be fr uit- 

ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the carth, 

This bleſſing was given them as the com- 

mon parents and ſtocks, of whom the tu- 

ture generations ſhould ſucceed ; and there- 

fore we find it tran{mitted by other Scrip- 

tures to ſucceeding apes, and will continue 

while the patience and good will of God 

towards man continues. Thus the Plalm- 

it; Lo Children are an heritage of the Lord Pial.127.3. 

and the fruit of the womb is his reward. Like- | 

wile in the following P/al:,Thy wife ſhall be Plal. r28, 

as a fruitful vine by the ſides of thine houſethy 5 *'* 

children like olive plants ronid abont thy tavle, 

Behold, thus ſhall the man be bleſſed that 

feareth the Lord. Again, the Prophet /ſa:2h 

hath the ſame promite from God to his peo- : 

ple //rac/, thus emphatically expreſied, 71a. 43. 3, 

will pour my Spirit on t y feed,and my bleſſing + | 

upon thy off-ſpring ; and they ſhall ſpring up as 

among the graſs, as willows by the water cour- 

ſes. The like promites of multiplying ſer. 23. 3. 

their ſeed are frequently to be found i Ezck. 36. 

other Scriptares, ſuch as thole in the mar- 1, 

gent, which the diligent Reader may per- EE # 

ute at his leiſure. Thefe may luffice ro e- 

vince the truth of this rhird particular} 

That they who believe the Lords Prophets, 

that reyerence his promites, and — 
; is 
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his providences, cannot but ſubſcribe with 

' their hands to the Lord, and acknowledg 
_ that child-bearing is his bleſſing, and Chzl- 

dren are his reward. 

W hatſoever the people of God have 

(a) Paulam ordinetly asked of God (4) according to 
ante v0tis hjs will, that cannot but be a mercy when 
_ ir is received. That ſuch prayers were not 
Hier. ad PM warrantable, is certain ; for either ſome of 
Lztit. them were ſtirred up by an extraordinary In- 
ſtint of ſpirit ,to ask that which God hath in- 

tenaed ina ft neular and unexpected manner to 

grve; or the common ſpirit of ſupplication put 

tine innocent deft 4 -c of. nature ito a poſture of 
accertation with God, riney asking children of 
him requeſted no more than the uſual courſe of 
his providence, and the general concurrence of 

his promiſes aforemcntionedled them toexpect. 

Abraham had received the promite of Chilt- 

dren, but lons time being pailed,and his wife 

rar yer Concer vine, rhoughts began to Srow 

in his mind, what the intent of God ſhould 

be ; and therefore. when God doth again 

renew his covenant to him, he breaks out 

Gen. 15.2, into this earne{t expreſſion, Lord, what welt 
thou give me, ſeeing 1 go childleſs ? As if he 

ſhould lay, Lord, thou haſt given me a 

Sreat eſtate, but [ have no heir ; and whar 
comfortcan 1 rake in all other enjoyments, 

(5)B 77:11 ;4eing the main thing which thou haſt pro- 
contemp!. mMiled 1s yet behind, and I am till childleſs. 
I. 10. p. (b) And therefore Either take away thele 


17. ble{- 


L 


: 
; 


[ iwer, Am IT in Gods ſtead, who hath withhold- 


” hadſaid, Look to the ſupream caule, to the 
' everlalting Father,and go to him by prayer, 


courſe was long after taken by others, e- 


when his body was old, and his wife, by 


: friend, and the father of the faithful, pur 


# in the next and ſucceeding generations, did 
; feek to God in thelike caſe. His lon [aac Gen. 35. 
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bleſſings, or give me the chief bleſſing of 
my houle, even a ſon to be born of my wife. 
This prayer you know God accepted, and 
anſwered according to his defire, eventhen 


nature, uncapable of conceiving. I fup- 
pole this dealing of God with Abraham his 


ſome life in the hopes of his poſterity, who 


intreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhe was 27+ 
barren,and the Lord was intreated of him,and 
Rebeccah his wife conceived, &c. When Ra- 

chel had no children, ſhe laid unto Facob, Gen, zo. 
Give me children, or elſe I die. Mark his an- 1, 2. 


en from thee the fruit of the womb ? As it he 


and beg this bleſſing of him, and then, if 
God an{wer thy requeſt, thou wilt be a 
mother of children. And no queſtion bur 
ſhe thus did ; for afterwards it is ſaid, that 
God remembred Rachel, and hearkned to her, Gen. 30. *» 
( that is, he anſwered her prayers) and 22- 
opened her womb, and ſhe conceived. Thelike 


ſpecially by Hannah, who having no chil- 
dren, prayed with no little earneſtnels, 
yea, poured out her ſoul in this bufineſs, 
That God would look upon his handmaid, and * Sam Te 


15.306 "0. A EE 4 
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Gen. 20. 
17, 18. 
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remember her,and not forget her, and give he# 
a man-child, And old Eli ſeconds this re- 


queſt, and adds, The Lord of Iſrael grant. 


thee thy petition that thou haſt asked of him, 
Lind ſhe conceived and bare a ſon, and called 
him Samuel, becauſe ſhe had asked him of the 
Lord. | 
I need add no more to this particular, 
but that God himſelf commanded his peo- 


> ple to ſeek him for the performance of his 
Ezek. 36. 


promiſe : Thus ſaith the Lord God, will yer 
for this be inquired of by the houſe of lirael, 
to doit for them, I will increaſe them with 
men like a flock, So that if Gods command 
be any motive to prayer, or his promite 
anv incouragement to faith, then they 
had ground enough both for faith and 
prayer. 

5. Barrenneſs of the womb was fre- 
quently in Seripture threatned as a judge- 
ment; and they that felr this evil did ear- 
neſtly bewail it as no {mall affliction, there- 
fore-fraurfulneſs muſt needs be a confidera- 
ble mercy. '7was a Judgment on Ab:- 
melech, of which they were nor healed but 
by the prayers of Abraham, God having cls- 
ſedup all the wombs of the houſe of Abimelech. 


Gen. 15.2. Yea Abrabam himlelf took no comfort in 


(5 20. 1. 
I Sam, 1. 


Sz 6. ES 
Leviricus 


20420, 21, 


ajl his riches, nor Rachel in enjoyment of 


Zacob, nor Harnah in the company of 'El-. 
"Tis - 
threatned as the puniſhment of inceſt, ro. 


kanah, but was 1n bitterneſs of foul. 


be 
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be childleſs. And the Prophet threatning 


the greateſt of temporal calamities ro the 
Fews, mentions this in the laſt place, as rhe 


J 


greateſt of all the reſt, That ſeven women So alſo of 
ſhould take hold of one man. That 1s, though Tyre, 


yet the Wars ſhould fo conſume the male 
ſex, that many women ſhould {ollicite one 
man (contrary to the innate modeſty of 
that Sex ) and be content with any terms, 
vViZ.to eat their own bread,and wear their own 
apparel, that is, to be no charge to him for 
any thing ; only /et as be called by thy name, 


to take awayour reproach; that is, let as be 
accounted and uſed as thine, and why ? To 
take away our reproach, ſo that barrennels 
was eſteemed no {mall reproach. For God 


Marriage and Majeſty endure no compeers, = 23. 4 


la. 4- I. 


in- bleſſing 1/-ael tells them, that none ſhould Exod. 23. 
be barren amongſt them,but that they ſhould be 25: 
bleſſed above all people,and that there ſhall not _ Te 


be a male or female barren among them, nor 
among their cattel, When the Lord would 


puniſh Coniah, this is the paniſhment ;w7rre Jer. 22, 
' ye this man childleſs ; whether he were with- 30. 


out poſterity, or they without proſperity, 
or {ucceſhon to his throne, is not material 
to the buſinels in hand; it fuffticeth, thar 
the. expreſſion takes it for granted, that co 


: bechildjels wasa curie, and a reproach in 


1/raet.; So that, of Michal ( the daughter 


CG ment, 


. of Saul) who mocked David, it is men- 2 Sam, 6. 
-; tioned, 'as a memorable and levere Judg: 25: 
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ment, rhat ſhe had no child to the day of her 
death. | 

6. God hath, in his Scriptures, ever 
taken to himſelf che praile of this work ; 
and his people bave ever acknowledged ir 
as his gift and mercy, when they conceiv- 
ed and bare children. Thus the wives of 
Facob. Thus Zacob himielf, anſwering his 
brother Eſau ; theſe are the children which 
God hath graciouſly given thy ſervant. Thus 
Hannah, Elizabeth, and others, ſtill their 
Phraſe is, God opened their wombs, God rolled 
away their reproach, God gave them children, 
Lomiaibnns &c. He mareth the barren woman to hee 
& caſts houſe, and to be. a joyful mother of children. 
vota filios Seeing, therefore, by this cloud of Scrip- 
aefideranti- ture-rteſtimonies 'tis evident, thar women 
un ad Qh are not with child but by the mercy and 


Gen. 30. 
6,17, 22. 
C. 35+ 5s 


Pſal., 113; 


9. 
Faocunditas 


pertinens, 


nft ad Do- 
minum De- 
um / Aug. 
Enarr. in 
Pſal. 65. 


Oe A OP YO a amongs:. - Y 
er re gr mo_—_ 


oifr of God, I muſt add a few inferences 
from what I have ſaid. - 

I. That none be dejected at a ſtate of 
barrenneſs, though among the Fews it was 
eſteemed lo great an affliction. If the age 
of one or both parties render you not un- _ 
capable, yon may with modeſty and mode-- , 
ration make your requeſt known to: God, 
and then reft farisfied in his pleaſure con- 
cerning you. For though the poſterity of 
Abraham did all defire that the promiſed 
ſeed might come of them ( as ſome do nn- 
certainly conjefture ) and had alſo too high 
eſteem of temporal bleſſings, and carnal | 

ap- 


Or nero rum ON 
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apprehenſions of promited Bleiſings did 
mach poſleſs the mind of the generality ; 
yet we are now under a berrer Teſtament, 
containing exceeding great and precions pro- 
miſes of things Spiritual. It therefore we itick 
roo much on the lecter of 'otd- Teftamenc 
promiſes, we ſhall commir as great an er- 


' rour in our faith, as the Fews, by reſting. 
in the bare letter of the precepts, ran into 


Sroſs error in their practice. God never 
delighted in their moſt glorious aud coſtly 
Ceremonies, unleis they gave ntim their 
hearts; and now he accepts of internal 
worſhip wich ſimplicity and tpirituality of 
mind, without any further delire of thoſe 


Y on 
» 
5 
"If 


- 


pompous obletvations. So let us learn to John 4; 
worſhip God without their Rites, and to love 23, 24+ 
God though without their mercies; Let. us Rom. 14.6; 


count riches and poſterity nothing wirhour 
God, and God lufficient withour eirher of 
them. If Chriſt be ours, every thing 
needful is ours. If we be the Sons and 
Daughters of God, it ſhall be no anhappi- 
neſs, if we have neither Sons nor Daugh- 
ters of our own: There is then no curle in 
what we have, no need of what we have 


4) Dr. 


not. (4) Where natural impoſſibilities do Gouge of 


tiage. Bur whea the ſteriliry is meerly ac- 


& 2 | either 


| hinder the fecundity of the womb,, they domeſtick 
' ſhould allo (ifknown) have hindred mar- orgy 

ff}, tOs 
x : « .s T'. de conjs 
cidenral, from ſome {uch pretent prevail. ,.,, : 


| Ing infirmity as diſcompoles the body of 
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either party ; it may by the bleſſing of God 
upon medicinal helps be lawfully and ſuc- 
ceſsfully removed. But when the cauſe is 
unknown, and unfruitfulneſs ſeems meerly 
Judicial, viz. immediately inflicted by the 
hand of God, in that caſe, Prayer is the 
Proper courſe, that he who ſhuts the womb, 


127 


Luke 1, 


IJ, 
Pial. 10. 


17. as he did the wombs in the houſe of Abimee- 
Pial. 145 /ech, would open them again, as he did theirs 
I9. upon the prayer of Abraham. It may be, 


he will grant thy petition, as he hath done 

"TY of ſome that for above twenty years in .a 
caſ. of ſtate of marriage went childleſs, yet at laſt 
Conf. lib. he made the ſolitary to dwell in families, and 
2. 6. 6, qu. gave them children like olive plants round a- 
bout their table. Or perhaps he will not yet 
anſwer thee, to exerciſe thy faith, prayer, 
+. 2. Ser, and dependance in waiting upon him.; or 
I.p.53. perhaps, he will deny thee this mercy at 
1 Fohn 5-Jaft, to exerciſe thy patient ſubmiſſiveneſs 
$5 ms his will, and thy heavenly-mindedneſls, 
. wy er and wildom,inleeking ſome better bleſſing. 
audit ad Sure It is, thy prayers ſhall return into thine 
volunta- own boſom with ſome anſwer-of peace ; and if 
tem vil w0- ye ak aright, we ſhall receive ( c) ac- 


4o 
Reinolds 
0n Hoſ. 14. 


—_— cording to Gods choice, if not according 
exiudiat TO our own, He hath variety of bleſſings, 


ad ſalucem. Which like the ſtars of heaven, differ from 
Tjidor. de one another in glory. Therefore bleſs his 
ms 9- name, if by this providence he promote in 
(a) $7.2; thy heart humility, faith, patience, or any 
on Mar. 8. Other grace; (4) leeing its better to be 


pag. 451. fruit- 


# 


OO ens IO Ins ag ny SO r—o—, . : 
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.- 
be * 


If he give us his favour (e} that's a blel- 


| theſe certain cares, and uncertain comforts, Aug, epijt. 


- womb to Conception. This I ſappole all 
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fruitful in grace, than fruitful in children. 


(e) Bonus, 


ſing of more value. The Angels neither jy; au th 


marry, nor are given in marriage, yet have yolumus, ut 
happineſs enough in God, Let him be to tribuat quod 
thee worth ten Sons, In a word, I ſay of Mlims. 


that he who hath none of them, hath /ef 7) Mat. 
mncumbrance here, and leſs to reckon for here- 22; 30. 
after. 

Being informed by a reverend Miniſter 
in Londor, that diverſe Godly perſons to 
whom God hath denyed children, deſired 
that I would enlarge npon this point ; for 
their fuller ſatisfaction : I have therefore 
added theſe few particulars for them to 
confider of ( though what I had ſaid before 
contained enough in it for my ownſupporrt, 
it being my own caſe.) 

1. Confider whether it be not a judg- 
ment ſuitable ro ſome fin of yours. If you 
be barren under tife means of grace, no 
wonder If you be barren as to any natural 
ifſve. If you open not your heart to the 
Spirit, no wonder if God open not your 


humble. Chriſtians will acknowledg. 

2, Though it be inflicted for tuch or 
other ſins, what follows hence ? only that 
it ſhould ofcen mind you that God is right- 
eous, that his wayes are equal, and yours 
unequal, that you ſhould therefore walk 

= C 3 hum- 


14 


Prov. 18. 
22+ 


Prov. I1, 
22. 
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humbly with God, and not deſpiſe his 
chaſtning,..but be ſo far ſenſible - of it, as 
ro be alwayes inquiſitive what fin hinders 
good things from you, and whar wiſcar- 
riages of yours have cauſed a miſcarrying 
womb and dry breaſts. That io by humi- 
liation and often renewed aQts of repen- 
rance you may in good meaſure remove the 
caule. 

3. Suppoſe you have been careful this 
way, and have with all 1mparrial ſeverity 
examined your heart and tryed your wayes, 
and yet you have no hope of children ; what 
reaſon haſt thou (if a believer) ro inſiſt 
{o much upon it ? | 

1. Hath God given thee a meet Helper, 
a ſuitable. Y oke-fellow, how great a mercy 
is that?;He that findeth ſuch a Wife, findeth 
a goodthing and obraineth favour of the Lord. 
But how. many Womea are there that }. 
though they bring that honour to the fa-. 
mily, as to bear children ; yer by their 
frowardneſs and perpetual pride, diſcon- 
tent, and unquietneſs, make the lives of 
husband, children, and-all about them very _ 
uncomfortable. And as a jewel of Goldin 
a Swine's ſnout, lo is ſuch a woman, though 
2 beautiful Wife and fruitful Mother, yet 
wanting diſcretion of a dutiful Wife or care- 
ful Mother. Now therefore as in all af- 
fictions, ſo in this, compare thy condition 
with the condition of thoſe that areunhap- 
F'3 43 
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py 3 in enjoying that which thou com- 
plaineft of the want of, Wouldeft thou 
change thy condition with a man whoſe 


wife by her ſhameful carriage is a retrenneſs Prov, 12. 
3n his bones ? Is not a dry morſel and quietneſs 4, 17, 1. 


therewith, better than a houſe full of plenty 
with ſtrife ? Is not a verruous woman 4 Crown 
ro her Husband? And a prudent wife from the 


Lord ? But better is it to dwell in the corner of Prov, 21. 
the houſe-top, than with a brawling woman in 9, 19: 


& wide houſe ; yea, better 10 awell in a Wilder- 
neſs, than with a contentious and angry Wo- 
man. And how often the increaſe of chil- 
dren doth occaſion this, every man may 
obſerve : If children be ſickly, beſides the 
Srief and tediouſneſs of that common bur- 
then, they often differ and quarrel about 
what means to be uled for its recovery ; if 
grown up, they oO about its mil- 
carriages while one is for correCtion, ano- 
ther for fondneſs ; if capable of learning, 
one is for putting them out, another for 
keeping them at home : In a word, 'tis not 
to be reckoned what feuds and diſorders 
happen from the many occaſions that at- 
tend many children, their nuriing, their 
humouring in every thing they would 
have, their faſhion and garb of apparel, 
their meaſure of expence for education, 
their choice of his calling, their opinion in 


matters of Religion ; the Husband being . 


oftentimes of one ſe, his Wife of angther, 
C 4 bis 


b 
wa . » 
T' 
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his child of a third, one loving one child 
beſt, the other another child beſt, from 
whence aritesas perfect animoſities, faCti- 
ons, and formal deſigns one amongſt ano- 
ther in theſe little ſocieties as are 11 a Prin- 
ces Court, or inthe whole Kingdom. This 
1s too frequent even in families that have 
ſome religion. And therefore though thy 
Wite be childleſs, yet if gracious and lov- 
ing, ſhe is more precious than rubies. 
2. Whatif God did expreſly promiſe to 
Iſrael that none ſhould be barren among them 
or among their Cattel, what's that to us ?. 
What. if he promiſed to Abraham that in 
bis ſeed all Nations ſhould be bleſſed ? What if 
he promiſed them the Land of Canaan for 
an inheritance ? Muſt we apply theſe pro- 
miſes literally ? Maſt we go to the Grand 
Seignior and claim the Land of Promiſe as 
ours ?: why not, as well as inſiſt upon the 
literal promile of having children? What 
a carnal, childiſh, legal {pirit ſhall we lapſe 
into if we indulge: this humour ? Alas we 
are under a mere glorious Miniſtration, and 
more ſpiritual Priviſedges. Every thing 


among the Jews was typical of ſome ſpiri- 


tual thing among Chriſtians. Their out- 
ward enjoyments, their plenty, their nu- 
merous increale, ſignifies the ſpiritual com- 
forts that we have in God, how alſufficient 


che will be to our fouls and bodies in all 
things needful, and how able he is to en- 


large 
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large the little flock, and multiply the 
number of believers in the World, as he 
hath frequently done ſince the publiſhing 
of the Goſpel. Wherefore let it ſuffice 
you to remember, thar if ever you ſtudied 
the diflterence between the Law and Goſpel, 
Moſes and Chrift ; you muſt acknowledge, 
that you are now under a better Teſtament, 
better Promiſes, and a better Hope, and 
therefore muſt ſet your affetions on 
betrer things, even the things that are 
above. ; 

3. Are you in covenant with God, or 
no ? if not, it's no wonder at the marma- 
ring and diſcontent for the want of Chil- 
dren ; for if God be not our God, nothing 
that is ours will ſatisfie. Bur if you bein 
covenant with God, then conſider what is © 
the covenant between God and you : Did 
you ever throughly underſtand it ? God 
fayes, I will give thee my Son, to be thy 
Lord and Sawvuur, my Spirit to be thy Guide 
and Comforter : I will give thee 4 new heart 
and a new Spirit ; I will write my Laws in thy 
heart, and put my fear into thy inward parts, 
and cauſe thee towalk in my ſtatutes, Iwill keep 
thee from temptation, deliver thee from every 
evil work,g1ve thee thy daily bread, I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee, I will ſanttifit thee 
throughout, and preſerve thee in body and ſoul 
and fpirit blameleſi unto the coming of Chriſt, 
I will give thee a7 OO ES 
T's an 
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and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in the Heavens for thee ; and to this, / 
will keep thee by my mighty power through 
Faith unto Salvation : In the mean time, | 
walk before me and be upright, and in all the | 
wants, neceflities and ſtreights of this pre- | 
ſent life, I will be al/ufficient to thee. 

Now what did thy heart anſwer to this ? | 
Did'ſt thou never in thy ſolemn dutyes ſay | 
unto God, Lord I deſire with all thank- |} 
fulneſs and all acceptation, to accept this | 
gracious offer of thine to thy poor nnwor- |; 
thy creature ; I bleſs thee: for Jeſus Chriſt, | 
and Jet all chat is within me bleſs thy holy | 
name, for thy riches of grace in him : And |} 
now Lord I do renounce all my fins, I re- } 
ounce all my comforts arid delights here | 
below, and I take thee for my God and por- | 
tion,: my Saviour and Ruler, to diſpole of 
me as thou pleaſeſt. I reſign up my ſelf ! 
and all my concernments to thee; Lord | 
take me for thine, and thy will be done in all 
things. The lines are fallen to me in pleaſant | 
places, Thave a goodly beritage, T have all and | 
 gbound, in having thee for my portion ; and I | 
gnvy not thoſe who have their portion in this 
life,who are full of children, who leave the reſt 
of their ſubſtance to their babes. No, my ſoul 
ſhall be joyful inthe Lord,and my ſpirit ſhall re- 
Joyce in God my Saviour, &c. Burif you ever 
uſed theſe or the like words in ſerious ad- 


Qrefles to God, you did not I hope with 
| your , 
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your tongue or heart make an exception of 
this or arly other particular, that God 
ſhould Jos Ms God, ſo he would give you 
children ; and in all other things his will 
ſhould be done, only your will muſt be 
done in this. Wherefore remember this 
covenant, and let not ſo {mall a matter as 
want of children, make any difference he: 
tween God and you. 
4+ God is Infinitely Wile and Infinitely 
Good, and doth both know and conſider 
what is beſt for us. We are alway weary 
of our preſent condition, and are pleaſing 
our ſelves with many vain imaginations and 
atery fancies of great happinets, if we had 
the addition of {uch and ſuch comforts, but 
he that truſteth in his deceitful heart 5s a 
Fool. Perhaps, the wiſe God foreſees that 
if you had children, you would be full of 
anxieties and perplexing cares how to pro- 
vide for them 3 and would grow very 
worldly and covetous, and uſe this as an 
excufe for your unmercifulneſs ro the poor, 
that you have a great charge of your own, 
( as many do; ) whereas now God hath 
taken away that pretence, and ſeems by his 
providence to tell thee, that thou havi 
no children of thy own, muſt be of the 
more beneficient and publick ſpirit, more 
diffuſive of thy plenty, and muſt rake the 
poor members of Chrift as thy children, 
and feed them,and clothe them,and viſit them, 


when 
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_ and precious Promites of the Covenant will 
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when they are ſick or in Priſon. If thou de- 
fireſt children ſo much, a thouſand -to one 
bur as thou wouldſt be thus over-folici- 
tous of getting eſtates for. them, ſo thou 
would-ſt alfo be over-fond in thy affections 
to thnem,as too many are ; and would'ſt have 
fo little rime, ſo little affeQtion to ſpare for 
God, that 'rwould be a hard thing for thee 
ro enter in the Kingdom of Heaven. In a 
word'; I am ſure that not one of many 
knows how to mannage- the comforts he is 
ambitious of, or is fit to be intruſted with 
the mercies he deſires. For where they 
prove helps- to one, they prove ſnares to 
more ; many are apparently much the 
worle, few the better, for the obtaining of 
that which they luſted afcer. Beſides, ſee- 
ing 'tis hazard what your children might 
prove if you had them, whether they 
might not. be carſed Children, a ſeed of evil 
doers, untoward, diſobedient, a burthen if 
not a ſhame and an undoing to their Pa- 
rents ( as. you ſee enough that are ) it is 
therefore very fit that: we moderate our 
impatient wiſhes for them, and leave it to 
the wiidom and goodneſs of God, Who #5 
a Sun and 4 Shield, will guve grace and glory, 
Pfal. 84. 11. And no good thing will he with- 
bold from them that walk uprightly. 

But to conclude this buſineſs. If theſe 
conſiderations, and the exceeding great 


not . 
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not ſatisfie; if having. the Lord for your 
God will not fatishe, unlels you have every 
thing elſe that nature wiſhes for, you are 
much to blame : I have more need to beg 
that God would mend your. heart, than 
that he ſhould mend your condition. 
Wherefore ſeeing they that have Children 
ſhall have rroable in the Fleſh, go and learn 
what that meaneth, Philip. 4+ 11. { have 
learned in what ſoever ſtate I am, therewith to 
be content : And what that meaneth, But thzs 


I fay Brethren, 1 Corinth. 7. 29. The time is 


ſhort. It remaineth that they that have Wives 
be as though they had none, &Cc. 

2. Tis an addition to the Mercy, when 
God gives children in a ſtate of Marriage. 
Tis a Mercy to be kept in a ſingle eſtate 
from the unclean libidinous practices of 
beaſtly ſinners ; and to be ar laſt happily 
entred upon that ſtate of Matrimony, 
which God appointed and hath fanctified as 
his Ordinance, for preventing of fornica- 
tien ; and 'tis allo, I ſay, a greater bleſ- 
ſing, when he is pleaſed to crown the chaſt 
embraces of wedlock with a hopeful Con- 
ception, Oh how dreadful are the Scrip- 
ture-examples of many women, whom 
God having partly or totally left to their 
vile affettions and inordinate luſt s, having pro- 
ſtituted their chaſtity, brought ſhame upon 
* Iſrael, and diſparaged the innate modeſty 
$ ofthe female ſex; grew at laſt paſt —_— 
an 


1 Cor. 7.2, 
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and ſpent their life in common whoredom, 
till their fin was come to a ripeneſs : Bur 
alas, in thoſe laſt days; the fin of incon- 
tinency is grown more perilous by its 
commonnels, and allo by the impunity of 
our inteniperate Grandees, whole example 
herein gives a law to others. And turely 
thoſe who are priviledged from puniſhment 
here; ſhall find it a terrible thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God, who hath aid, 


[- 
&Þ. 13-4. }horemongers and Adulterers I will judze, 


4. e. though the ſecrecy of their actions, the 
potency of rtieir perſons, or the negligence 
of Magiſtrates, may ſecure them for a 
while ; yet there is nothing ſo ſecrer bur 
is under his eye ; nothing ſo great, but is 
under his power. And therefore in that 


i Cor. 4.5. day of vengeance the works of darkneſs ſhall 


be brought to light, and the loftineſi of man 
ſhall be brought low ; and they who were on 
earth inflamed with luſt, ſhall ſmart for e- 
ver in the flames of hell ; unleſs with tears 
of repentance they quench thele fires 'of 
concupiſcence, and with water drawn out of 
the wells of ſalvation quench thole ( orher- 
wile ) everlaſting burnings. But to return 
to my purpoſe; I mentioned before rhe 
dreadfulneis of the examples in this kind 
recorded in Scripture ; and verily when [l 
read the Polygamy of Lamech a murtherer, 
I wonder not ; but conſidering the Poly- 


gamy of the Patriarchs, of David, and the 


licenti- 
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licentious exceſs of Solomon, I ſtand amazed Gn: 4-19. 
at their irregularity, and Gods connivance and 
longanimity. When 1 read the inceſt of 
Abſalom, and Herod, 1 wonder not ; but 
when 1 think of Lor, Fadah, and the ince- 
ſtuous Corinthian, my foul trembles. We 1 Cor. s, 
count their condition ſad, who vow a fin- 1) 2 © 
gle life, and enter themtelves under Or eoeoandy 
and needleſs bonds of perpetual virginity, L194 52; 
as the cloyſtred Nuns among the Papiſts ; : 
and theirs yer ſadder, who by the rigour of perpins 
unwiſe Parents, or by ſome remedileſs ac- Caſe of 
cident, are kept all their life from marry- 59-1. 2.c. 
ing, as was the daughter of Fephrah, and Þ3P-59- 
others; whole conditions 'are repreſented - "9g 
in ſacred ſtory, as moſt ſad and deplorable. © 
* Bat they are moſt generally pitied and la- * V* trifis 
mented of all, who deſiring to poſlels their,” _ yy 
veſſels in ſanCtification and honour, are ſur: ruler 
prized by. ſome lecherous Villain, raviſh- ?7; Sic fre 
ed and defloured. A judgment (a) ſome- Pro!e do- 
times threatned in Scripture, as a fruit of 7% #* 4 
Gods greater indignation, againſt that peo- A bares 
ple whom he thus leaves to the licentious («)tha-19; 
power of barbarous enemies. 16. | 
As the Pfalmiſt recounting the calamities Lam. 5.11. 
ol Iſrael, That their Maidens were not given TEC. 14. 2. 
to Marriage. Which is ſpoken of thole cala- Ty 
mitous times, when the men of their own 
Nation were devour'd by the Sword, and 
the Maids were at the wills of their ene- 
mies. And the Prophet among other par- 
| : ticulars 


OI 


#1 
J 
- 


} 


. 


1613.16, 


Deut. 23. 


30. 
Amos 79, 
I7. 
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ticulars of the wrath of God threatned up- 


on Babylon, lates, that their Wives ſhall be ra- 


viſhed. Ajuſt Judgment of God upon the 
Babylonians, who had formerly thus abuſed 
the Iſraelites. They raviſhed the Women an 
Zion, and the Maids in the Cities of Fudah. 
Which deed of the enemy, though deviliſh 
and barbarous, yet ( as 'twas ſaid of that 
cruel act of crucifying. our Lord ) 'twas 
no other than what the hand and counſel of 
God had determined before ; as indeed 
God did long before tell //r-ael by Moſes, 
that if they would not hearken to the voice 
of the Lord to keep his commandments 
and his ſtatutes, then this curſe among o- 
ther curſes ſhould come upon them, Thou 
ſhalt betroth a Wife and another man ſhall lie 
. with her. So in another Prophet, Thy Wife 
ſhall be an Harlot in the City. And 1n ano- 
cher Propher, 'tis. threatned againſt Feru- 
ſalem, the City ſhall be taken, the Houſes 
rifled, and the [Women raviſhed. All theſe 
*threatnings were from the wrath of the 
Lord of tloſts, and are uſually the effects 
of a Conqueſt in all ages, eſpecially where 
the French conquer, as Flanders can 1adly 
witneſs. And milerable are they ( as mer 
can make them )- to whom this judgment 

happens. | 
Yet I count them moſt miſerable, who 
having yielded their bodies to venereous a- 
buſes in their youth, are with child by 
| | whore- 


i 


. 


| 
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whoredom, and are either diſappointed of 
marriage with their wicked lover, or mar- 
ry notrill their ſhame appears. 

For who can exprets their manifold 
fears, cares, and ſorrows ? One while, 
perhaps, they hide their fin ( as long as 
they, can ) but ftill while they mule, Fl 
fire burns within them, and they feel the 
pangs of an accuſing contcience, before 
they feel the pangs of their travel. Unleſs 
their hearts be harder than the nether milſt one; 
which if ic be, their mitery is the greater. 
Sometimes they contrive wates of prevent- 
ing its birth by wicked adventuring on ſuch 
expulſive receipts, As prevent their 
ſhame. Orperhaps th ploading how 
to make away the infaWWF as loon as it 1s 
born ; or at beſt, ro expoſe tt ſecretly, that 
the Pariſh may keep it. ' Or if ic be ſafely (a)B. Zz!ls 
born, and the parent acknowledge ir, yet ten). 
while itlives'tis an ( 4) #ndelit le mmmnment - 0 
of their infamous tranſur efſions. For which G) [. 
cauſe, (b) ( even foo their future ſhame ) [> = 
God ſuffers unlawful commixtions to tac «a Gen. 19. 
ett. " 
And ſeeing our bleſſed and merciful _— = 
Lord Jeſus Chit, wonld £0 to Pablicans Mi 529, - 
and harlots, and found inem more eaſily 
convinced of the neceſſity of repencance 
than many proud Phariſees; let me in umi- 
tation of to great a pattern, deſire ſuch as 
are with child in an unclean and unchaſt | 
D Ways 


* Heb, 10. 


Fi 3l. 


Ecc.11, 9. 
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way, to lay their hand upon their hearts, 
and to conſider their wayes. I know that 
uſually the hearts of ſuch are much hard- 
ned, and they excule themſelves, with 
temptations fromothers, with a fatal neceſſity, 
with the examples of many before them; ſo 
that they are net alone, &c, Upon which ex- 


cuſe they may allo murther, ſteal, blaſpheme, 


fire houſes, or what not? For theſe excuſes 
will ſerve alike for all ſins. And 1o on this 
pretence, a- man may murther them, rob 
them, fire them out of their houſes ; and 
ſay, he was drawn away by ill company, 
{ſtrong temptations, fair pretences; or was 
under fome un y ſtar, or that he was 
not the firſt WO in this {ort. 

And if any mMlerve their whores in 
this-manner, it?s no wonder, for the ſame 
principle that allows one wickedneſs, al- 
lows all, Wherefore, if neither this nor 
any other conſideration will be at all mind- 
ed, If the Lygrapt God and men, if the juds- 
ments that oy abroad in the world, if 
the loſs of thirFeputation among all ſober peo- 
ple, if the horrid diſeaſe that uſually follows 
this ſin, if the eternal loſs of their ſouls, if 
the * dreadſulneſs of falling into the hand of 
the living God, and dwelling with everlaſting 
burmzgs, be all nothing with them; then 
let them go on, and walk the wayes of 
their own hearts : But let them kxow, that 
for all theſe things God will bring themto judg 


ment. | But 


Dn 
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But to thoſe that have any ſober 
thoaghts left in them, I had rather addreſs 
my telf, with !ome hope, that they may 
yet recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
Devil, Wherefore let me ask you: Are 
you not ſenſible of the grearneſs' of your 
ſin, how you have broken the firft inſticu- 
tion in Paradile,, how you have deſpifed 
the dreadful judgment of God upon the 
old World by Water, and on Sodom and 
Gomorrah by Fire, and that for thete fins ; 
how you have deſpiſed and violated an ex- 
preſs commandment, which ſayes, Thor ; 
ſhalt NOT commit adultery : How thou hait | 
contemned the Prayers and Tears of the 
Saints, as of David, who for this {in had as ; 
mucy torment as if þzs bones had been broken, Pal. 1. 83 
and was afraid he {hould have been arrerly | 
caſt away, &c. How thou hait caſt behind 
. thee the many exhortations and warnings 
of God by his Prophets, who warn us ro Ma 2:144 | 
rake heed to our ſpirits, leſt we fall into this 1..." g. 
ſin, and tell us ; Shall not God vijit for theſe 5, 
things, and hs ſoul be avenged on ſuch ſinners 
as theſe? &c. Is it nothing to deſpile the 
doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, no- 
thing to go againſt the expreſs will of God? | 
Which is, that every one poſſeſs his Veſſel in Thef, 4« © 
ſanttification and honour?nothing,to defile the mo PE. 
Temple of God, to pollute the members of 1, 16, 19," 
Chriſt ? for are not our bodies purchaſed by | 
his blood, united to his perton, inhabited 
Ty W2 by 
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* by. his Spirit? Doth not this ſecret fin e- 


ſpecially provoke the Aliceing eye of God ? 
So that of fuch as you eſpecially ( becauſe 
you are lo {ſecret that oftentimes man can- 


Heb.13. 4-not judge you ) tis faid that Whoremongers 


x Cor. 6. 


9, IO. 
Rev. 22. 


T5. 


and Aadulterers God will judge. Thathe will 
publiſh their ſhame before the whole 
world ? Andis it not ſaid of ſuch that they 
ſhall nor. enter in the Kingdom of God, but 
ſhall be among thoſe Dogs that are without ; 
And is it nothing beſides all this, that you 
have a partner in fin whole foul islike to 
periſh with you? This makes this fin - 
worſe than many . other fins, becauſe in 
this ſin they uſually draw another to Hell 
with them. 

Now' whether you ought to make leight 
of theſe things or no ( though I have not 
told you the renth part of what I could ſay 
of the evil of this ſin, the time would fail 
me to fay all, yet this little contains mat- 
ter enough for many thoughts abont it ) 
you may the better judge by this. I have 
been in the courſe of my Miniſtry, ſome- 
what vers'd in the cales of troubled con- 
{ciences. And among many others I have 
known ſome who were reputed holy and 
unblamable by all that knew them, as be- 
ing indeed free from all. open ſcandalous 
ſins, as {wearing, drunkenneſs, actual un- 
cleanneſs, &c. and kept up the profeſſion 
and praCtice of Religion in their families, 
yer 


Ul 
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yet falling into terrors of conſcience, I 
have found nothing lye heavier upon them 
than the thoughts of filthineſs continued in,and 
habitual fpeculative uncleanneſs, the anguiſh 
whereof kindled ſuch a fire in their touls, 
as burned like Hell ; lo that they have for a 
long time counted themlelves utterly loſt 
and paſt remedy, and have been ready to 
lay violent hands upon themſelves unleſs 
God had prevented. 


Well then, :f the righteous ſhall ſcarcely be \per.z.18: 


ſaved, they who are truely zighteous are 
not ſaved without much difficulty, and 
they who are but outwardly righteous, as 


Phariſees, yethaveunclean hearts to che laſt, Mat. 24. 
ſhall not at all be ſaved ; .then where ſhall the 27: 28: 


ungodly and ſinners appear ; whole ſins are 


= 


are manifeſt ? 


open before hand, and whole works of the fleſh _ Se 


All this I have faid for your humiliation, "_ Fn 
it God will peradventure give you repentance 2 Tim, 2. 


zo the acknowledgment of the truth. 


Wherefore knowing the terrours of the 2 Cor. 5. 
Lord, Letmeper{ſwade you, to look back 10, 11+ 


upon your manifold tranſgreſſions and mighty 
ſms, aud confider all the ſad circumſtances 
and aggravations of thy ſin: perhaps than 
haſt profeſſed Religion, and then ob how haſt 
thou given occaſion to the Devil to inſult, 
and to the enemies of God to blaſpheme, 
and grieved the Spirit of God, and vexed 
the righteous ſouls of thy godly acquaint- 
| | *T Wn ance 3 


- * ” 
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Euſeb- Ec. 
hiſt. lib. 3+ 
C. 20. 


Heb. 4.16: 
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ance; perhaps thou hadſt the means and ſea-' 
ſons of grace, the light of the Golpel and 
pure Religion in the family or - ſociety 
where thou did*{t live, and it's like thou 
hadſt many warnings, and many checks of 
conſcience, and many good counſels from godly 
friends, and yet upon deliberation, and af- 
ter ſome time to conſider, thou haſt again 
and again committed this abominable thing 
which God hates. 

Oh think of this intime, and break off 
thy fins by repentance. Now that God 
doth once more by me give thee warning, 
do not turn a deaf ear, do not harden thy 
heart any longer, do not-add fin to fin, 
and wilfully make thy cale deſperate, bur 
as St. Fohn call'd afrer his wicked Scholar 
who was turned Thief, Return, return, 
there is yet mercy in Chriſt for thee, I will ſpeak. 
ro Chriſt for thee : &c. Sollay, Turn to God 
with weeping and Supplication, repent of 
this and all the reſt of thy fins, and al] the 
godly will pray to Chriſt for thee ; and he 
is able to ſave tothe uttermoſt, Wherefore 
do not delay any longer toſeek after the on- 


Ty true remedy of allchy troubles and fears, 


but go to the throne of Grace,to ask-for grace 
and mercy to help the in this time of need. 
Bewail thy wicked heart and life, beg ear- 
neſtly that God would take away all ini- 


Ez. 36.25-Quity, and according to his covenant cleanſe 


» 


thee from all thy filthineſs, and would create 
F | | in 
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inthee a clean heart, and give up thy foul 
ro the government of his grace for the fu- 
ture, and enter into covenant with him to 

' beno longer the ſervant of fin but the fſer- 
vant of righteouſneſs, if you thus heartily, 
and humbly and conſtantly ſeek him he will _ 
be found of you, and will be very gracious 
to you, and ſpare you according to the 
Sreatneſs of his mercy. Oaly be ſure thar "4 
you turu not again to folly, but go and ſin no JoN-8. Ie > 
more, as our Saviour {aid to the woman ta- . 
ken in adultery. 

And then you ſhall find ( as one often Capel of 
{ayes ) Repentance will heal all again. tempt. 

As you lee in the inſtance of a famous Luk, 1.37. 
Harlot, who upon her repentance had her to the 50. 
many ſins forgiven her,and by Faith had peace | 
with God. 

[ could willingly have enlarged on this 
point, but perceiving that my lictle trea- 
tiſe begins to ſwell beyond my expectation, 

I ſhall pretermit it for the preſent, only 
what I have already ſaid may give juſt oc- 
caſion to chaſt Virgins, to pray for the gift 
of continency; and to honeſt women, when 
with child, to praiſe God for prelerving' 
them from the fin and miſery aforementi- 
oned, and granting them Conception by 
their own husbands, in the comfortable 
eſtate of Matrimony. For we have all 
wicked hearts, and therefore ought to give 
glory co God, who only makes us to differ. 1Cor. 4. 
134 "1 < 3, Though 
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| 3. Though it be a choice mercy, yet it 
is not to be interpreted as a lure token of 
Gods love. No mai knows Gods love or hatred 
by any external comforts. They are di- 
(a) Lud. ſtributed alike to the good and bad, to the 
Fives, in Juſt-and to the unjuſt. (a) A learned man 
Aug. de reports ofa © town in Spain, confiſting of 
Civ. Dai © a hundred families, all inhabited -by the 
' 1.15: ©: 8:«feed of one old man then living ; ſo that 
©« the youngeſt knew nor what to call him, 
*<the Spaniſh tongue having no expreſſion 


«ther. To reckon up the numerous iſſue 
of tome prolifical parents mentioned in 
profane Hiſtories, 1s as needleſs as eaſie. 
F Scripture allo doth abundantly fatisfie in 
© & Pfll17.14.this, thatthe wicked alſo are full of children; 
3M {o that outward . bleſſings do not alway 
(b) Spzz- make a bleſſed man. (b) But leſt they 
once yg ſhould be accounted evil, God ſometimes 
old, p. 107. $1VES them to his people ; and left they 
| {hould be accounced our chief good, he 

| {ometimes beſftows them upon the wicked. 
4. I cannot fee how thoſe women can be 

mindful of the mercy of God, in granting 
(a) 2434 them conception, that (a) either refuie 
- eff hoc con- ( without neceſſary impediment ) to nurſe 

Bra natu- | 

rY2m, imperſeflun ac dimidiatum, matrem genus peperifſe, &* 
ftatim abjeciſſe; aluiſſe in utero ſanguine ſro neſcio quid quod 
non viderit, non alere autem nun; ſuo latte quod videat jam vis 


ventem, jam hominem, jam matris officia implorantem, &e. Aul. 


<< higher than the great. Grand- fathers-Fa- . 


thetr - 


1 


r 


; and the bleſſings of the womb rogether. 


: . uſe them? Is it not a proatgy in natureto ſee a Rom. 1. * 


j greater foleciim in manners, than for 4 Mar, 2.11. 


* glory #m their ſhame; and let them think it 


d . 
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their children themſelves, or count many 
children a burden, and are therefore griev- 

| ed if (having many children already ) 
they find themſelves wich child again. 
Doth not (b) evcn nature teach us, that (b) 1-Cor. 
the ſea-monſters draw out their breaſts and give 3+ 14- 
ſack to their young ? Doth not the Lion with | _— 
infinite pains and hazard ſeek prey for his 

; Young ones? Doth not the Halcyon fit 

* clole on her eggs (c) and while the wea- (c) Uh. 
ther holds fair, ply their nouriſhment with — 
all diligence, whence good dayes are called roeng _ 
Halcyon days? Is this therefore their thank- ,,;, WR. 
ſulneis to God for {o great a mercy, to re- 20. cap.31, 

- fuſeco embrace in their arms, and nouri 

PL their breaſts, the fruit of their womb. 

' when God joyned the bleſſings of the breaſt 


,- | J 


(4d) Doth the God of Nature maks Ladies ( 2 Charon 

and Gentlewomen without breaſts, or doth he ts —_ 
give thembreaſt sin vain,or will theyimmodeſt- | 4 - 4 : 
ly go with naked breaſts, and yet be aſhamed to : 
woman without breaſts ? and is it not as foul 4 = —__ 

defeft to be without natural ajffetion? What ey 


woman to forget her ſucking child?Verily this 
makes tome of oxr proudeſt Dames more vile 
thaz the Beaſls that periſh. And therefore, 
ler all perſons of honour. ceaſe hereafter to 


their dyty, when God makes them Mo- 
thers, 
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thers, to make themſelves Nurſes ; imita- 
ting the example of Sarah, who, though 

(a) Engl. a Lady of great ( 4) eſteem, riches, and 

Annot. On honour, though aged and weak, yet refu- 

GE 11. {44 not this motherly office. And they, 
thar upon any account, but plain neceſlity 
(7. e. want of ſtrength or milk ) do neglect 
this duty, whether for lazineſs, luſt, pride, 
or loving the faſhion more than their chil- 
dren, they delerve that God ſhould curſe 

Ao. 9-14. them with a miſcarrying womb and dry 
breaſts. 

But there is another folly too common, 
and that is, if they have a great charge of 
children already, to wiſh and reſolve to 
have no more, and to be caſt down with 
Srief and anxious care, if they find them- 
ſelves with child again. Alas, what is this 


but to repine at Gods mercies, and to mur- 


mure at his bleſſings? What greater dil- 
honour can we put upon the Word of God, 
Plal.127.8. which ſayes, Happy #4 be that hath his quiver 
full of them? Beſides, who knows, but that 
this laft child may be an eminent inftrument 
to Gods glory, a veſſel of uſe1n his genera- 
* tion, and a bleſſing to the whole family ? 
But, fo much for the firſt point ; That it is 
- —_— to be with child, ina ſtate of wed- 
Jock. 


CG H A P, F 


- > ——. p 


A Preſent for Teeming Women, 


CHAP. I 


Prayer, The duty of women with child. 


Have been longer than I intended on 
[| the firſt Chapter, to prove, that it is a 
mercy for women to be with child, I ſhall 


; endeavour to be more brief in the things 


—_—_ 


| following ; which are the ſeveral duties 


that pertain to women in that eſtate. If 
they make any conſcience of fitting them- 
ſelves for their travel, or would have any 
hope of Gods aſſiſtance therein, I ſhall de- 
fire them to give heed to the Scripture- 


| rules here gathered by my ſerious care, for 


their direction and conſolation. 

And I ſhall begin with that which they 
muſt begin with, go on with, and end with ; 
and that is, Prayer. 

And ſeeing there be many requiſites, 
that concurt tg render a prayer acceptable, 
I ſhall inflance in ſome few, and pals by the 
reſt, which are many, and are largely hand- 
led by other Authors. | 

You muſt be careful to direct your 
prayers to the right objeft, that is, to the 
whole Trinty. 

To God the Father, in the name of 


5 


Dr. Gozge 
of domeſt. 


duries, tr. 


6. p. $ot. 


Chriſt, by the aſſiſtance of his Spirit. ( a.) (a) Per- 
Not but that, 072 ſome occaſions, it is both K105 caſe of 


lawful and proper to invoke the ſecond,or thir 
pe 


. A conſe. lib. 
2:C-4:9+10« 
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(b) Cob- perſon of the Trinity; but uſually we are to 


bers treat. as of the Father, in the name: of Chriſt, 


£ gg? and to ſuch asking is his premiſe made. 


r2. p.c41. But thar which I chiefly aim at, is to 
Mat. 28.19 warn you to call upon God ozly (b) and 
Joh.16.23 not upon any Saint or Angel, as the man- 
(c) = ner 1s among the Papiſts; whoſe devoti- 
ſupra, c. 6, 98S are divided among ſo many Saints, 
qu. 1- Fthat 'tis no eafie matter to reckon their 
Sea. 2, meer names. Let it ſuffice us, that this 
( Aug. their folly hath nothing of warrant from 
gy the Scripture, but is meerly derived ( c ) 
21. /i5, 9, from the practice of thoſe vile Heathens, 
c.9.17. Who not liking to retain God in their knowleag, 
(2) Dr. became vain im their imaginations (d). As 
_ the Erhnicks had ſeveral Gods and Goddel- 
amy —_ ſes appropriated to ſeveral Countries, ſci. 
3. c. 5. p, ences, callings and diſeaſes ; ſo have the 
340. 341. Papiſts aſſigned a particular Saint forall oc- 
Vc, calions, (e) Lucina was called upon by 
EP the Heathens, to give deliverance from 
Partnds, the pains in child-birth; and the Papiſts 
Ageria, have given this office of chjef Midwife to 
and many St, Margaret. (f) And the better to co- 
more. Jour the buſineſs, they tell us a ſtory in 
- - a1 heir Legends aurea, ( which with many 
religions, Other of like credit were taken out of ether 
See. 4. lying GreehSimeon Metaphraltes)(g Ythatthis 
p-126, St, Margaret fuftering Martyrdom under 
(e) Medes Drocleſian,as ſhe was preparing todie pray= 


_—_ of « ed to God, that whoſoever ſhould wor- 


times, p, *ſhip the Tabernacle of her Body, and 
129, 130, | | 
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| * build an Oratory in her name, and there- 
| <in offer ſpiritual Sacrifice, yea, that 


© who ſo ſhould read or remember her 


' *<name, might have remiſſion of ſin, and 
| © deliverance from all evil, with much 


; © more to the ſame purpoſe. 


And pre- 


\*ſently there was a great Earthquake ; 
'© and the Lord Himſelf with a hoſt of 


*® 


| © holy Angels, ſtanding by her, ſaid to 
© her, Be of good cheer, and fear nor, 


'©for I have heard thy prayers, I have 
' © fulfilled, and will in due time fulfil, "what- 
: © foever thou haſt asked, even as thou haſt 


© asked it. But if this Goddeſs he nor 


: ſufficient, yet they have their Lady 71a- 
;7y, for an univerſal Mediatrix, to whom 
' they attribute as much as to God the 

| Father, and Jeſus Chriſt, as may be ſeen 


by their many fragments of prayers to her, 


' intheir Miſſals, Roſaries, andour Ladies Pſal- 


£ 


% 

. 
4 
vt 


a, 
v5 


* 


ter, Andleſt any ſhould doubt of pretent 
help from the Virgin, they tell many wick- 
ed unclean ſtories of her not fit to be tran- 
{cribed; and among the beſt thzs 5s one, (a) 
© That aholy Abbels, notwithſtanding her 
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(a) Vin- 
cent; hiſt. 
I1b. 7. C. 


© vow and pretence of chaſtity, was ( as 86. 
© the manner 15 in their Niunneries ) got with (b)Witneſs 
{* child,and the Virgin Marycame and plaid he Anate- 


©the midwife for her, and ſent the baſtard 
'* by two Angels to a certata Hermite to be 


my of the 


Engliſh 
Nunnery 


{© broughtup. (6b) Sure, this baſtard had at Lisbone 
gooaluck to eſcapethe common cruelty of thoſe 12 Portu- 


Nwnr, gal, þ. I2e 


(a) Uſhers whom ( 4 


Anſw. to 
the Iriſh 
Jeſuit. p. 


416, 
(b)Epiphan, 


het. 78. 


John 14. 
I3. ch. 16. 


IG, 23, 24» 


Heb.J. 25. 


| find, and that zt ſhall be opened unto them. | 
iTim,2.5. And ſure I am, that there 3s none in hed- | 


A PreſentFfor Teeming Women. 
Nuns, who uſe for the moſt part to kill, and 
then toconvey into ſome ſecret place,their baſe- 
born Infants. But I hope the very: naming } 
of thele foul abſurdities will alienate any 
Chriſtian heart from praying to St. Mary, 
or St. Margaret, in this or any other extre- 
micy ; bur rather ſer them reſolve, with , 
the woman of Canaan, to come to Chriſt, Of © 
) Chryſoſtome oblerves ( three 
that ſhe came to Chriſt 
without any mediatour, and had a happy an- 
iwer. And (6) another Ancient reckons 
the worſhip of the bleſſed Virgin, or any 
other Saints, adoftrine of devils. 

- Sure it is, thar the Son of God who 
hath one Will, and one Eſſence with the 
Father, and whom God heareth alway, hath | 
graciouſly authorited us to ask in his name, 
with exceeding great and precious promi- ': 
ſes, that zt ſhall be given them, that they ſhall 


or four times ) 


ven befides him, nor any other name given uns | 
der heaven; for theres but one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Feſus, who is able to ſave them to the utter- 
moſt that come to God by him,ſeeing he ever liv- ® 
eth to make interceſſion for them. He is the © 
way, the truth,and the life. The way,where- 3 
by our prayers have accels into the Father's - 
preſence; the truth, whereby the Fathers * 
Willis revealed to us; and the life, where- [3 


by ! 


| A Preſent for Teeming Women. 29: 
2 by weenjoy the glory and preſence of God 
| for ever. Now, who would deſire to 
walk by ſtar-light, when the Sun ſhines at 
noon day ? or to be beholden to the bor- 
rowed righteouſneſs of any Romiſh Saints, 
* when the Sun of righteouſneſs himlelf is 


"<= UV”. 1 IJ. 


> 


b '; riſen with healing in his wings ? If our 
f ; Saint- worſhip were tolerable, methinks it 
- 5 ſhould have beenin the dayes of Loſes, and 
[t 7 the Prophets; but our adverſaries the Pa- 
] - 


/ Piſts docorfeſs, that this Doctrine and pra- 

15 ' ctice was then altogether unknown. Andif 

Y *: the //-ael! of God did never petition Abra- 

4 ham, Iſaac, or Facob, Noah, Damel.,or Fob, 

; to intercede for them ;-much leſs doth this 

* foolery become us,to whom a Saviour 3s born, Iſa, 9. 6. 

* and to whoma Son is given, WO by one offer- Heb.10.14 

ez, | ing hathperfetted for ever them that are ſan- 

" : ified, i.e. hath made perfect proviſionfor 

his Saints, that their prayers ihall through 

him be received while they live, and their 

fouls received when they die. Therefore 

let others, if they will not be diſlwaded, . 

fetcha compals about by the mediation of 

canonized Saints 3 but let us who have re- Eph. 4.21. 

# ceived the truth as it is in Feſus, hold faſt our Heb.4. 14. 

b prejeſpon, and go by him only to the Father. Jug 6. 5 
| In a word ; They that expect the leaſt #5” 14% 

| crumb of comfort by the mediation of 

2 Saints ſhall ſpeed no better than Dzves, in 

;} beſeeching Abraham for a drop of water to LuK. 16, 

3 cool his tongue in Hell. But leaving theſe *+ 

| : ___ wretch 
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40: 


proceed. 

'Tis not ſufficient for women.,. or any o- 
ther, to pretend a good heart towards 
God ; but they muſt alto, offer Him rhe 
calves of their lips. I confels, the chief re- 
quiſite of a prgying Chriſtian is, to lifc up 
the heart to God, in defires and groans that 


Rom.8.26. cannot be uttcred, to flie to him for help in 


diſtreſs, and to make him our rock of de- 
fence. As the Iſraelites, when affliction 
Pial.78.35- was upon them,they remembred that God was 
their rock ,and the moſt high God their redeem- 
(a) Per- er. (4) Of this the Apoſile ſpeaks, Pray 


 . kins ce of continually, that is, mentally ; but | fay, 


conſe. li. this is nor all, we muſt glorifie God with our 
% 65 bodies and ſpirits, which are his; we muſt 
Lam- 3.41. /ift up our hands with our heartsto God inthe 
liz. 62. 7. Heavens; We mult bow our knees to the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and not keep (1- 
lence, but utter our requeſts with our 
tongues, and open our mouths, that our 
+ HIps may utter his praiſe,” and that we may 
with verbal expreſſions quicken our ſelves, 
in making our requeſts known to him, with ſup- 
plication and prayer; we muſt offer our ſtrong 
crees, and /miteon our breaſts, with the Pub- 
lican, and bemoar our felves with Ephraim, 
and ſeek the Lord with weeping,and with ſup- 

lication. | 
As for the many qualifications required 
in the Perſon and Duty, I ſhall ſamm them 


up 


wretches to their incurable folly, let us. 


Paget on toe OR 


md Wt oo, » OQ GM 1 
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up in the words of a moſt earned Divine: 
(b) © God is ſo holy, and jealous of his (5) Dr. 
< worſhip, that he expects there” ſhould be —_ bi 
© preparation in our acceſſes to him; Pre- I n+: 
© paration of ozr perſonz, by purity of life; Tobi r.13. 
© preparation of our ſervices, by choice of Luk. 15. 
© matter; preparation of oxur  hexrts, by 17, 18. 
© finding them our, ſtirring them up, fix- 7 Sh. 7+ 
* ing them, feiching them in, and calling j@, g,. -, 
© together all that 1s within us to prevail Pſa. 57.7,2. 
© with God. ( And alittle after, he adds) 2 Chr. 30. 
© We muſt attend to Gods will; as' the —_ 
*rule of our prayers, to his precepts and a4 
© promiles, for. the matter of our prayers, 25, © 
© and to the guidance of his holy Spirit, as Rom.8.36. 


| ©the life and principle of our prayers, 4's: <p- 


D 


4 
: 
% 
: 
: 
* 


a 
ty 
*. 


purpoſely and profitably handled this ſub-c,1 1jje. of 
E 


© without which we know not what to ask. ven - - 


* Prayersthus regulated are moſt feafonable yr. 2. 7: 

© and ſoveraign duties in times of trouble.-am.1.1, 7: 

© The key which openeth a door of mercy ; Mar. 16. 

© the ſlice which keepeth out an inunda- 2+ 27 

©tron - of Judgmems. Facob wreſtled, 

©and obtained a bleſſing, Amos prayed, 

© and removed a curſe. The woman of 

© Canaan Will not be' denied with a de- - 
| Mr. Parre, 


C ns ; 
nral. "0. Ne his Abba 
As for other circumſtances, conditions, g,,z,, 


| modes, and concomitants af Prayer, as D.wilkins 
| Fic Humility, Sincerity, Importunity, his Gije of 


1 Patience, &c. I ſhall refer the Reader ro P!'9er- 


thoſe' many Engliſh Authors, which have þ;" _ 


jeCt, prayer, 


"of 


$ Wy 
A 
- * 
A + 
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je, and ſo crave leave to go on to what 
follows, only begging the Readers excuſe, 
if in” this Chapter and upon all other oc- 
calions, I ſpeak againſt Popery, ſeeing 
when I writ the firſt Edition, it was ſpread- 
ing andincreaſmg all over England, but now 
their burning of London, and their inſolent 
threatnings and carriages, have awakened 
a juſt indignation in all true Engliſhmen 
againſt them. However 'tis good to ſee 


their falſehood and to be eſtabliſhed in the 


Scripture-truths. 


- - CHAP: Il. 


Repentance, The duty of women with child, 


R 7c 2 never out of ſeaſon, except 


with Eſau and Judas we go about it too 
late. ?Tis the common duty of all, whe- 
ther married or unmarried, whether with 
child, or not, to renew the daily practice 
of Repemtance; but, as the Scriptures a- 
bundantly teſtifie, it is »woft eſpecially requi- 
fite, - when afflictions are felt or feared, and 
dangers approach ;. ſo that it muſt needs be 
ſeatonable for women, .in this condition, 
to renew their repentance without delay. 
For whereas it is unſafe to truſt to our 
former repentance, leſt it be found defe- 
Ctive and onſound; therefore the ſureſt courſe 
4s to repent, againand again. Who 2 - 
ne 


o 
[2 
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the daughters of Eve can remember the ſin 
of her who was firſt in the tran{grefſion, 
without ſhame and ſorrow ? And yer while 
you blame her foll-; in eating the forbidden 
fruir, the guile thereof, without rexe 1- 
tance, will redound upon your telves. Her 
ſin was turning from the Creator to the 
Creature, Repentance 1s a returning from 
ſin, lelf, "the world, and the —— to 
God. 

And while you carry a burthen. in your 
womvs, then, if ever, you had need to be 
caſed of the heavier burthen of ſin, which 
cannot be done without repentance. You 
mult repent of the miſcarriages of your 
lives, if you would be provided againſt 
the danger 'of a miſcarrying womb, Pot 
miſt willingly endure the pangs- of re- 
penfance, if you would ſafely bear the 
pangs of your travel. You muſt uſe your 
ſelf to godly ſo220w 1n 'the time of your 
ſtrength, if you expect any comfo2ft from 
God in the hour of pour pain. You muſt 
humble your ſelf befoze Gov, if you de- 
lire that God ſhould- then ratſe you up. 
Pou mult fake out the Ring of ſin by re- 
pentance, and then affiicions cannot hurt 
you. Jn your health remember your ſin; 
and God will in judament remember 


mercy. 
And I therefore fubjoyn this duty of Re- 


j pentance, next after Prayer; becauſe. Hf 


2 
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Hab.1. 13- zoe, but #5 of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
So that if we pray without repenting 
hearts, we do but mock God, and deceive 
our ſelves. We cannot draw nigh to him 
in truth, nor will he draw nigh to us in 
mercy. unleſs we withdraw our ſelves from 
iniquity,..and be at the greateſt elongation 
from ſin that can be. 

But this repentance muſt be univerſal, for 

(a) Sp?%- allfin. (4) For one leak will fink a ſhip, 

o oP one wound ſtrikes Goliah dead, as well as 

old, 9.298, three and twenty did Ceſar ; one Dalilah 
-will do Sampſon as much milchief as all the 

Philiſtines ; one wheel broken diſorders a 

whole clock ; one vein's bleeding, if not 

ſtanched, willlet out the life ; one Flie will 
ſpoil a; whole box of ointment; by eating 
one apple Adam loſt Paradiſe ; one Achan 
was a trouble toall 1ael ; one Fonah, if 
faulty, is a lading too heavy for one ſhip, 
So one fin cauſes too much injury to God, 
and brings too much guilt and burthen up- 
on the conſcience : (b) If feven thieves 
enter the houſe, fix' of them being over- 
come, and the ſeventh lie lurking in ſome 
corner, the Maſter of that houſe is ſtill in 
danger. If the bird, or the mouſe, be held 
in the ſnare, though but by one leg, their 
wholeoody is in danger. Thus all fin, and 

Exod. 10, fine leaſt ſin, maſt be repented of.. Pharaoh - 

wauld let the People go, after he had - 

| | dur 


{b) Tho. 
Stapletoni 
prompt. 


: 
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dured many plagnes, fo as they would leave 
their ſheep and their cattel behind them. 
So Sathan would keep ſomething of ſin in 
us, which may be as a pledge of our retarn-. 
ingto himagain. And we woald willing- 
ly, when weare convinced of the neceffity 
of repentance, yet roll ſome ſweer morlſel 
under our tongues, and be excuſed in one 
or two of our incurable ſins ; but if we will, 
in earneſt, forſake the Egyptian bondage of 
ſin, we muſt reſolve, with 1oſes, thatriot 


. a hoof ſhall be lefr behind us, but all ini- 


quity put away out of our hands, and all our 
ungodly words left off, and all our wicked 
thoughts forlaken, and all imaginable wick- 
edneſs mourned for, and by degrees relin- 
quiſhed. (c) As the Dove fears every (/ 
feather of the Eagle, and the skin of 
Lion ſtuffed with traw will make the leſſer 
beaſts to keep adiſtance; ſo all thecircum- 
ſtances, occaſions, reliques and appearan- 
ces of fin, muſt be bewailed, ſuſpected, 
andavoided, For as a womandelivered of 
her child is not out of danger while the af- 
ter- birth remains ; ſo a repenting ſoul, dif- 
covering, confeſſing, and forſaking ſome 
ſins, is not yet fafe, if there be a reſerve of 
other ſins. And while. your body is yet in 
any ſtrength, you ſhould ſet about this ne- 
ceflary work of repentance, without de- 
lay. For the bitterneſs and weight of ſin 
muſt be taſted and felt one time or other 3 
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(4) fo that, as a Landlord takes a great- 
er fine of his Tenant at firſt, and the leſs 
rent afterwards: So the more time, care, 
and tears yau ſpend in repentance at firſt, 
the leſs it will coſt you to renew it after. 
wards Bur if you till put it off, till your 
travel comes ſuddenly- upon you, at beſt 
you run a great hazzard, and lade your ſelf 
with ſuch a burthen, and incur your ſoul 
into ſuch danger, from which it will be 
more difficult ro be delivered, than from 
the peril it ſelf, of child-bearing. So that 
if your body and ſoul ſhould both milſcarsy, 


it Ezck.33-4 arid die together, God is juſt, and your 


blood will be on your own head, for your form- 
er neglect of the time and ſpace of repen- 
tance. | 

Beſides this, which chiefly concerns your 
ſelf, the conſideration of the child which 
you carry in your womb ſhould quicken 
you to repentance, as foon as you feel it 
quick within you : For, as the fancy and 
longing of a woman with child doth ſome- 
times make ſuch ſtrange impreſſions on the 
child in the womb, that it carries ſome 
ſign thereof after irs birth; And as the 
hurt, bruiſe, or fall of a woman, in that 
condition, makes her child {ſometimes im- 
perfect, monſtrous, cripled, or deformed, 
to the day of its death ; 1o you ſhould fear, 


leſt the fin of your ſoul, by nature; tranſ- 


mit ſome like foul diſpoſition, and' leave 
ſome 


—— oe IP, a : 


them, they ſhallbring forthchildrentothe mur- 


u & ks *: s x. 
ne ena > bite ARR ends © at, - 


from the womb,and from the conception;tbongh 


ſevere and dreadful manner ; his curſe 
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ſome ſuch ſpor on your ehild, as ſhall be a 
ſtainto his name, and a blemiſh to your fa- 
mily. Leſt your corruptiens prove innate 
qualities in him; leſt you have eaten ſowre EzZck. 18. 
grapes, and your childrens teeth be ſet on *: 

eape. 
You ſhould alſo take care to prevent the 
curſe of God on your child, for your fake. 
Think with your ſelf, if God ſhould fay to 
me as to Hagar, Behold, thouart with child, Gen. 16. 
and ſhalt bear a ſon,and he ſhall bea wild man, 11, 12. 
his hand will be againſt every man, and every 

mans hand againſt him. Would you not count 

your ſelf unhappy, in being the mother of 

ſo deſperate a child ? Have you not allo 

1ead what God ſayes of Ephraim, Their glo- yo, g. rx, 
ry ſhall flee away as abird fromthe birth, and 12, 13. 


they bring forth chilaren, yet I will bereave 


therer. The meaning is,that the judgments of 
God ſhould light on their poſterity in a moſt 


ſhould be upon them in the womb, and ap- 
pear in their deftruction, as ſoon as they 
were born. Inſomuch that the Prophet 
being exceedingly troubled at the thought 
thereof, prays, in the next words; GzveMoſ. 9.14. j 
them,O Lord,what wilt thou give them ? Grve 
them a miſcarrying womb aud ary breaſt s.That 
is, ſeeing of two evils unavoidable, the 
leaſt is moſt eligible ; let ir pleaſe the Lord, 


E 4 if 
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if he will, not remove, yet to alter, or mi- 
tigate his curſe. If ] may- not pray for 
g00d. to his people, ler me intreat for a 
more tolerable evil. Let them therefore, 
O Lord, rather not conceive or bring! forth, 
than to ſee them butchered and ſlain by 
their mercileſs enemies, or expoſed to ſuch 
heavy calamities as might make them to 
wiſhthat they had never been, or that our 

- wombs had been their graves. Now lee- 
ing this. is threatned them for their fins, 
and is written for your admonition, fear, 

Hol. 14- 1,therefore, leſt God do ſoto.you., and more alſo, 

2. And for the prevention of theſe miſeries on 

your unborn infants, rake with you words, 
1d turn to the Lord,that he may take away all 
mnigttty, and receive you graciouſly. 
Bur in this practice of repentance, you 
muſt take heed and beware of the leaven of 
* Popery; for you need not make auricular 
confeſſion to a Prieſt, nor ſeek Popiſh ablo- 
lution from a Confeſlor, nor expect their 
injunction of ſome tedious or ridiculous 
penance, nor eſteem penance a Sacrament, 
nor undertake a fruitleſs or idolatrous pil- 
Srimage, or think to fatisfie God by lome | 
good works for any fin paſt, nor be at coſk | 

. ro purchaſe an indulgence, or to buy a | 

| | yot-1. s. pardon from that Man of ſin. Only be 

TEE >. 38.13,  farthful and juſt in confeſſion to God, and he 
= - 32.5. Will be faithful to forgive. Yea, as ſoon as 

+ 33-24+ tou reſolveſt in thine heart, with David, no 

longer 
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knowledg them to God, he will forgive. 


longer to conceal thy tranſgreſſions,. but to ac- 


49 


Renew this praQtice as often, and with 


as much ſorrow and contrition, as you can ; 
'and the Father of mercies will ſurely hear 
'thee bemoaning thy ſelf,and will remember thine 
mniquity no more, And therefore abound in 
ſecret mourning, till thou -heareſt what God 
will ſpeak, he wall ſpeak peace to his people, 
' but let them nat return again to folly. Make 
.it, therefore, thy chief aim in repenting, 
'to be renewed in the inner parts, to have a 
mew heart, and a new ſpirit, that ſo all old 
i things may paſs away, and all things become 
3-ew, Whereas, if you ſpend never ſo 
{ much time and ſirength in confeſſion, la- 


! mentation, and ſ{upplication, and yet your. 


pt 


Jer.z1.18. 


Pfal. 85. 8, 
Iſa: 32. 6. 


Ezek. 36. 
28 - 


2 Cor. 5. 


Eph. 4-24- 


4 heart unchanged, you will, notwithſtand-. 


Zing, return, with the ſwine, to her wallow- 
2 ng in the mire, How many ſuch penitents 
7 hath the Church been peſtered with ? Ma- 
*ny men in ſickneſs, many women when 
{ near their trayel, have ſeemed ſerious Con- 
2 verts, and have uttered many penitential 
3 deſires and purpoſes, both ro God and 
man; but when once. they are deli- 


Z vered, they forget - their obligations to | 
3 God, and /xffer [ever worſe devils to enter. Mat,12:45 
And therefore make as ſure work 


Twich your deceitful Hearts as you can, 
4by mournful confeſſion, ſevere morti- 


(4) Com- 


fication, more holy converſation, &c. - 


oO 
( 4 ) Thus ſhould good 
women make amends 
for their firſt offence, 
Eve no ſooner receiv- 
ed an 1] motion, but 
ſhe delivers it ro Adam; 
ſo they ſhould no 
ſooner receive good, 
but they ſhould im- 
part it. Biſh. Hall's 
Contemplation, lib, 10. 
 Þ+ 19%» 
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(4) Communicate your zeal 
to others, reprave, rebuke, 
exhort, and warn your family, 
night and day, with tears, 
bring forth fruit meet for repen- 
tance, that others may ſee you 
have been with Feſus. This do, 
and continue doing, while 
you yet are upon. your legs, 
and while you have breath in 
your noſtrils; and then you 


ſhall find your /aborr not in vain in the Lord. 
but a means to ſupport you under bodily 
labour : Ther youſhall fee of the travel of your 
ſoul, when God {ſhall aſſiſt you inthe hour 
of travel. Therefore, gird up the loyns of 


your mind, be: intent and ſedulonus in this 

great work of making peace with God, 

' and he will deliver you in that critical 
P(al.go0.15- hour; and raiſe you up, that you may glorifie 
EIN. 


A Preſent for Teeming Women. GE 
al F _— | 
” } CHAP. IV. 


Sz _ Reading of Scriptures, The duty of women 

i- '\ mih child. « 

1H 1 D 

2, |: ROD gave no ſmall gift to the world,in 

e G giving thelight of che Sun, (a) which (a) 2: 
S, ; among viſible creatures is the higheſt em- *# cm 
n |} blem of his own Eſſence and Glory : Wirh- 7 fmper 


'2Þ . . e 2 em er 
u { out which the whole earth would languiſh, iſ Foyer 
, | 


. 


k and be worſe than a howling wildernels. & legere. 
4 Bur it was a greater, to give to our ſouls Ang. de 
7 underſtanding and immortality, whereby CP: 

» we tranſcend all ſublunary creatures, and tip 

{ are Capable of communion with God and 

\ his Angels; Without which we could ne- 

| ver aſpire to Heaven above, but muſt have 
been ſlaves to the meaneſt creatures upon 

| earth. And yet it was a far richer benefit 

E co mankind, to give us the written Word, 

$ and the preateſt (next to Jelus Chrilſt, 

$ the eſſential Word ) which the Father of 
23 Lights could have beſtowed on the world ; 

1 in compariſon of its greater glory, the 

| Iighr of the Sun hath no glory. By this, 

| our underſtandings are made wile, and our 

1mmortality made happy. 

The Scriptures ar2 the myſteries of 
Gods eternal counſel, the portraicture of 
thoſe infinite perfeCtions, that lay hidden 
- In his breaſt from all eternity, the written 

GO 


+ \ 


52 A Preſent for Teemins Women. 

copy of that Law of God, which was origi- |! 
nally writtenin the heart of Adam; the only * 
ſupream rule of good and evil. They cen- * 
tain ſuch knowledg as wilt enlarge, raviſh, 
ant transform a teachable and ſtudious 

Pal, 40. 7. foul. 1 the volume of this book it 1s writ- 
ten of Chriſt, (that God of pods,that Head of 


Antels, that King of kings, ) whole Incarna- , 
4 


dats. ALE AF. ca 


tion is theMyſtery of Myſteries, and whoſe 
work of Redemption is the ſumm of all 
Mercies. In a word, in them is an exact 

map of the h=-avenly Canaay, an exact de- - 
| lineation of the way thereunto, and a full 
account of the deeds and evidences of our 

inheritance therein. 

How abominable, then, is the blaſphemy 
of the apoſtate Papiſts, ( 4 ) 
8. ) A = Jewels reply to who equal the Pope, or a Coun- 
«ora a... cil, or Traditions, with the 
Door Fack ſon on the Scripture; and ſpeak diſhonour- 
Creed, {ib, 2.ſef. 1. ch. ably of the authority and (uffi- 
I. pag. 238: ad. 405, ciency of the ſacred Volume ? 
| * And how intolerable is that 
Mo Ka - bloody crew, which will inflict 
Ds the moſt cruel deaths on tho{e 
(b) Scripta — be- ofthe Laity that procure a Bi- 
|: pg A : digit. Þlein their valgar tongue ? (6) 
Tertyl, lib. de Trin. Unwilling they are, that rhe:r 
| folly ſhould be made manifeſt to all 
men and women ; knowing that ignorance 
is the mother of their idolatrous devotions. 


But, to leave controverſies, let me go on, 
| and 


to nh Point Og oe AY as A AE AE A ay es Pg a nab ww 
= " Fr 
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J aod remember thoſe women to whom I 

y © ſpeak, that ir is their duty to read, their 

, happineſs toenjoy, and ſhould be their de- Wong 
light ro peruſe che holy Scriptures. * Cer- y,,,,jpe. 

' tain we are, thar God commanaed all Parents Baſ. ca.n4, 
2 to teach their children the words of bis Law. T Poly- 

£ | and that accordingly Solozpn was inſtructed _ ad 
q by his Mother, Apollos by. Priſcilla, and Ti- es Ppen- 
a, . ; - Or1- 
e þ mothy by his Grandmother Lois. + Both'gey, in re. 
1 4 the Greekand Latine Fathers did uſe, with vit. hom. g. 
1 all vehemency, to exhort their hearers to Auguſt. in 
& get them Bibles, and read-the'Scriptures at Cololl. 3. 

Y Chryſoſt. 
home, and to talk of them to each other, ;, Joh.hom. 
! without exception of ſex or age. Yea, i. & aliti- 
| faith a Popiſh writer, leſt women ſhould ſepius. 
be thought to be excluded from theſtudy of (2 ) Ma. 
the Scriptures, there is a tradition that _ 
e vita per 
(4) the Mother of our Lord was wont to ,,,, 1, 
{ſpend from the; ninth hour of the day till religiſe 
{ Syn-ſet, in reading the old Teſtament, Heir. /. 2, 
mentions alſo one S;/via, a noble Lady, that £P- 5: 


{ dedicated part of every night to reading ruin on 


| the Bible; and of one Cecilia, a Roman rage 2 
} Lady, who, whenat home, never let her doubtleſs 
{ Bible go out of her hands, when ſhe went the ele 
abroad- alwayes carried it in her bolom, Tacks y 
| when ſhe was in company alwayes made it m9. cu 
$ her diſcourſe : Thus, faith he, ſhe lived' a an Epiſtle, 
$ chaſte Virgin, and died a ſtout Martyr, be- might as 

y ing ſo raviſhed with the ſweetnels of Chriſt, lawfully 

3 by daily reading ſomething of him, that © nn 
9 ſhe willingly endured the bitterneſs of ,, > 44" 
p; | her piſtle. 


) » 
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er laſt torments, out of the deſire ſh 
b M . v. . _ E 
() ore _— _ with Chriſt. (b) AHterom like- 
ren wiſhes one Lady to whom he writes, 
Epiſtles to © hang theſe jewels alwayes at her ears ; 
Euſtachi- _ to — a widow, he gives this advice, 
—_— ws —_— ſly the holy Scriptures; and 
+4 em, ſome- learned writers, who 
harr, were knownto beſound in the faith. How 
ayes, much he abhorred the reading of idle Ro- 
—_— _ obſcene Poetrs,is well known by 
- hw Pa ages of his. He allo relates at 
y ge the great love Marcella, anoble Wid- 
"2 ow, had to the Scriptures, and of the 
(c ) Hier, Lady Paula, (c) that ſhe cauſed all her 
—_— maid-ſervants ro learn frequently ſome 
pr of the Pſalms, or other Scripture, 
— 4 fo _ (4d) And another Ancient, 
_— gl g ſome account of the knowledge, 
minis. lib.s, piety then abounding in all Chriſti- 
The like  2S, ſayes thus, Te may commonly ſee 
of Gor?gz- only the teache: d T - 
of Goree- " Sarhs chers = rulers, but the mean- 
on ers, a> 00g the principles 'of 
— -» "ao gion 5 ana not only learned women, 
Orat. fue - alſo ſuch women as live by their la- 
bri in Gor. 0987, Seamſters, Maid-ſervants, KC. can 
gon. reaſon of the Holy Trinity, and of the Crea- 
tion of the World, and of the Nature of man- 
_ a great deal more tkilfully then either 
"Sg _ - _ were ever able to do. Thus 
- cant - nd we find that wicked apo- 
lan-(6. & 1 Julian objecting it againſt the Chri- 
IE lans as an abſurd thing among them, that 


(2x 


they | 
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they permitted their women and children 
to read the Scriptures. So that we lee 


whoſe followers the Papiſts are, in finding 


the ſame fault with Proteſtants now. And 


; were there no other argument, this might 
| ſuffice with a religious mind, that, as Ter- 


» 13 2 I 1.4 = % 
KS os y Ae "> : 
RR pee 4-0 = F act 4 Ny 4 


/ to read the Scriptures. Let me therefore 


tallianſaid, it could not but be ſome great 
g00d which Nero condemned ; ſo it cannot 
but be a ſingular profit to all men, women, 
and children, to read, daily in the book of 
God, ſeeing Fulian, and the Pope, and all 
the inſtruments of Saran do ſo much op- 
pole it. 'Tis therefore to be bewailed, 
that whereas in the times of former perſe- 


| cutions, men would travel by night many 


miles to one that could acquaint them with 
any part of the Scripture in the Engliſh 
tongue, and would give twenty ſhillings 
for a new-Teſtament, and a load of Hay 


for the Epiſtle of St. Fames, (the Word of 7 SAM. x, 
| the Lordbeing precious in thoſedays) and yet I. ., 


now that Bibles are cheap, 'and children 
are more generally taught to read) than in 
former ages, yet (I lay) 'is + 
on, that Proteſtants had need be exkorted 


conclude this point with my earneſt intrea- 
ty to all readers, eſpecially the afflicted, 
and . women that expect that dreadful af- 
fiction in child-bearing, to be more con- 
ſtant in reading the Scriptures. The Scrip- 


| tyres being ( 4) as one fayes, a Shop of (4) paid; 
_ O Me- zz Plal, x» 


- 
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| 3 by 5 Chriſt Himſelf. He looks down from hea: 


+ - Pal. 14. 2. 
32.3 ” bp: AW / 4.4 
© ef.g, &c, 0 every member of the Church, / knows 
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medy for every malady and danger. There 
you may ſee,as I ſhewed you in the begin- 


ning of this book, what was the practice 


of pious women when barren, whar when 
with child, what ſongs of thanx(ſgiving 
when delivered, what courſe they took for 
the education of their children; &c. God 
John 5.39-alſo hath commanded you to ſearch the 
P = * © Scriptures, and hath promiſed to give un- 
_ derſtanding to them that ſearch for wiſdom. If 
you underſtand not, pray to him and you 


ſhall underſtand. For the meek he will teach. 


medicines from whence you may fetch re- | 


his way,and ſatisfie the deſire of every hungry | 


(a) Aug.9: ſoul : ( a) It cannot be ( fay the Fathers) 
Chrylolt. that any with earneſt ſtudy and diligence 


4 oF. bd " - "s 
_ ont reading the Scriptures, ſhould be lefr deſti- 


3-and in tute: for although we lack the inftraction *' 


Gen. hom. of man, yet will God himſelf enter into 


35-Origen. our hearts, and caſt a beam of light into 


bo Exod. * ur minds, and open things that are hid- 
OA. 9 ol X "W.. o ; 
den, and-become our teacher of ſuch things 

as we know not. He reveals that to wo- 


men and' children, which he hides from 
(5) Ori- the wiſe and prudent. (6b) And as read- 


gen. in inp the Scripture angers the Papiſts, 1o it 
_— _ angers the Devil, and rejoyces the good 
Angels that attend us,. yea *tis a delight to 


ven, to ſee if there be any that underſtand, 
and ao good,and ſeek after God; andhe ſays 


d - thy 
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thy works. 'Tis alſo comfortable to your 

ſelves, "twill give you a fight of fin chac 

you may be humbled; and of a Saviour by 

whom you may be reconciled ro God. 

"Twill direct you to every good work, 

"twill ſeaſon your mind with holy thoughts, 

furniſh 'you for every condition, that 1o 

when your time of pain approaches, you 

may through patience and conſolation of the Rom. 1 5: 
Scripture have hope. Only remember to 2. 

read the book of God with more reverence 

than any other book. The Fews are curi- 

ous, even to {uperitition, in handling the 

Sacred Volume, and keeping ir clean, 
efteeming it a prodigious milchance if any 

of chem lets his Bible fall to the ground. 

(4) And the Moſcovites touch not this (2) Roſſe 
Book without ſolemn bowing even to the his. view 
ground ; theſe things are neediels ; hag " 
needfal ir is, that when we read the Bible, Wy = 
we compole our hearts ts an awful and _— 
rentive frame, remembring that.our maker, 

and prelerver, and redeemer, doth then 
acquaint us with the Law by which we 

muſt live here, and by which we ſhall be 

judged hereafter ; therefore lifc up a prayer FY 2: 3» 
to him, as Davidofcen doth,for more quick Par. _ 

: a . I19+ 
underſtanding, and a more obedieat heart ; 
and do not huddle it over as a rask, and 
then lay ir aſide as a burthen, but chew up-/ ; > per. 
on it as thy food ; yea charge ic upon thy kins ca; of 
memory, and repeat and (6b) digett ir c02j7. 1i. 2. 

p F _ Often © 7: Þ- 7h 
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ofren in thy Meditation, that it may at [aft 
take hold of thy heart, and work in thee 
that which is well pleaſing in the fight of 
God. | Bur of Meditation I ſhall now ſpeak 
in the next place. 


RA PV; 
Alteditation, The duty of women with child, 


T cannot be, but women with child, 
waenthey begin to grow big and unwel- 
dy, muſt-be taken off from fuch manual 
imploymentsin which they were buſted be- 
fore, and muſt allow themſelves ſome reſt 
and retirement ; therefore they ſhould la- 
bour to make a good uſe of that time they 
have for Prayer, and Reading, and Medi- 
tation, &c. "Zeditation being then moſt in 
ſeaſon when other things are out of ſeaſon ; and 
hath herein the advantage of other duties, that 
it requires only the inner man to be imployed 
theremm., Idlenefs is alway dangerous, eſpect- 
ally the idlenefs of our minds, If the Devil 
find the ſoul idle, bell ſoon tmploy it. Ande| 
therefore were it only to prevent the in- 
curtion of ſinful and rroublelome thoughts 
12 our ſolitary fealons ; aud allo, as one 
(a) Bol- tayes, ( 4) leſt our {pirits like milſtones, 
ron, Gen-* Wanting griſt, grate themielves with vex- 
air, Þ. 71, ation," fears, dilcontents, and waſte them- 
lelves in a fruitlels endleſs melancholy ; 1 
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t ſay,” were it only to avoid this grand incgn- 
$7 venience, it were {afeſt to have alway ſome 
f choile head or other, of vious, profirable 


& XF matter, to bulie our heads and hearts a- 
3 bout: Nothing being more known among 
Chriſtians than the precepts and preſidents 
of this kind in Scripture : Nothing more 
frequent in the writings and Sermons of 
Divines. Therefore I ſhall not meddle with 
the duty in general, but as it properly con- 
|, | cerns women with child. | RE. 

- And for the better direction of _ thoſe 
who are willing to make ule of the help 
offered them, I ſhall preſenc them with 
thirreen Medications, which oy may en- 
large upon at their pleaſure : Not doubt- 
ing but that divers of them are able to add 
many others as pertinent and profitable as 
.thele. 


TC EEE” 
' 


MEDITATION I. 


(a) The Rabbins have a notion, that (1)7,yj:4- 
there are four ſpecial Keyes, which the :avit. Flo= 
Lord reſerveth in his own power. 1. The ! Rabbi- 
Key of Rain. 2. The Key of Food. 3. The A . 
Key of the Grave. 4.' The Key of the Heart. |, pc bd AF 
To: which: may be added, The Key of the 28. i Sam, 
Iomb. God hath opened my womb; oh 2. 5. Afis 
thar my heart were opened alſo! Nature = 4 
hath lockgd it againſt God, and my cuſto- /*"* 39 
mary ſjns have cauſed me, inſtead of opening 

| F 2 | when 


 w To TT To TOY 


\ 60 


” 


Rev. 3. 7. 
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when Chriſt knocketh, to add more bolts 
to keep him out. But oh, that: he who 
hath the key of David, who openeth, and none 
can ſhut, would break open, or lift up the * 
everlaſting gates of my ſoul, that the King of | 
glory might come in, and ſup with me: Then 
ſhould I have more cauſe than yet I have, 
to rejoyce in him, for opening my womb, 
and opening to me the treaſures of rain and 
food; yea, then I ſhould not care how ſoon | 


- a grave were opened. for my body, if my 


Joh. 1.13. 


heart were firſt opened by the grace of 
Chriſt. 


MEDITATION Il. 


There is a different generation and con- 
ception. The children of Adam are gene- |} 
rally propagated by ordinary generation; 
but Sampſon, Fephtah, &c. had wonders | 
accompanying their conception. The e- 
let of God, who are in due time regene- 
rate, are ſupernatarally born and conceiv- 
ed, not of fleſh and blood, but of the Will of 
God, TJelns Chriſt, as to his humane na- 
ture, was not begotten, but miraculouſly | 
conceived in the womb of the Virgin; as \ 
to his Divine nature, he was not conceiv: ; 
ed, but eternally begotten by the God and |: 
Father of all things. Though IT am not, 
like to be the Mother of a Prophet, or a® 
Judge in 1frael,though I have no miraculous .! 

or } 


or ſnpernatural conception, but am with 
child, through Gods bleſſing, by my hul- 
band, in a ſtate of matrimony ; yet I hope, 
defire and pray that God would prepare 
ſome ſingular bleſſing for the fruit of my 
womb. Oh that it might, as was Saint 


Fobn, be ſanitified from the womb, and be Lake r. 
filled with the holy Ghoſt, that we may have joy 14, 15: 


and pladneſi, and many may rejoyce at its 


birth, Oh that it might pleaſe God ſo to 


bleſs this unborn child, that ir may grow Luk. 1.80. 


and wax ſtrong in the Spirit, and may be- 
come ſo eminent in holineſs of, life, that 


others may ſay, Bleſſed is the womb that Luke 11. * 
| bare thee, and the paps that gave thee ſuck. 


MEDITATION II. 


And this ts the foxth month with her who Luk. 1.36. 


was called barren. It is moſt probable, ſhe 
was called, by way of reproach, the bar- 
ren wife ; and therefore not much let by, 
but rather vilified by the mothers in 1/-ael, 


God hath reſtrained the wombs of fame 


from bearing, but hath made mine fruit- 
ful. Whether the barrenneſs of ſome 


good women, which I know, be to them 


a curſe, I know not ; but, oh my foul, 
how great a curſe is ſpiritual barrennels ! 


And how cnrſed a creature do I then de- 
ſerve to be ! I am wiſe ro do evil ( though Tex, 1. 22, 


none t2ach me, or tempt ) but ts do good 
3 
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IThave no 'knowledg. | have ſtrong affeCti. 
ons-to love my friends, telf, &c. to hate 
my enemies, and to-'b= vext at worldly 
croſſes, and fear temporal dangers ; but 
how weak is my love to God, hatred of 
ſin, and' fear of his all-teeing eye! I have 
done many things for my: credit, profit, 
health, eale, c. but how barrex am 1, and 
unfruitful m the work of the Lord, and how 
little affected with the concernments of 
my ſoul! | have plenty of words for car- 


nal company, and can, wirhout fiudy or: 


help, vent 'my paſſhons with much fluency 
and readinels, if my ſervants or inferiours 
difpleaſe me; but the Lord knows, . and 
my ſoul is confounded to remember, that 
when fit occaſion and opportunity have 
been offered, yea, a neceſſity laid upon me, 
of reproving or admoniſhing my relations 
or acquaintance, of inciting and quickning 
my family to true godlineis, I have, ma- 
ny a time, ſaid little or nothing, I have 
quenched the fire of zeal that burned with- 


_ in me; I have by my needleſs ſilence ſeem- 


ed ro own what my foul abhorrs ;' yea, 
when I have purpoled and reſolved to 
ſpeak with ſerious earneſtnels in Gods be- 
half, my heart hath been barren of fit mat- 
ter, my tongue hath wanted words, and I 
have ſtood mute and filent, .as if poſſeſſed 
with a dumb Devil. Now, whence is 
this? If I be married to Chriſt, and im- 

| | planted 
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planted into him, why zs zt clap ? Surely [Mic. 27 
am not ſtreightned in bim, but in my ſelf. 

W herefore, oh my 1oul, go to him who 

only worketh both to will and to de of his own 

goed pleaſure; and never ceale 1mportun- 

ing him, 'tll he quicken me by his Spirit, 

and caule me to know and enjoy the vertues 

and powers of my Saviour. Then ſhall I 


bring forth my fruits unto holineſs, and my Rom.6.22, 
end ſhall be everlaſiing life. 


MEDITATION IV. 


Haſt thou not poured me out as ne Y .and Toh10,10, 
curdled me like cheeſe ? The child in my Wiſeret 
womb is made of the like ſubſtance as [ 7'Þ —_ 
was ; and though I now have growth, —_— : 
ftrength, beauty, or comelineſs, yet I was q,zn /;t 
once imperfe&t enough, when I was new: frivola a- 
ly begotten of man, and conceived in the /727uum 
womans womb. Alas, how vile are tho! qo | 
materials or which my body was made ? ,, —a 
Scripture draws a veyl of modeſt and me- nar. Hiſt. 
taphorical expreſſions over this unilghtly /. 7. c. 7. 
act of generation. And when I contfider, 
oh my toul, the poor original of my body, 

Alas, what prebeminence have I herein above 
a beaſt ? what cauſe to abiorr all thoughts 
of pride, and ro walk humbly all my 
dayes ? If the Peacock lets fall his Plumss, 
whea he beholds his black feet, have not [ 
cauſe to be caſt down with a lefs eſteem of 
F 4 my 
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Phil. 3.21- my ſelf; when I conſider my vile body ? In 


nothing more vile, than in its firſt coagu- 
lation of ignoble matter. whe 


MEDITATION V, 
Job 10.11- Thou haſt cloathed me with skin and fleſh 5 


' 6199 71 thou haſt fenced me with bones and ſinews. 
©. Though, in regard of the matter and man- 
Ti, 7, ner of my generation, my body is no ber- 
wy CY 

4429 0592, ter than a bag of flegm, a lump of blood, 
7 542% a moiſtned clod of earth ; yet when l raile 
£571, II my mind to the work of my Creator, who 
Tv 479 4 A 

T2 Le faſhioned me round about, covered me in my 
"AM. mothers womb, and formed me in the lowe(t 


Dees wn parts of the earth, | have then no caule ro ſay 


preouzrove £0 my Father, What haſt thou begotten? or to 


_ - Was Creator, Why haſt thou made me thus ? If 


20. where 1 May, in every creature, ſee ſome prints 
he uſes and footſteps of rhe wiidom, power, and 
the ſame goodneſs of God, in their formation, pro- 
phraſe avd qucion, and conſervation of their kind, in 
Co Joh a continual ſucceſſion for the uſe of man ; 
* how much more caule have l to ſearch out 
this work of God; in which there is as 

much of excellency, curioſity, and exact- 

nels of $kill, as in all the creation beſides. 

* S-r4y. *F Much is {aid by Philoſophers, Phyficians, 


lofiine 

inter aofliſtnos quers ac diſputari. poteft, quod utrim ab homi- 
ne inveriri poſſit ignore, Quando incipiat in utero hom1 UIveve, Kc. 
Avguſin, tom. 3+ Ench. ad Leur. C. 85. | 


An a- 
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Anatomiſts, &c. concerning this great ſe- 
cret of Nature, the Child inthe Womb. 
| They ſpeak, with much probability anPra- 
7 tional conjeCtnre, of the manner and mat- 
ter of generation and conception z of the 
very day when the womb, by its natural 
hear, begins to operate towards it, and 
when it receives its firſt * change into a * 5, 
fleſhly ſubſtance ; what day the brain, heart adventure 
and liver, begin to be diſtinguiſhed, and to reſolve 
when it receives a humane ſhape in other !* *hus, 
parts, though the whole be no bigger than — 9: "iow 
a {mall flie. Alſo how it is nouriſhed, and ;, [;,p;ine 
in what place and poſture it lies, if male, terni. By 
and in what, if female. What day it re-ſen carzem 
ceives, by the gift of God, a living ſoul, *” _ 
and when it begins to ſtir and calcitrate in == ag 
the womb, &c. But the further I dive and Geyh, 1 th, 
fearch into this matter, the more I am at to.7. de con- 
a loſs; ſtill new queſtions do ariſe, which /#-p-491- 
I cannot reſolve : Even this kuowledge #5 too Pl. 139. 6. 
wonderful for me. Solomon hath put a queſti- 
on, which I think himſelf could hardly 
anfwer; Knoweſt thou how the bones do grow Eccl.11:5. 
in the womb of her that is with child ? There- | 
fore, oh my ſoul, ler me ſing that ſong of 
David, ans, if poſſible, with Davids heart. 

] will praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and won- Plal. 139. 
derfully made, marvellous are thy works, and 415,16, 
that my ſoul knoweth right well. My ſubſtance *7* 

was not hid from thee, when I was made in ſe- 

cret, and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts 

0 


= 32, 


way 


of Sd —_— Rt. Ea We 
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Gerhard. of the earth. Thine eyes aid ſee my. ſubFance,yet 
w_ — being emperfett aud in thy book, all nty members | 
conjugio, wer@written,which in continuance werefaſhion- 
p. 492+ ed,when as yet therewere noneof them: How pre- 
ſpends c:045 al{o are thy thoughts unto me, O God, how 
ſome time ge47 ;5 the ſunm of them ? But I muſt nor, I 
+ eel cannot, here leave off this delightful Medi- 
" on this - ation, but muſt again praile the Lord, for 
place, but. that he hath not executed the curſe of _.4- 
71s chictly, Jazz,to the uttermoſt, upon us. Though fin 
us the - - hath robbed us.of mariy moſt deſirable per- 
earned, fact; . . - x 
and there. fections, yet there is that left, with which, 
_ foreT ſhalt and for which we may glorifie God. If we 
not tran- ſurvey the frame and building of this earth- 
inbe t. [y tabernacle, we ſhall find that rare ficneſs 
of every parr, and that ſymmetry of the 
whole, that we cannot but ſay, zts builder 
and maker is Goa, What ſhall I ſay of the 
ſeveral members and particles of our bo- 
dies, of the ſeituation of the more noble 
parts, and ſubordination of the reſt ; of 
the influences of the higher parts on thole 
that are leſs noble, of the many cnannels 
of conveyance, whereby the inner parts 
tran{mit blood, ſtrength, and ſpirits, to 
the exteriour and moſt remote 2 What, 
of the beauty, ſtrength, tenderneis, ma- 
jeſty, and fingular faculties of ſome parts ; 
of the contiguities and artificial connexion 
of all parts? what of the ſagacity of the 
five Senſes, the mixture of the four Ele- 
ments, the correſpondence our bodies p_ 
wit 
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et || with all creatuzes, the reſemblance of the 
75 || three Regions, yea, of the three Heavens, 

7- | &c, For which cauſes, Man is called a /:ttle 

e> | World, the meaſure of all things, the pattern 

w | of the Univerſe, the miracle of miracles, QC.. 

 } Yea, mans body is, yet, in regard of its 

{- | majeſty, ſtrength, beauty, and. noble fa- 

r | culties of its ſeveral parts, in ſome meaſure, 

- | after the image of God. (a) And God him- (a) 2 Chr: 
| ſelf zs pleaſed to repreſent his perfettions and — ig ; 
- | operations by ſeveral parts of the body of man. yg; 24. 16, 
» | 1f therefore, the ſerions prying into any Job yo. 9. 
> one part take up the.time and ftudy of the Pal. 74. 3- 
- learned, inſomuch that Galen was turned Ia. 49-16, 
from Atheiſm in ſtudying the ſecrets of © 
mans body, and preſently praiſed and ac-i 
knowledged our. Creatour ; then, oh my 

ſoul, let that which made him a Chriſtian, 

make me a more thankfil Chriſtian ; that 

I may more zealouſly glorite God with my 

body, and may hereafter have all its pri- 

mitive perfections reſtored at the Reſur- 
rection, when Ged ſhall raiſe it in honour and 
zncorruption, and make it like the glorious 


body of Feſus Chriſt. 
AEDIT ATION VI. 


Anatomiſts themſelves are utterly to 
ſeek, whar reaſon to give for the opening 
and ſhutting of the womb : Bar though I 


know not the natural cauſes hereof, yet I 
' find 
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find by the effects, that the child is quick 
within me. And oh that I could ſay with 
the like, certainty, that though I know et 
the way of the Spirit, or how grace "comes 
in, and fin goes out, how Chriſt enters, 
and Satan is diſpoſſeſſed ; yet I feel by the 
effects, that whereas luſt did once conceive 

and bring forth ſin, yet now grace conceives 
holy motions, and brings forth religious 
actions; that whereas my heart was a cage 
of unclean Spirits, and barren of goodnels, 
yet now Chriſt is formed within me ; now I 
feel by happy effects, that grace is quick 
within me, and-quickens me to every good 
A Plal.103.1. WOrk, Wherefore, bleff the Lord, oh my ſoul ; 

and all that is within me bleſs his holy name. 
Luk.1.43, For he that is Mighty, hath done to me great 
49. things, and Holy tis his name.' And whence 15 
this to me, that Yhe grace of Chriſt ſhould 


come to'me*? 


AEDITATFIQON VII. 


Gen. 25, MRebeckgh conceived, and the children ſtrug- 
22, 23, led within her, and ſhe ſaid, If it be ſo, why am 
Tthus ? That is, if I am heard of God in my 
requeſt, and am with child by his bleſſing, 
whence is this ſtrugling, this painful con- 
flict, and ſtrange unquietneſls of the fruit of 
my womb? And ſhe went to enquire of the 
Lord,and the Lord ſaid unto ber, [wo nations 
are in thy womb, &c. So, when I look into 


Ita 


FI 


F218" 4 SS 
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. my ſelf, and obſerve the commotions that 
t 
. 


are in the womb of my heart, I conclude, 
Surely there are two nations within me ; 
| the fleſh, with all irs motions, /uſting againſt 
: the Spirit and its grace ; and 'the Spirit 
with its gracious influences, alway ftriv- 
ing againſt the finfalneſs of my carnal 
part. 
Now bleſſed be God, that ſeeing fin will 
| yet keep polleſhon, that it hath no quier 
abode within we, but. meets: with reluCt- 
ancy and oppoſition from my {ſpiritual parr. 
But oh wretched creature that I am, how oft- 
ten is evil preſent and prevalent with me ? 
how many are thoſe pangs- of ſorrow, 
thoſe ſighs and groans that my miſchiev- 
_—T_ reſtleſs corruptions cauſe within 
me ! 70 
But if it be ſo, that the power of the 
moſt High hath overſhadowed me, and 
true grace be implanted in my ſoul, then I 
ſhall ſeek to the Lord, that he would cauſe 
the better part in me to be the more pre- 
vailing part ; that he would water and give 
- encreaſe to theſe tender beginnings, and 
; = me at laſt a ſafe and happy deliverance 
rom th: body of death. 


Gal, 3 7 
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MEDITATION VIII 


If men ſtrive and hurt a woman with child, gx0q. 2x, 
ſo that her fruit depart from her, and yet no 22, 23. 
miſe 


Rev. 12. 
"WAN 


Ia. 32. 9 


10, I1, 


AMS a 2 . v o 
% x >... 
Py  * » 
y 
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* miſchief follow, he ſhall be ſurely puniſhed, 
.&c. Women with child are liable ro many 
. dangers:3/ a fall, a bruile, an accidental 
ſtroke, a.'fright, a ſtrain, the taking lome- 
what that. proves expulfive, or the dilap- 
pointment of-ſomewhat they longed for ; 
;. theſe and :{uch other contingencies | are 
noxious to them, and oftentimes caule a- 
bortion; or the milchance of her fratr de- 
parting from her. Such was the caſe of 
the Church, when it was with child with 
many- Converts, the great red Dragon 
watched the deſtruction of her, and of-her 


\ fruit. 


And thus 4t1s with every;repenting ſonl. 
What ſecurity ſoever there be among thoſe 
careleſs women that are:at'eaſe ; how little 
inward care or forrow they feel, while 


>they forget; God ; how unacquainted 1o- 
: ever with>the hurt and ſmarr of fin, or 
Satans ftriving with them, before they are 


acquainted -with God : Yet,.no ſooner do 
they eſpoufe themſelves to Chriſt, and conceive 
par poſes of baly:living, and begin tobe fruuful 
za any grace,but they ſhall have many adver ſa- 
ries in the world, and eſpecially the god of this 
world, ſtriving againſt them ; to affright them, 
to tempt them to receive ſuch principles, compa- 
ny, ſuggeſtions, as may quenchtheir graces; or 
fo deprive them of that Spiritual food they long 
for,or to intice them to ſtrain their conſciences, 
or ſome way or other to cauſe them to fall,that 

| ; they 


v mm & wh 


prehends all the infirmities -of Child-bear- 

11g, I find that the child in my womb that were | 

brings many weakneſles and” aches upon newly de- © 4 

me; but oh how ſad and mr are lvered, 
a 
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they may he wounded, bruifed, &c. and the 

fruit of grace depart from them. Bat oh my 

ſoul, hath God ſuch care of the unborn In- 

fant as to provide a ſpecial law in its behalf; 

and will he not much more take care of 

that grace which he hath begotten in my 

Soul ? Oh my God, keep me that the Evil * 


One touch me not. 
MEDIT ATION IX. 


In ſorrow ſhalt thou briag forth Children, Gen. 3.16. 
As ihe firſt general curſe, Iz dying thou ſhalt 4%", 

4  Catun, &C; 
dy, brought not only the pains of death, ,j:-. *,.. 
but intended allo all the miferies of our reafon of 
Iife ; 1o rhis particular curſe upon women, the cere- 


brings not only pain in travel, but com- onal pu- 
rifications 


of women 


thoſe deeper ſicknefles and malagies, which -- _ 
I have brought upon it ? Its body partak- OE: 
ing of my ſubſtance, partakes nnavoidably pollution 
of my natural pollution. 7ts Soxl, though the child 
ir come immediately from the Father of Spi- Ss born 
rits, yet ( Tkhnow not how ) is upon its in- a _ 
faſion into this tender Infant, ſubjected to gig, fn, 


the common miſery of the Children of A- part 1. cap. 


adam; who having loſt the image and like- 10: 579.2, 
neſs of God, fin and corruption muſt #5? 


Pſal. 58. 3+ 


needs follow. 1 am an unclean veſſel, and 1g, ,3, 8. 
| 


. - 
- 
* 
Ee Oe On a >. —— 
- 
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how can any clean thing come out of me? Oh 
my ſoul; what need have I to be ſanitified 


"throughout both in Body, and Soul, and Spi- 


.rit. 


it. And, Oh my God, repair by thy 
grace, what ſin hath made ſo defective in 
me and mine. 


MEDITATION KX. 


Our bleſſed Saviour and Great Prophet 
Jetus Chriſt, foretelling the mileries char 


. ſhould ſhortly come on Fudea and Feruſa- 


lem, (ayes, Wo unto them that are with Child, 


* and to them that give ſuck in thoſe dayes. And 
1n another Evangeliſt : Behold the dayes are 


coming in the which they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are 


the barren, and the wombs that never bare, 


and the paps that never gave ſuck, And in- 
deed of all perſons, none more milera- 
ble in the time of War than women with 
child, or women that give ſuck, becaule 
their care is doable, and their perſons un- 


capable of flying and ſhifcing for their lives, 


2Kin.8.12, 
Lam. 5.11: 


as thoſe who are ſingle may and do. And 
of all murthers none more hortible in a! 
its circumſtances, than ro 7:p up women with 
child. Wherefore, oh my ſoul, let me be 
thankful. tro my God, that there is peace in 
oxr borders, and any quietnels and ſafety in 
my habitation, and that I am free from 
thoſe terrours and affrights, with which 
many others in a time = common calamity 
are 
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are undone. Oh how many Women, with 


their unborn infants, have been barchered 
in many places in ages paſt, and martyred 
by blood-thirſty Papiſts in thele latter ages, 


of which hiſtories are too plentiful! And if 


there be gow any in my condition, in any 
place, eſpecially among Chriſtians, that is 
expoled. daily to the rage of a devouring 
Sword ; the Lord be pleaſed either to re- 
ſtrain the Enemy and the Avenger, or to a- 
venge the caule of the murthered, that 
( according to thy own Law) they may 
not go unpuniſhed, but may gzve life for life. 
Yea, Lord hear the cry of the oppreſſed, and 
give their adverſaries blood to arink;} for they 
are worthy. | 


MEDITATION NI. 


My little children,of whom I travel in birth Gal. g. 19; ( | 
again till Chriſt be formed withinyou. Where ;Þ 


any place is bleſt with a painful Miniſter 
and Paſtour afrer Gods own heart, they 
have in them much of the Apoſtle's tem- 
per. For, when I conſider their painful 
ſtudies, their ſighs and rears, their tpend- 
ing their fpirits in ardent Prayers, and la- 
, borious Preaching; their compaſſionate 
exhortations, and paſſionate ſupplications ; 


and their giving themſelves wholly to theſe , Tim, 4. 
things; | conclude, that Syrely they have rs, 
many agonies and conflstts in their hearts for us, Col. 2, I; - 


Where- 
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, _ -*> 
. ——_ F 3 EK b 
% ey fl 
. "A h 
. 
IS. 
d . > 


Pal. 8. 2. E 
Rev. 6.19, | 1 ; 


4 
7 
(63 


74 


Eecl. 12. 
I I, 
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defire of my 


Wherefore, Oh my toul, | while I careful- 
ly expect the hour of my own travel, how 


-much am [I to blame, that 1 {to liccle, ſo 


ſeldom, or 'never, confider the travel of 
my Minifter's foul ? Often have I been 
pricked in conicience by his goad and nails, 
often wounded by rhe ſword of the Spirit, 
bruiſed and ſmitten down by the hammer 
of th: IVord ; and furely his ſtimulating re- 
rf roofs, his keen admonitions, and knock- 
ing terrours, proceeded from his longing 
| converſion, But when he 
hath, afteP long ſtriving,” been in hopes of 
my return, how have 1, by relaples, and 
freſh miſcarriages, vext his righteous ſonl, 
and quencht his new conceived hopes of 
me? Yea like thoſe inconſtant Galatians, 
I have cauſed him again and again to travel | 
with me in birth. How juſt were it with . 


God to plague me with a tedious, painful, 


and fruitleſs travel? And to make me read 
my fin, and feel its bitterneſs, in fo ſuita- 
ble a puniſhmenr? But, Oh my God, re- 
mit the evils I have committed, work in 
me what thou haſt required, and com- 
pleat in me wv hat thy grace haih begun. 
Let not the guide of my foul labour in 
vain, Eur ler him ſee of the travel of his 
{ou} ; and let ms be among thole children, 
of whom my pious teacher ſhall hereafter 
iay, Lerd here am I, and the children which 
thou haſe- given me g Then alto ſhall I with 

; | , MOITE 
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more confidence expect to have benefit by 
his prayers for me, when my body is in tra- 
vel, if God ſhall thus bleſs and antwer him* 
in his prayers and travel for the new birth 
of my foul. Grit? 


MEDIT ATION XII. 


I find it frequent in Scripture, that the pal. 48.6. 
moſt dreadful judgments on the- wicked If. 25; 4. . 
are thus expreſt, that Angu?th [hail take hold: J<r-48: 4I- 
of them as of awoman intravel, and thar ſud. £949 430 

ro ; ? p ag CI: 50, 4.36 
den deltruf ion ſhall come upon them ag unon 4 
woman in travel, and they ſhall not eſcape. | 
W herefore, oh my ſoul, as Abr-ahamwhen 
he had the promite of a chiid, did pre/encly 
intercede ( as far as he durit ) in behalf of 
wicked Sodom; lo let me ever re:nember 
to pray for the worit of m<n, chough per- 
haps they icorn and deſpite me 'and my. 
Prayers. Oh my God, deal not with them Pl. 7. 94 
after their ſits ;. but caule the wickedneſs of | 
the wicked to come ro an end, thai the wick- 
ed themlelves may not come to a ſad end. 
So perſecute them wuh thy tempeſt and make 
them afraid with thy ſtorm, that they may ſeek Pla,83-I 5, 
thy face, O Lord, Andin whatever piace or 
nation thy judgmencs ſhall enter, yer if 
there be bur a few righteons perſons among 
_ them, ſpare them from toral defiruftion, 
and let 'not thy wrath come upon them to the 


I4, 228 


wtermoſt, 


Ga ME Db Y 
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MEDIT ATION RXIIL 


ns, find alſo that the ſorrows of the people 
Joh >2, Of God, when God ſeems to forſake them, 
Jer. 6. 24, the calamities of the Church' when God is 


SE. SBI 
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ch. 22. 23. plealed to correct them, and the miſerable | 
ch. 30- 6. diſappointment of a Chugch. hoping for refor- | 


ve 26 17, mation, . and endeavouring in vain for a de- 


©57'5-liverance from idolatry and oppreſſion, are 


allo expreſſed by the pain and joy of women | 


in travel. Now, Oh my loul, 
but obſerve two things from hence ? 


ow' can I 


The one js, that ?tis ſurely the will of | 


God, that I ſhould not confine my care to 


the concernments of my private condition, | 


but ſhould labour for a publick Spirit ; ſuch 


as was in that good woman, the wife of | 


1 Sam. 4- Phineas, who was with child and near to be 


19,20, 21, delivered, and when ſhe heard the tidings that | 


the Arkh of God was taken,and that her father 


in law and her husband were dead, ſhe bowed | 


her ſelf and travelled; for her pains came upon 


her. And about the time of her death, the | 


women that ſtood by her ſaid, Fear not ,for thou 
haſt born a ſon, but ſhe anſwered not, neither 
did ſhe regardit. And ſhe named the child 
Ichabod, ſaying, The glory is departed from 


Ifrael, becauſe the Ark of God was taken,and | 


becauſe of her father-in-law and her husband. | 


And ſhe ſaid, The gy z5 departed from Iirael, 
for the Ark of God is taken. Blefled women, 
he FO wor- 


"F . _ 
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worthy of everlaſting fame and imitation ! 
She took no comfort in her deliverance 
though ſhe had a ſon, while the Church of 


' * God wasnot delivered. Oh that the ſame 


! mind might be in me, that I might learn 


alſo to be more affected with the affairs of 


| the Church! That, if women may not be 


common atfors of publick affairs, yet we may 
be ſpecial mourners for publick miſeries, Alasz 
what is my danger to the univerſal danger, 
my travel to the travel of the Church ? 
What comfort to me to have many Chil- 
dren, except I might ſee the good of Godspy 
chsſen ? What content havel in being de- 


| livered from my pains, unleſs God deliverpai.37.40, 
 Ifrael from all its eroubles ? What delight 


had Abraham in all his mercies, while he 
went childleſs, or lin all my children if the 


children of God be comfortleſs? Oh myPal. 128. 
God, bleſs me out of Zion, and thus let me be 334, 5) 6+ - 


bleſſed as thoſe arethat fear the Lord ; let me 
not only be a fruitful vine, but let me ſee the 


| good of Jeruſalem all my dayes ; Let me not 


ouly NY my childrens children, but peace upon 
I!rael. | 
But from the manner of holy Writ to - 
compare almoſt all miſeries, whether in- 
ward or outward, .whether of good men, 
or of bad, to the pains of women in tra- 
vel, as the fitteſt emblem of extream 
conflicts and agonies, I muſt needs con- 
clude, that there i no ſorrow like unto that 
G 3 CR 


- * 
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Mark 10. 
I So 
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ſorroms; and no- evil. like that fin that cau- 
{ſed itz. no. danger like that danger, and 
thereſore no Saviour hike him who can de- 
liver from it. Wherefore, while my life 
hangs intuſpenſe, my foul is diſtrated be- 
tween fear and hope, my mind is appali'd 
my heart melts, and 1s even faint, when I 
conſider that. hour of torment approach- 
ing. Let me yet further inquire, Oh my 
{ou], what duties are yer behind, in order 
to making my peace with God, and let no- 
thing hinder or divert my preſent religious 
and heavenly imployment, till I have 
brought my mind into ſome letled poſture, 
ready to abide whatever ſhall happen. 

So n:uch for the duty of Meditation, 
now to the reſt. 


| R—_—— 


CHAP. VI. 


Reſignation to the will of God, The duty of 
Women with Child. 


fe ſubmir and reſign our wills to, the 

will of God in all things, is a moſt de- 
firable and comfortable temper in any man 
or woman. *T1s indeed the fum of ©:0it 
duties, and a compendium of many vir- 
tues, Hethat can rhus receive the Kingdom 
of God a5 alittle child, with Self-denyal and 
humble dependance on our Father.in;, Hea- 
ven, he ſhall in time, by thus ſubjecting - 
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himſelf ro the Divine will in doing or fut- 

fering, grow very like the Angels and | 
TY Saints in Heaven, and thall himi-lf enjoy x 
that tranquillity and undiſturbed lerenity, | 


as. will be a kind of H-aven upon Earth. 

The truth whereof wiil elpecially appear þ 

in this particular cate of tuffering any dan- '1 

gerous and painful afflictions. There was 

nothing more commendable in old Ez, A 

than that pious ſentence of his when he F.4 

heard of the ruine of his houle, 1r « the 1Sam. 3, 

Lord,let him do what ſeemeth him good. There * 8. 

was never more grace expreſfled in fewer. 

+ . words, thanin thole of our Saviour's, ot * 

| any will butthine be done + Conſidering, that jyar, 25, 

1 His pangs, agonies, and torments, were a 42, 

thouſand times greater, than the pains of a- 

woman in travel, yea equal ( 1n1{ubſtance)' 

to the pains of Hell. Wherefore be not 

{ollicitous overmuch. for your bodily life, 

or the life of your child; mach leſs ſhould 

you be too eager in deliring one of ſuch a 

ſex: As lome will wiſh for a Boy, others 

for a Girle;z and that with ſtrange diſcon- 

tent at the very thoughts of being ditap- 

pointed. Bat the Example of Rachel may _ 

be a warning to you all. She made-ac- = 

count ro die with melancholy and forrow, * i 

if ſhe had not children; and ſhe had her deſire, * —_ XY 

bur it coit.her, her life: As you may go » i} 

well to read in the ſtory it ſelf. So what © * | 

ſhe longed for, ſhe periſhed by. *Tis re- 
--— WS ported 
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ported of Agrippina, Nero's Mother, that 
ſhe prayed, Her fon might be Emperour. 
The oracle told her, that if he came to be 
Emperour, he would kili his Mother ; ſhe 
replyed deſperately, Lethim kill me, ſo [ 
9:54:44, May buriee him Emperour firſt. And the 
md im- Event proved accordingly, for he cauſed 
: , peret. Sue-her to be ript up, thar he might ſee the in- 
& tons fide of that womb wherein he firſt lay. © 

© have read alſo of a woman that took on 

© exceſſively, for her child that was like to 

edie; andthe Miniſter telling her that the 

© did very unwilely, for perhaps the child, 

©1f it lived, might prove ſo great a crols 

L Eto her, that ſhe might have cauſe once to 
I © wiſh, that he had now died. She madly 
4 © anſwered, that, ſo her child might live, 
I © ſhe did not care though he ſhould hereaf- 
= -- © ter come to Hanging. ' Accordingly he 
& | © did live, and was intime for robbery or 
| © murther hanged indced. This folly would 
have ſeem?'d ridiculous to ſome heathens, 
= who knew not the will and wildom of 
God, fo clearly as we may. Plutarch re- 

lates of Cleobis and Briton, © That, inthe ab- 

© {ence of the horſes, they drew their Mo- 

© ther*s Chariot to the temple themlelves, 
"tr ©for which obedient Act of theirs, ſhe 
SR © prayed, that they might be rewarded with 
I © the greateſt bleſſings that could poſſibly 


* pened- that they were both fornd dead 'in 


© their 


_ — 


5 happen from God to Man : Bur fo it hap-. 
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© their beds next morning. News being 
< brought to their ;Mother of this ſuppoſed 
© misfortune,ſhe-replied,/ will never account Spencers 

© my ſelf unfortunate, in being Mother to ſuch Things 

© Sons whom Ged hath inveſted with immortalz- a. _ 
© ry for their pious and obedient altions. If a —_ 
pagan woman had ſo good an eſteem of the 
providence of an unknown God; how in- 


lief or ſelf love, you depart from him in 
your faith, or preſcribe to him in your 
prayers? How diſhonourable ro his wil- 
dom, and dangerous to your ſelves, is 
paſſionate importunity for any temporal 
bleſſing ? 'Tis lawful, I confeſs, to pray for 
life, and ſafe deliverance ( as for daily 
bread : ) for David, Hezekiab, yea Chriſt - 
himfelf did thus petition the Author of 
life : It being natural to every living crea- 
ture to deſire the continuation of its own _ 
Being. But we muſt moderate our deſires Engliſh 
herein, wich expreſs reference to Gods _ 7 
good Will; Yea, with that holy indiffer- |, *” 
ency, as to be pleaſed without thar gift = 
which it ſhal! not pleaſe God to beſtow. 
(4) Seeing ( as one fſayes) there is a (2) Dod. 
neceſſity of yielding to Gods Will, becauſe _—_ 
ir cannot be reſiſted ; and there is equity in praver, 7, 
ſo doing, becauſe it cannot be better'd. g4. 
Wherefore, when blind nature which can- 
not ſee beyond mortality ( at leaſt, not 
fee far into immortality ) ſhall fill you 

| wit 
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with earneſt deſires of longer life ; 5 yet ſet 
the reverence you owe to the gracious Pro- 
vidence and infallible Word of God ( of 
which I ſhall ſay more in the following 
Chapters ) cauſe you to yield ro his Bleſſed 
Will. Caſt up all events, confider what 
may happen, and reſolve, as David did, 

2 _ my If T fhall find favour m the eyes of the Lane, 

25:2 hewillbring me again and ſhew me both the Ark. 
and his habitation : But if he thus ſay, Be- 
bold I have no delight in thee, behold herc am 

=. 1, let him doto me what ſeemeth good unto him. 

Be At-21.147 Say with them in the As, the will of the Lord 

Z be done.” Say with that good vioman ©(1 

© have ſomewhere read of) who being asked 
< in her ſickneſs, whether, if God ſhould re- 
C ferr it to her to /ive or die, which ſhe would 
© chule; I world chooſe neither but een referr 
Cit to bim again, If God call for the life 
of your child, yield it up as Quietly as 
Abraham did Iſaac. If 'he ſhall call for the 
life boi of you and your child, let your 
heart be ready to anſwer, Lord, here 
am I, and the Child which rhou baſt given 


Me. 


A Prefent for Teeming Women. 


CHAP, VIL 


Dedication of the child to God, The Duty of 


women with child. 


V Hen, I fay, itis your duty to dedt- 


care your child to God before it 1s 
born, 1 do not mean a dedication to ſome 
office in the houle of God, as Hannah did 
by S:::c/,' ( for TI ſuppoſeſhe did it by ſome 
prophutical mitinct equivalent to a Revela- 
tion.) But yet this I muſt nceds ſay, in ſhort, 
That it were, mmy jp" gment, a commendable 


purſe im any parents, poor or rich, that, if 


the, ch:id prove hopeful and ingenious,he ſhall 
be miwoliy fer a-part for the ſervice of God in his 
Church. It being ſo known a prattice among 
Heathins, Fews, and ancient Chriſtians, f 
they had any thing of ſingular worth, to dedt- 
cateit toGed. Andour Gentry and Nobility 
are heron guilty of a moſt irreligious and igno- 
ble prattice ; I mean, to count their ſon and 
heir, or any of ther children, that are well 
ſhaped, and towaraly, above the office of the 
Atlzniſtry ; as if it would be a perpetual diſho- 


nour to their family,ts [ct hima-part for God: 


Bur, if there ve any af their children miſ-ſha- 
pen,make him a Scholar; andaf he be a Dunce, 
uſe their intereſt to get him ſore preferment, 
that requires no employment. Surcly, the 


_ firſt Author of the Prieſthood, Ged himſelf, 


8; 
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appointed it to the firſt -born,as his peculiar ho” 
nour above the reſt of his brethren; and, for 
ſpecial provecations againſt God, th:y loſt it, 
aid it was conferred,by divine favour, on Le- 
Vi. And how plentiful are Hiſtories of the an- 


\ Cient pratticesof many Nations, eſpecially the 


Romans, in appropriating the office of chief 
Prieſt totheir Kings and Emperours, as an ha- 
nour not befitting any meaner perſon. Tea, 
among Chriſtians, the Prince of Anhalt, and 
ether perſons of honour, have ambitiouſly accep- 
ted,and bappily performed,the Miniſterial Of- 
fice. And no doubt, but one reaſon why the 
Atiſtry is of no higher eſteem, t, becauſe di- 
vers ſelfiſh needy perſons ſeek the Prieſt hood 
meerly for maintenance; and ſo are tempted,by 
rheir indigency, to unſuitable courſes, and diſ- 
honourable ſhifts; and are uncapable of being fo 
beneficient as they would, or ſhould be; and al- 
ſo aretheleſsregarded,becauſe extratted from 
the meaneft of the people. And, this 1s alſo 
ene reaſon, why the Nobility and Gentry are 
more fearcd than loved, more envied than 
eftecmed, becauſe they mind their own honour, 
but not at all the honour of God;they love theer 


eaſe, their pomp, their luſts, and exceſs of ri- 


ot; but as for the tranquillity or utility of the 


Cinrch, tizey are meer Gallios, Fuſt it 1s 


with God, that they ſhou!d be of mean parts 
and illiterate Ionoramuſſes ( as moſt of them 
ave, )ſceing if they had either parts or learning, 


ehey would ſcorn to employ them for the ſervice 
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of God mn his Charch.Therefore, till I can hear 

or imagine any reaſon to the contrary, I ſhail 
- here propoſe it as athing commendable in any 
per ſen of quality,be they never ſogreat,to enter- 
tarn ſuch thoughts in their minds, 'of devoting 
their child to God,as did Hannah. And the 1- 
ble and pions Earl of Mancheſter a Sox of hw, 
j now at Cambridge. And 1 doubt not, but if 


any of them, who are leſs mancipated to the 
common follies, would ceaſe a while to 1dolize 
themſelves,and ſuffer reaſon and conjcience to 
ſpeak, they would conſider better of it. But , cox. 3.8. 
this I ſpeak not by commandment. And 
ng ir 1s not a Precept, but a Coun- 
, el. 
Much leſs ſhould any be fo far beſotted 
wich Popiih perlwafions, or Jefuicical de- 
Infions, as to think a child noc dedicated ro 
the Lord, unleis it be dedicated to a Mo- 
naſtick life. Though Sampſon, while yet Judg.15-5t | 
in the womb was appointed to be a Naza- 
rite, yet not by his Parents choice, but by 
| the command of the Angel. Therefore 
tet them only take ſuch a courſe, as have 
the like warrant. 
4 Wellthen, By dedicating it to God, | 
mean, that which is the ina:ſpenſable duty of 
all Chriſtian parents, viz. partly in parpo- 
ſing, while the child is yet in che womb, 
that if it ſafely enter into the land of the 
| living, and come to years of matutity, 
they will uſe all poſſible endeavours, thar 
| | , 1 
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- it may bethe Lord's, by bringing it up inthe 


nurture and admonition of the L:ragpariy by 
{ſerious prayers to God in its behalf, that it 
may be ieparated to Him from tte womb. 
Thus, I tay, ſhould every mother beg. of 
God, that, as it is mine by nature, ſo it may 
be thin? by grace; that as I have Tcceived it 
from thee, {o thou wouidſt be pleaſed to accept 
my dedication of it to thee again. Some wo- 
menhave {uch prayers and purpoſes, when 
their travel fills hem with pain, and 
threatens them with danger ; bur, if once 
delivered , they mind them no more. 
Wherefore, ler your duty herein take an 
earlier date, thatir may make better im- 
preſſion in your heart. And aflure your 
{elf, if, you thus purpoſe and deſire that 
your. child may be ler apart for God, and 
become holy to. the Lord, ir (hall be with 
you as With David; he dedicated much for 


houle for God; though he lived nat to ac- 
complith his defire, yet he lived in his ſon, 
and was bleſſed with a Solomon, who did 
afcerwards happily accompliſh it : So, 1 
ſay, Whether you live or nor, yet becauſe 
it isin your hearr, as foon as, ever the child 
was. in your-,womb, to devote it to the 
Lord; this 1s, doubtleſs, ;h.:mk worthy with 
him. Youſhall be bleſſed in your poſterity, 
and your prayers, ſhall return ito your own 
bo/ome. ' For either your child ſhall live 
| ' long 
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Jong in the land, and enjoy the fruit of your 


early pravers, or enter with you into Hea- - 


ven, where you ſhall enjoy him in glory 
for ever, having your joy herewith augment- 
ed, that God took him 1o {oon. 


CHAP. FI.” 


Care of her onn health, The duty of 4 wo- 
man with child. 


T- Hough care of the body may ſeem to 
6 | be a matter of to {mall moment, as 
ſcarce to deſerve a Chapter by. i ſelf; yet 
the truth 1s, -it is a Cuty of fo great con- 
cernment, that it muſt not be excluded, 
bat diſtinctly conſidered by child- bearing 
women. Certain we are, that life and 
healch muſt be reckoted among thoſe ta- 
lents which God dorh intruſt them with. 
Becauſe the health of the body contrihutes 
much to perfe£t all operations of the mind : 
But women with child have a far greater 
reaſon to be mindful of their health, v:zz. 
nor only for their own takes, but the good 
of the infant that is yet unborn, If there- 
fore {ome grave Authors have thought it 


Oe Charron of | 
neceſlary, that the Father himlelf ſhould Wits... 


obſerve divers rules of temperance, both 


— ns 


in body and mind, if he -xpect towardly Magirus 
and comely children; How much more P") 


requiſite is it, that the mother, who con- 


tributes 
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tributes far more to the body and diſpoſiti- 
on of the child, than the Father ( becauſe 
the child, for many months, receives ſuch 
nouriſhment as the womb, where it lies, 
affords; I ſay, how much more doth it 


concern her) to aſe all poſſible caution and 
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diſcretion, to keep her ſelf in a healchy and - | 


well-ordered plight, that ſhe may afford 
the better nutriment to the fruit of her 
womb. | 


[ queſtion not, but their care herein is as - 


effectual to the ſtrength of their child, as 
the warmth of the Sun and inriching the 
loil is to any fruit. And as fruit that. ripens 
kindly is gathered the eaſier, and comes 
off without tearing the branch on which 
it grows; ſo the child, the more ſtrength 
it receives from the Mother, as the root, and 
the more vigorous it grows by all addition- 
al helps, the eafier and ſpeedier will irs pal- 
{age into the world be. 

This is one reaſon (ſay Expoſitors) if 
not the chief reaſon, why the Angel lays 
ſo ſtrict a charge upon the wife of Maneoah, 
when ſhe was with child with Sampſor, to 
abſt ain from wine and ſtrong drink , becauſe 
he was to be a Nazarite, and therefore muſt 


not have his temper and conſtitution 1n- 


lected with a natural liking to that, which 
he was prohibited theuſe of. By which you 
may perceive, what influence the meat, 
grink, defjres, and delights of the _— 

ave 
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have upon the future diſpoſition -of the 
child. Wherefore learn it as a ſpecial duty, 
to forbear all exceſs in meats and drinks,uſe no 
violent recreations, take no needleſs journies, 
incumber not your body with much labour, nor 

our mind with much anxious care, ſorrow,and 
trouble. Give not way to immoderate paſſion, 


the vehemency whereof may much diſt emper and 


endanger yourn that condition, For if by thele 
or any other follies, there happen a Mil- 
chance, or the death of both the Mother 
and che child unborn ( as too ofcen it hath 
happened ;.) ſurely the blood of the child 
ſhall be required at their hands, and their 


own bleod allo ſhall be upon their own 


heads. Now judge, how much guilc and 
danger lies upon careleſs and wanton wo- 
men ( who will not oblerve that moderation 
and prudential care their condition calls 
for; I lay, how. much fin and miſery lies 


upon them) if they periſh by their own neg- gg, 4. 2. 
ligence and heedleſs irregularity. Ofall ſins, Pal. g. 12 
none more crying than Marther ; of all mar- Jer. 26.15 
thers, none more deſperare than Self-mur- Pal 51.14- 


ther ; andof all ſelf- murthers, none more de- 
teſtable than ro murther her felf and child 
at once: And this,I fay,they are inexcuſably 
Suilty of, who by any of the courſes above- 
mentioned, or any other courſe, do'hatten 
their own death, and render the birth of 
their-child difficult or ympoſſible. 
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CHAP. IX. "  n 
Preparation for death, the duty of thoſe wo» * 
[f men with child, who never yet repented. 


KD C— 


Hat this muſt not bedelayed, I have al- #© 
'F ready ſhewed in the Epiſtle to the Rea- 2 
der, I ſhall now ſhew you how it-muſt be 
I performed, ( not to infiſt largely upon this 
| common Theme, which every Funeral Ser- 
Y; mon and devotional Treatiſe do preſent 
4 3 ns with.) conſidering very briefly ' the 
| heads of ſuch principal daties as may. not 

fafely be omitted by. them that would be 

at any certainty concerning their-future 

eſtate. If you be unconverted, and have 

lived in pleaſure, been ignorant, careleſs 

and impenitent ;' then conſider, that it is 

”) Rom. 13. noW high time to awake' out of ſleep, and to 
IT. number your dayes, and conſider = larter 
= 590. Tl.eyzd, You have no peculiar priviledpe, that 
I 3** can exempt yon from' the lot of many o- 
: thers. Be you never ſo great and. rich, 
ſtrong and healthy, have you been the mo- 
ther of never ſo many children, have you 
abundance of all things for your convenien- 
cy, together with the moſt skilful and fa: 
mous Midwife ; yet neither theſe, not any 
other helps, can deliver you from pajng down 
ro the pit. Therefore ſeeing it muſt needs 
be proper to expect death, let me ask you, 

| How 
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How are you provided for Immortality ? 

whar earneſt haye you of any zmheritance in 

Heaven ? If you hope that God will pardon 

you, and accept you; yet, what reaſon.can 

you render of the hope that #5 in you ? If, be- 1Pet.3.15. 
cauſe he is merciful, then how have you 

applied your felf to him for mercy ? Have 

you conſtantly fought him, diligently plea- 

{ed him, &'c? For if the ri2bteous ſhall [carce- rPer.4.18. 
\ly be ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly appear ? If Luk. 13. 
many who ſtrive to enter, ſhall not he able, how ** 
impoſſible chen, mult falvation needs be'ro_ 

the negligent ? Ina word, if Phariſees, Hy- 
pocrites, Votaries, and thoſe that have done 

many good and mighty works ſhall be ſhar 

out; how much more ſhall they be exclu- 

ded,that never had either the form or pow- 

er of godlineſs, that lived in groſs igao- 

rance and prophanenels,{o that their ſins are i Tim, g.] 
open before hand. 24+ 

Well, you will ſay, /2at ſhall we do to be 
ſaved, and to inherit eternal life ? * 
I Anſwer, You ſhoald firſt look over the 

ten Commandements, and conſider what 

fins are there forbidden, and what duties 

are there required : For, by the law comes Rom. 3. 
the knowledge of fins If you have ſome brief 20. 
Expolitoe by you, it will mach help. 2 * Joh. 3-4, 
knew one, that when be was ar the Univerſuy, 

aud hes ferious thoughts of vis ways, took Mr. 
Bifjeld his fax Treats/es, (a little book of [mall 
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an enumeration of ſms azainſt the ſeveral com- 
mandments, 4s deſcend; to all particulars, fit 
zo be expreſſed in print, and having in ſeveral 
ſheets of paper tranſcribed it, and all along in- 
ſerted what particular ſins he could remember, 
( Ard he found that it brought many ſms to his 
remembrance,which otherwiſe he had well-nigh 
forgotten ;,)ſet apart a day of faſting in ſecret 
on purpoſe, and there fpread them before the 
Lord with mourning and with ſupplication,and 
found very much comfort therein. Now, tho 1 
preſcribe not this particular courſe to every one; 
yet, I ſay, a ſerious comparing our lives with 
the rule of holineſs, ts the one thing neceſſary 
ro lay a right-foundation of repentance, Well, 
when you thus have ſpent fome good time 
in {ſearching and trying your ways, and 
have diſcovered greater and greater abomina- 


_ tions in your heart and life; Then ſpend 


allo ſome thoughts about the unreaſon- 
ableneſs, unprofitableneſs, 'unthankfulneſs 
and iniquity of every fin. Conſider, what 
wrong fin does to the honour of Gods At- 
tributes, and of his Law. His Holineſs 
requires nothing but what is good, his 
Wiſdom what is fit, and his Mercy what 
1s comely and beneficial for us. Shall we 
break ſuch a Law, wherein Holineſs, Wiſ- 
dom, and Mercy appears ? If -any thing 
be difficulc, he offers the help of his Grace, 
to all that bewail their weaknefs. And 
whatever his Law be, yer ſurely he is = 
| res 
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A Preſent for Teemins Women. 
Creator ; and therefore, by all bonds of 
Reaſon and Nature, we owe obedience to 
Him, whoſe we are. Again, conſider the 
injury done to Chriſt, by piercing him 
with our Sins, by deſpifing his Blood ( that 
only and coſtly remedy ) and diſhonouring 
his Name, as if he wexe not ſufficienc to 
lave, or as if his G ave libercy to Sin. 


Alſo conſider the perjury every ſinner is 


Suil:y of, in violating our Baptiſmal en- 
Sagement, and making ſlight account of 
all other renewed ſtipulations we have 
made to God ſince. Whar ſhall I fay of 
the ſhame and miſchief fin brings upon us 
in this life ? It deprives us of Gods Image, 
Favour, and gracious Preſence, robs us of 
that primitive innocency and righteoul- 
neſs, with which the humane Nature was 
at firſt dignified above all ſublunary .crea- 


tures, and degrades us to a condition ( inPal. 49. 


many reſpects ) worſe than that of the Beaſts -. = 


that periſh, yea, it makes us children of 
the Devil, and children of wrath : It fills 
the creature with vanity, under which. it 
groans and travels in pain; it fills our life 
with crofles, our family with troubles, our 
bodies with diſeaſes, our conſciences with 
diſquier, Sin makes travel painful, death 
dreadful, and hell intolerable ; fo char it 
is a boundleſs and endleſs evil, And ſhould 
pot {uch conſiderations as theſe awaken 
you? May it not trouble you to confider 

3; x73 | with 
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with your ſelf thus, If 4 die with all this 
load of fin upoa me, it will ſurely fink me 
deep enough into the.burning lake ? And 
alas, if I live till the full time of my Tra- 
vel come ( which is very uncertain ) yet 
how little a while is ir before that fatal 
hour may ſever my ſoul from my body ; 
My foul, which is inviſtble, and therefore 
leſs minded, while my vile body hath been 
pampered, and delicately kept ; and then 
I muſt appear before an impartial Judge, 
whoſe eyes are as flames of fire ; and how 


Heb. 2. 3- ſhall 7 eſcape or endure his ſentence of con- 


demnation,who have neglected ſo great ſalva- 
tion ? Oh Eternity, that amazing word, 
that aſtoniſhing thing ! Who can number 
the millions of years contained 'in Erernij- 
ty ? Who can ſpie either bank or bottom 
in the Ocean of Eternity ? _ 
Well, if J were-not cerfain, . buf. had 
only a ſuſpicion that my ſoul ſhaſl jave 
eternal recompences,, .. acco2ding to © ifs 
wozks, yet why ſhould XJ adventure upon 
ſin? If there were neither Hell 92 Yea- 
ven, yet lin ts hateful and filthy in 1f ſelf, 
and holineſs and righteouſneſs 1s molt c- 
ligible and amiable fo2 1f ſelf. So that, 
were J never ſo mach an 1infivcl, yet rea- 
ſon will tell, me, that only picty cati beget 
in my mind frue tranquility. | 
But ſurely, my Creator is true, . and 


| ; f _—_ 12- therefore will, in another world, bring eve- 


ry 
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ry work into judgment, and by rewards and 
puniſhments, vindicate, for ever, that ho- 
nour of his holineſs, which is 1o little re- 
carded upon earth. 

Having, with ſuch things. as theſe, 
brought your mind to conſider of the na- 
ture and danger of your fins, endeavour, 
in the next place, to ſet your ſelf ro weep- 
ing, ſupplication, and faſting, ( bur ſtill as 
your weakneſs will bear, for God will have 
mercy, and not ſacrifice, and therefare an un- 
ſeaſonable or intolerable meaſure of religious 
melancholy,which may endanger your body, 1s 
from the devil, that murtherer ) acknow- 
ledge your offences, and ſeek the face of 
God. And be not ſleight or weary in this 


.work, but the more your heart draws back, 


and the ſooner it would give over, as if you 
had now done enough, the more ſuſpect 
your ſelf, and ſ#:r up your ſelf to call upon 
God. Do not this work by halves, but 
bring it to ſome good iſſue, and while your 
heart is in any ſerious temper, and conſci- 
ence begins to accuſe, liſten to it, leſt God 
give you over to final impenitericy and un- 
belief, and then ſever worſe devils will enter, 
and you will toon be ripe for Hell. Where- 
fore 1. tell you again, you muſt, upon the 
ſighoof your fins, bend your knees to the 
Father of Mercies, flying to Chriſt for re- 
ſuge, and laying hold upon the horns of 


the Altar, plead the all-ſufficiency of that 
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facrifice that Chriſt offered ;- condemning 
your ſelf again and again, and caſting your 
{elf upon the rich and free grace of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Reſolve, with leriouinels 
and ſincerity, to live in newnels of life, 
and ro walk, not in the fleſh, but 1m the ſpirit. 
And ſeeing of your elf you can do nothing 
exactly and acceptably good yer ( ler me 
rell you, by the way) you may do more than you 
do, by your own ſtrength and the help of that 
common aſſiſt ance,God hath already given you; 


and you may forbear many ſins, if you will , 


as appears by the different carriage of rude 
ſinners; when they are tn civil or religions 
company, they can keep in their Qaths and 


| Curſes, if they liſt * 1 


( And therefo2e do the beſt you may, and 


blame God of backwarvdneſs to help you, 


- 


Ezck. 36. 
25,26,27% 


-1f pou can, ) 


Seeing, I ſay, your own ſtrength will 
not. reach ſo far, as to change your. heart 


and life, and bring you to be truly holy ; 


therefore: improve the Covenaht of grace, 
wherein God doth promiſe ro put a new 
heart within us, and ro cauſe us to walk 13 hs 
ftatutes, and beg of him daily ro work #2: you 
both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 


' If you thus do, let your travel come when 


it will, and whateveribecome of: your bo-** 
dy, your foul cannot, miſcarry. ' lf alfo 
you have wronged any, by ſlander. or un- 
rightegus dealing, refolve to make them 
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x ſpeedy fatisfaCtion, If you have malice a- 
{ gainſt any perſon or party whatever, lay ir 
'} wholly aſide. If you have been wronged 


{ by any in your name, or otherwiſe ; forg:ve Mar. 6.14, 


* them,and ſo will your heavenly Father forgive *5: 
. you. Bur if in any thing there happen a 

difficulty about reſtitution, reconciliation, 
| &c. which you are perplexed about ; rake 
the advice of ſome pious and skilful Paſtor, 


an interpreter, one of a thouſand, who may Job 33. 
ſhew to man his righteouſneſs, and who may 23» 24+ 


gmae your feet into the way of peace ;,, and 0- 
bey their advice {peedily. Alto, if you be 
yet puzled about the right performance of 
your ſecret duties, and doubt you have not 
taken-the right way, or that any doubts 
oppreſs your mind concerning the pardon 
of your ſins ; then caſt your eyes upon 
ſuch as fear the Lord, ( how much ſoever 
you deſpiſed or hated them before )) ſuch 
as have mourned 1n ſecret for your pride, and 
have earneſtly longed for your converſion, 
_ and are themſelves practitioners in religious 


retirements : With them are the ſecrets of the Pſal.2 5,14. 
Lord. And therefore unboſome your felf 1 Cor. 2- 


to.them of ſuch things as are meer to be 
revealed, and hearken rather to their coun- 
lel, than to the diſcouragements of Satan ; 
and. get them to entertain you into their 
company, and to remember you .in their - 
ordinary . and daily Prayers, or in ſome 
more folemn addreſs to God in your _— 
| -. _- 
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(a) Pla!. joy of his ſalvation-(a) who lo long a time 


Pl. 33. 20, 14 , 
Hol” 72.6. he draws near his journeys end, his father 


Ia. 30.18. meets him, receives him, and entertains 


Lam. 3. 
25, 26, 
Mar. 22. 
IT. 
Heb. 12. 
> -. 
x Tim. 2, 
J 5» 
Rom, 6, 
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And it 1s mnch to be hoped, that the in- 
tereſt of thele favourites in the Court of 
Heaven, may facilicate your reconciliati- 
on, and haſten from God an anſwer of 
peace. However, if after the ute of theſe 
and ſuch other means, inward fears do till 
remain; yet reſolve, in deſpight of the 
Temprter, to continue in a way of duty, 
and patienily wait upon that God for the 


waited for your converſion. The return- 


weary ſteps in his journey home ; yer when 


him with joy. So, though you cannot; in 
reaſon, expect that God ſhould pretently, 
upon  wogy repentance, give! you aſſurance 
of pardon, yet let ir fatisfie you, that his 
Word doth affure you : and if you expect 
any ſeniible joy, he commonly reſerves 
that beſt wine rill the laſt ; when you draw 
nearer to your home ia heaven, you ſhall 
have a clearer fight of his reconciled face. | 
Wherefore, to end this, be you careful to 
put on the Wedding garment of Holinels, 
and whenever you die, you ſhall have un- 
doubted welcome to that perpetual Ban- 
quert in the Kingdom of Glory, | 
Thus I have given a fhort draught of 
what I ſhould more largely” have inſiſted 
upon, for the conviction, direCtion, and 
F Con- 
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A Preſent for Teeming Women. 
conſolation of them, who have as yet done 
nothing, or little to purpoſe in their turn- 
ing to God. But the intended brevity of 
this Treatiſe will not permit me to expa- 
tiate on every point. 


| ——_—_y_—_—_— 


CHEAT ©: 


Preparation for death, the duty of godly wo- 
men when with child. 


OU that have taſted the goodneſs of 
the Lord, and have given up your ſelf 

to him, muſt, upon this occaſion, {equeſter 
your ſelf a while from all the incumbrances 
of ſecular affairs, and deny your ſelf of 


99 


the ulual attendance of any company, and _ 


entring into your chamber, ſhut the door, and 
give attendance to theſe things. 


Commune with thy own heart, and let thy Pal. 4. 4 
ſpirit make diligent ſearch after thoſe ſecret 77. 6. 


fins that yet lurk in thy boſom ;- rub x 
thy memory of former ſins. ({ even thoſe 
committed in the dayes of thy 'ignorance' 


and vanity) remember the wormwood and gall, 
fs ſin was to thee upon thy firſt, p 


I mean, 


converſion ; remember thy relapſes any Prov. 20. 
time ſince, into fins formerly confefſed and'27- 


bewailed ; and conſider thy unfruitfalneſs 


and unfuirable returns to God for his rich 


mercy in Chriſt, how little thou haft a- 
 darned his Goſpel, but rather rendered 


God- 
7 - 
. . _ P l 4 
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Godlineſs leſs amiable by thy frequent mil. 
carriages. In a word, examine thy ſenſes, 
members, . thoughts, and. inward parts, of 
all their ſeveral evils, and renew thy re- 
pentance in that ſerious and humble man- 
ner the Lord requires. | 

For your fins are ( in fome reſpects ) 
more provoking to God, rhan the wicked- 
neſs of the wicked. More diſhonourable to 
his name, more grievous to his holy Spirir, 
more ditpleaſing ro the good Angels, more 
advantageous to the evil Angels, more 
ſcandalous to the world, and more unbe- 
ſeeming your principles and heavenly 


Recordari hopes. Therefore, as David having ſinned 


volo tranſ- againſt God, wrote many penitential 


attas jedi-Plalms, and ſhed many a tear day and 


_ 14,7 night; And Solomon, having finned foully 
corruptio- After God had appeared to him, wrote his 
ns animi, Tecantation, and penitential review of his 
202 quod. . life, in the Book of Eccleſiaſtes; And the 
ka ann, woman (after ſhe was pardoned ) waſhed 
me te, i our SAVIOUYS feet with her tears, and ſpent, 
Deus meus, 35 hiſtories tell us, many years after bewail- 
Auguſtin. ing her fins : So, go you and do likewiſe, re- 
 Confeff.' membring the holy Apoſtle, who ſome- 
{s, 2. 6 1.'tjmes ſhames himlelf for the ſins of his un- 
converted eſtate, ſometimes bewails the re- 
mainders of cerruption that abode withit 

him, | _—— 
And renew alio your reſolution of better 
obedience, and more circumſpe walking 
in 


ety, 


y 
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in all manner of converſation, Chide 
your heart for its deceicfalnefs, charge 
your foul ro be more mindfal of che vows of 
God that are upon you. Double upon your 
ſelf all poſſible obligarions, to recover 
what you have loſt, and to ſtir up in you 
thoſe things that are ready to dle. 

'Thus you ſhould perſevere in the work 
of confeſſion, lamentation, and tupplicari- 
on, til] you find ſome ſuch an{werable effect 


in your heart, as may aflure you, that your - Car, TH 


labour is not in vain inthe Lord. As our books 58. 
of Martyrs Telares of that famous Martyr, 
Mr. Fohn Bradford, that he could not leave 4 
auty till he had found communion with Chrift 
iu the duty, 1.e. till he had brought his hear 
into a more holy frame. He could not . 
leave Confeſſion, till he had found his hearr 
couched, broken, and humbled for fin; 
nor Petition, 'till he had found his hearc 
taken with the beauty of the things he de- 
fired ; nor could he leave Thankſpiving, 
till he had found his ſpirit enlarged, and 
his ſoul quickened in the return of prailes. 


(a) Like that of devour Bernard, who faith (4) Nun-- N 
quam abs 


te abjqz tt 


of himlelf, char he never went away from Goa 
without God. This is indeed the genius of 
every Saint, who have known by experience 


how good "rs for them to draw nigh to God. Mcdit. 


And you have ſurely found God in the du- 
ty, if you find your heart more ont of love 
with your felf and the world, more ham- 

- as, © bled 
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bled for fins paſt, more afraid of every ap- 
pearance of evil for- the future, and more 
delighting in all thoſe duties, that may 
promote your graces, and weaken your 
corruptions in you. But remember, that 
the duties of humiliation, confeſſion, ſupplica- 
ti0n,muſt be therefore delighted <p Bon they 
lead us toGod. And, then do we ſerve him 4- 
right when we have learned to delight not in our 
ſervices but in God, Wherefore raiſe your 

' Rev. 19.s. heart to that heavenly frame of thankfal- 

Luk. 2.13.nefs, and praiſe to God, for the eternal 

'Pfal. 33. 1, Contrivances of his wiſdom and purpoles 

of grace in giving Jelus Chriſt, for the ful- 
nels of his promites, the freeneſs of his co- 
- venant, the ſufficiency of his word, the 
bleſſed operations of his Spirit, and the 
transforming power of his grace. Yea, 

Pal. 103, let all that is within you bleſs his boly name for 

q, 3 3* pardon of ſin; for all other benefits, whether 

Plat. 139. geliverances from evil, or giving you any 


7 + 1843; thing that pertains to life and godlineſ; for 


3» 4. 3s* heavens for you, to which you are kept by the 
power of God. And really, when I canlider, 
that the whole world lies in wickedneſs, I can- 
not but praiſe God in'your behalf, who harh 
called you out of darkneſs into his maruellous 
light, and numbred you among che faithful. 

The Lord add to your number,.and inable 
you by chearful and thankfal {ybmiffion 
| | ; ro 


*_ any good hope through grace of an inheritance 
F 1 Per, 1, #7:corruptible and undefiled, reſerved in the 


ſes. 


a heart truly penitent for fin, and thank- 
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to Chriſts eaſfie yoke, to ſhew forth his prai- 


Another good ſep towards your prepa- 
ration for dearh would be, not only to get 


fal to God, bur allo charitable towards all 1 Cor. 13. 
men, that 2s, to be of an inoffenſive and - 2, 3» 4s 
courteous diſpoſntion 20 the wicked, affcftionate 4,4 FOR 
ro-the godly, ana compaſſionate ro the neeay. , Tim, P 
But I mean eſpecially hs /aff, of having 15. 
bowels of mercy to them that be in want, ! Pet. 4-8, .; 
which by way of eminency is commonly cal- R Per. 1.70 
led Charity, as charity in the Greek is called I 
grace; Implying, that there 1s no grace 

without charity, ro evidence of rhe truth 

of our charity without liberality. 

Now the Apoſtle hath directed us, To 1 Tim. 6, _ 
charge them that are rich in this world, that 17> 18- 
they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain 
riches, but in God ;, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diftribute,, willing to Commus 
nicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
fonndation againſt the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life, Let this full 
Scripture ſerve inſtead of many. And ſee- 
ing they that fow plentifully (ſhall reap plenti- 2 Cor.g.6, 
fully, therefore put it nor off till your laſt 7,9,9,10- 
Wall, or till your recovery from Travel 
but while you have opportunity, do good to all, 
bat  efpetialty to' the chouſhold of faith. Do 
ſomething for the poor, according as God 
hath bleſleg you-m your eſtate, and as you 
| | can 
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can obtain , your hausbands conſent ( unleſs 
you have a conſiderable allowance at your 


- own diſpoſal ; ) I ſay, do ſome ſuch eminent 
2 Cor. 8. work of charity, as may give 4 proof of the 
24; truth of your love to Chriſt, 'and though ir 


cannot expiate any former fins ( Chriſt only 

can do thac ) yet may ( in a ſenſe ) recom- 

penſe what hath been- defeQtive in this 

kind 3 and may cauſe the poor, while you 

Mat. ro. ive, to give you a diſciple's reward, and to 

41, 42. bleſi you m the name of the Lord; and may 

allo enable you the better, when, after the 

re{urreCtion, you ſhall be examined, whe- 

Mat. 25+ ther you have cloathed the naked and the hun- 

35» 36, 37, gry,viſtted the priſoners, QC. to give up your 
OF account with joy and not with grief. 

In the next place, alienate your heart 

and affections from all things below Hea- 

Heb. 12, 4, VEN 3 Caſt off every weight of worldly defires, 

and begin ro part with: that in your affecti- 

ons, which you may ſhortly part with in 

perion. Look upon all your comforts, as 

dying comforts; upon your body,asa dying 

body ; upon your houſe and eſtate, as fading 

vanities, which you muſt ſhortly forſake, 

Let not your care about any of theſe, take 


Lam. 1, g. Up that time, and thoſe thoughts, which 


you had need at this ſeaſon to imploy o- 
therwiſe. And that you may the more 
clearly rid your hands of thele things, /er 
Ifa. 50; 4. 776 adviſe you whenever. you are with child, if 
Gal. 6, 1c you bave any thing conſiderable of your own to 
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Aiſpoſe, to make your Will betimes ;, ſet your 


houſe in order, and then commit your Relations 


to the bleſſing of God, and all other things to 
the pleaſure of his providence. Andaf there 
be any thing 17 your minad,to (peak to any Who 
you love, by way of exhortation,adavice,aamo- 
nition,or reproof ; do it jpeedily, and with all 
your might. Leave as jlrict a charge, 4s you 
can,upon all that belong to you,to live ſoberly, 
righteoufly, and goalily. Your laſt words to 
them, if ſeriouſly and heartily uttered, with 
prayer to God for his Bleſſing,may ſtick more in 
their minds, than many a Sermon which they 
have careleſly heard. \\hen the Patriarchs 
drew near their end, they gave many grave 
and pious inſtructions to their Relations ; 
which are therefore lefr upon record, that 
thoſe that fear God, might imitate them, 


that ſo they may ae the death of thoſe righte- Num, 53, 


ous perſons, andtheir latter end be like theirs, 19: 


Our Saviour Himſelf, when he faw the 
hour of his ſufferings to approach, ipent@is 


time wholly in comforting, teaching, and 15. cap. of 
eſtabliſhing h1s diſciples, 1n inſticuting- and John. 


adminiſtring the Sacrament of his Sapper, 
and in prayer for them, and all his people, 
to the end of the world. Yea thus the 
Saints and Martyrs in all ages, have lefr us 
innumerable examples of their pious and 


moving Speeches, when they were going 
| Thus a Candle when 'tis at the laſt 
point arid ready to go out; gives a ſudden 
REY | F flaſh 


hence. 
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flafh and a clearer ſhine : So you ſhould en- 


Rev. 2.19, deavour, that your laſt words may be your 


beft words, and your laſt works your beft 
works. | 

Having thus eaſed your heart, as much 
as may be, from all other cares, and made 
this fair progreſs in your preparation, what 
remains, but that you look Death in- the 
face, ſuffering no day to paſs without ſeri- 
ous thoughts upon your latter end, that ſo 
by frequent meditation, you may make 
death more familiar, and leſs terrible to 
you. Yea, that by a rightunderſtanding of 
the nature of death, you may be w:ll;ng to 
be diſſglved with Paul, and ready to ſay with 


Luk, 2.29. old Ssmeon, Now Lord, let thy ſervant depart 


inpeace, for mine eyes have ſeenthy ſalvation. 
Wherefote, look upon Death, not as re- 
preſented, to a Sinner, by blind and fear- 
fal Nature ; but as 3 ary in the Scrip- 
tures, to a Believer, lweetned, conquered, 
arÞ altered by the Death of Chriſt. Well 
then, Death hath its harbingers, ſickneſs 
and pain, which are commonly more trou- 
bleſome that Death it ſelf, Ir brings a dil- 
{olation of the frame of Nature, a putre- 


Jeb1*-22-faCtion of the Body in a land of darkneſs, a | 
| departure of the ſoul into an unknown: ! 
eftate in another world. But what is there, | 


in all this, hurtful ? All the meſſengers and 
forerunners of death, which torment- and 
deftroy our bodies,cannot hinder a Believer 
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from rejoycing, and ſayings with David, 
Thy ftatutes are my ſongs in the houſe of my pil- P.r 19:54 
rimage. And well may they ſing on their 
fick beds, yea, on their death-beds, whom 
the Lord himſelf doth artend, to make their 
Old Facob, fainting Gen. 45. 
under a three-fold burthen, of fickneſs, of 18- 
age, and the care of his poſteriry,refreſh- 
ech himlielf by tarning to the Lord, and 
waiting for his Salvation, As forthe diſſolu- 
tion of the frame of Nature, it impairs 
not Four bleſſednels, nor can cauſe a dil- 
nnion from Chriſt. Mor life, nor death, g. » 
nor any other thing, can ſeparate uns fromthe 49, _— 
love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our 


"TO7=="IN 


As when Chriſt died, though the com- 
forting influences of his -Divine Nature 
were ſuſpended, or leſs viſible, yet the hy- 
poſtatical Union remained inſeparable. So 
in our death, the local ſeparation berween 
body and ſoul is not a final diſunion, much 
leſs can there be a cuttirig off the myſtical 
Union of our perſons with Chriſt. There- 
fore, though wicked men die in them- 
ſelves, and die without Chriſt, as they liv- 
ed out of him ; yetthe ſervants of God die, .. 
:n Chriſt, they die to the Lord, yea, into the |, Ther 7. | 
Lord, viz. 1o as to be more nearly joyned x4. 
to him than before. Rom. 14+ 

There is in every member of Chriſt a di- 7% 
witie Nature; not {ubject to death or diſfo- PINE 1:22," 

FS lation; 


mn _— 1 


x Cor. 5. 1, 
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lation. Therefore, though as the chil. 


dren of men they die, yet as the children 


-of God they live. Though, as the chil- 


dren of Adam,they return to the earth ; yer, 
as the members of Chriſt, they return to 


God. And though their bodies die, be- | 


cauſe ſevered from their ſoul, yet ic liveth 
in death, becauſe it is ſtill joyned to the 
Lord. God zs the God of Abraham, yet not 
the God of the dead, Every Atome, and 
unknown {ſcattered parcel of a believer's 
duſt, are depoſited in the hands of a fairh- 
ful Creator. So that though they be dead, 
yet their life is hid with Chriſt in God. And 
as for the darkneſs and putrefation of the 
Grave, it matters not ; its putrefattion 
muſt be, thatthe garments of our polluted 
fleſh may be changed into one without ipor. 
This Tabernacle, which our fins have defi- 


led, like the Leper*s houſe, muſt bepulled ; 


down, that at the day ofthe reſtitution of all 
things, it may be made a moreglorious body ; 
Until which day it refs in the Grave,as 7 
a hed of ſleep, and finds darkneſs in a dor- 
mitory not inconvenient. And though 
the ſoul depart from all the delights and 
ſociety of men, and noeye can lee whither 


it flies, and into what habitations it enters ; 


though the ſtate of departed ſouls be a my- 
fterie, which reaſon may talk of, but ne- 
ver fully diſcover ; yet by Faith welook at 
the things that are not ſeen, even the things 
that 
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that are eternal. We know ( faith the A- 


poſtle ) that if our earthly houſe of this ta- 
bernable were diſſolved, we have a building ef 
God, a houſe not made with hands eternal in 


the heavens. Whither I go, ye know, faith Joh. 14 4 


Chriſt, and the way ye know: We know 
that there 13 a perfe&:ng of the ſpirits of . juſt 
men, that there is an Abrahams Boſom, 4 
Paradiſe, a Right hand of God, and many 
manſions in our Father's houſe,where they who 


have believed, do enter into reſt, 'Tis there- R. Bolton 


fore, our idlenefs of ſpirit, our ſlowneſs of Seneral 
DireQ1- 
ONS, &C. P. 


hearc to conſider, that makes the ſtate of 
the dead unknown and undefirable ; and 
the joyes of the world to come to be, in a 
manner, fabulous and inedible. Bur 


turely it would much add to your peace and Rom-5.13. 


joy in believing, if you would oftner lifrup 
the eyes of your mind to the Heaven of 
Heavens, and by Faith enter into the Holy 
of Holies, and view the Scituation, Man- 
ſions, Treaſures, and Delights of the hea- 
venly Feruſalem; and you ſhall ſoon lee, 


that the preſent ſtate of Glory, which you _ 


enter into at death ( not to ſpeak of that 
far greater meaſure at the Relurrection) 1s 


fuch, as may abundantly cure all ſad ap-_ 


prehenſions concerning your departure. 
What ſhall I fay of your immunites from 
all temporal evils,from that vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit, which doth perpetually e- 
lade and diſcruciate the mind ? Preſent e- 
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vils are innumerable, and future evils are 
unavoidable : Sufficient to every day 1s the 
evil thereof, and yer we know not but the 
morrow may bring forth greater. What a 
comfort is it ro bein a perpetual Ark of 
ſafery, wherein we may fwim above all 
waters? To be taken up our of this miry 
pir, andto be taken away from the evil tocome, 
to be out of the reach of helliſh tongues, 
and bloody hands, ( for the dead know no- 
thing at all, that is, their ſenſeleſs bodies, 
and glorified fouls, know no mitery from 
all the world can do againſt them. ans 
the Papiſts accurſe and burn their bones for 
Hereticks F they are not touched with 
the feeling oFany infirmity, the dead nei- 
ther know, nor care any thing at all, what 
men do for them or againſt them here up- 
on earth). Alſo, what a bleſſedneſs is it, 
to be delivered from the tempration of ill 


(«) oz-re3; company, and the contagion of the (4) 


rotten breath of wicked men. and the vexation 
that is cauſed to every righteous Lot, in ſeeing 
and hearing them? Wo is me, laith David, 
that I ſojourn in Meſech, Alto,to be free of 


tiz, que Satan's importunate ſuggeſtions; ro eſcape 
fetore ms him, whois, in theſe laſt dayes, come down 


with great wrath, becauſe his time is but 
J0Yt. | 
Uerily, if one knew what oppoſition 
the hoſt of evil Angels ( thaf fill the re- 
giotis of the air ) do make againſt the 
ree | 
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free aſcent of a gracious ſoul fo Yeaven ; 
if muſt needs be, that the joy they con- 
ceive of their ſafe arrival, by the conduc 
of good Angels, mult be very greaf : 
This laſt inſfance of Safans mad and 
malicious endeavours, being freſh in their 
memo21es. 

But content muſt. it needs add, to lee 
the Daughter to deſtroy the Mother of Mit: 
chief: 1 mean, that whereas Sin is thefirſt 
Parent of Death, Death only puts an end 
co all our ſins. Sampſon ſlew many Phil:- 
ſtines in his life, bur at his death he ſlew the 
Lords themſelves. So we may mortifie 
ſome ſins in our life, but at death we - 
triumph over our Maſter-fins, yea, Allour 
ſins. Yea, let me yet add, that ir is no 
ſmall part of our gain by Death, to be 
freed from all laborious Graces and Duties ; 
{uch as Fear, Hope, Repentance, Watch- 
fulnefs, Self-denial, &c. Confeſſion, Hu- 
miliation, Praying, Hearing, Receiving 
Sacraments, &c. For all theſe argue Im- 
perfections, Wants, and Corruptions a- 
bounding in us. In ſhort, after death they 
come to judgment, have their ablolation from 
God himſelf, and ſhall ſee all debts croſſed 
out of his book of remembrance, are admitted 
to ſit down with Abraham, Iſaac. and Facob, 
have fellowſhip with the innumerable compa- 


xy of Angels, underſtand the myſteries they xper. i. 8. | 


now believe; and are with him, whom ba: 
I 4 ving 
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wing before not ſeen, yet they loved, but now 
* refoyce m-him with joy unſpeakable,and full of 
glory. Bur al] this contains but that pre- 
tent ſtate of Glory, which they immedi- 
ately poſſeis afrer death. Burar the Re- 
{urrection, when body and foul are reuni- 
red, the ſentence of Ablolution more pub- 
lickly pronounced, the wicked condemned, 
rime finiſhed, and their whole perſons ad- 
mitted to fulnels of glory and happinels; 
then, I ſay, there isa Sreat addition made 
ro their feliciry ; then rhagg fouls ſhall no 
longer cry, How long, Lo7d, holy and true, 
as they did before, while their bodies were un- 
der corruption, and the Church under perſecu- 
tio ; But ſhall be fully fatisfied with the 
perpetuity of that bleſſegnels and perfecti- 
on God hath crowned them with. Burt [1 
[iſt nor here to enier into ſolarge a field, 
as the ſtate of Glory after the Returrection. 
Many others have written largely of it : 
And what I have before ipoken of the ſtate 
of departed Souls, *preſently afcer their, 
Soins hence, does, | think, more. proper- 
ly belong to fuch conſiderations, as may 
help to prepare you for death, that you may 
not be #n bondage with the fear thereof ; but 
baving rightly underſtood it, as now re- 
Preſented, may fay, with more aflured 
confidence than wicked Agag, Surely the 
bitterneſs of death is paſt. 
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a CHAP. XI. 

: : To reſolve upon ſome ſpecial Return of thank- 
* = fulneſs,after their Deliverance,s alſo the 
- £4 duty of Woman with child. 


7 Ere you muſt rightly underſtand, what 
4 'I do not mean in this direction,as well 
, as whar I do mean. Know, therefore,that 
I do not deſire to draw you into raſh 
! Vows, no, nor indeed to any vows at all, 
! I obſerveittoo common among affiitted perſons, 
; perhaps 'tis ſo alſo among women with child, to 
1 make many vows,that if ever God deliver them, 
! they will leave ſuch a ſin,abound in ſuch a duty, 
| decline ſuch and ſuch remptations;read ſo much, 
| and ſo often, &c. But I have alſo obſerved, 
: that ſuch vows ſeldom end well. I could relate 
t ſad Inſtances of ſome whom I have known,who, b 
 afeer the commiſſion of ſome foul ſin, have in | 
| my preſence,expreſſed as Credible ſerious reper- 
tance, as ever I could deſire, yea,have, to my 
ſeeming, been in utter deſpair for the preſent; 
ſo that Thave been not a little troubled to pet 
them to belreve,that their ſins were pardonable, 
and their ſouls not paſt remeay : and when at 
laſt theybegan to apprehend any hope,they have 
upon 4 ſudden, ere I was aware, made vows, 
Never more to come near ſuch and ſuch compa- 
n0ns, and places of temptation ; yea,have alſo 
teconded theſe their vows with immediate = 
| ne 
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neſt prayer to God in ſecret, for his aſſiſtance; 
And yet have (to my knowledg ) riſen from 
their knees, and gone immediately to the ſame 
wicked prattice, and been as deeply plunged as 
before,and then been in the ſame trouble again, 
make the like vows again, and relapſcd m liks 
manner again. This, I ſay, IThave known, 
and ſeriouſly conſidering of the matter, I 
cannot aſſign any other cauſe thereof, than 
this. | 
—_ That thoſe vows are unwarranfable, 
43. in tex. nd God would not be infreated to give 
tizn pre- his bleſſing to that fo2 which he had never 
ceptum, p. glven his command. | 
267. For though in the Old-Teſtament there 

Is as clear examples of paying Vows, as of 
offering a Sacrifice : Yet in the New Te- 

ſtament, he who commanded. his Mini- | 
ſters to teach us to obſerve whatſoever he had 
commanded (though he is graciouſly plea- 
{ed to condeſcend to many particulars, that 
might ſeem of leſs concernment, yet ) 
gave no inſtruction to his Apoſtles or Mini- 
ſters, to preſcribe making Vows, as a help 
to holineſs, or a remedy againſt ſin or 
temptaion. So that, unleſs ut were agreea- | 
ble to his will,it will hardly conduceto his glory. | 

Beſides, when we vow any thing, it muſt ' 

be either a thing commanded and neceſſa. 
\- ry, or uncommanded. To vow to do a 

"thing commanded of God, is needleſs. For 
his command layes a greater obligationup- 
| On .! 
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. 
of 


on us already. And if the thing vowed 
ame 1 be uncommanded, then it is not neceſſary ; 
as 4 and conſequently, it muſt betangerous to 
2i7, 7 lay our ſelves under a neceſſity of doing 
lik: |} that which our great Law-giver never 
M77, 5 made neceſſary. 
, / 5 For this vow of nnneceflary things muſt 
2an | be either abſolute, or conditional. An 
. abſolute vow layes us under the ſnare of 


le, ? impoſſibilities, yea, under the danger of 
ve } fin; a conditional vow carries with it the 
Ier j danger of inconſtancy ; ſuch vows berng ſe!» 

. } dem held of much force, becauſe circumſtances 
re may ſo often vary, that they may quickly ſeem 
of 7 diſcharged of their vows. As for inſtance, 


2- |; Suppole you make a vow, If God ſhall re- 


i- | cover you, to give {o much to the poor, to 
d þ read ſo many Chapters a day, to pray ſo 
i- || often, or the like, This is an abſolute 
At | vow. And now, if Providence render it 


) | impoſſibleto give ſo much, withoutgreat 
- | prejudice to your family-neceſlities, or to 


P f read or pray ſooften, without danger of 
F1 uu healch, or omitting ſome more necel. 
k ary and ſeaſonable good ; in this caſe you 


- & cannot poſſibly keep your vow without fin. 
* 3 lf your vow be conditional to give ſo much, 
1 if, you can ſpare it; to read and pray ſo 
 $ much, if you havel leiſure and ſtrength : 
4 This is needleſly vowed, for you are al- 
ready bound by your vow in Baptiſm, and 
by the common bonds of Religion, o- 
: wiat 
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what you can to the poor, and to ſerve 


God with all your might, and. to redeem” 
Aud 1ts better to dg 


your time fof hin, N 
what we do for God,out ef conſcientious obedi. 
ence to his Law,than out of ſuperſtitions obſer- 
Vation of voluntary vows. For win hath 7e- 


guirea this at your hands ?The Papilſts do &X- 


lib. 2. c, 1, ceed all other Sects in variety of Religious 


fh. 2. P82 VOW 
caſe of conſ. 


(mihi )97. 


*them, bur in the grofſeſt avule, making 
vows of Continency, regular Obedience, 
Qc. to be meritorious, above all other 
good works commanded 
Law. The very naming of i{uch bold im- 


piety is {ufficient to-render it ridiculous to! 


all that have the Law of God written in their 
hearts, Wherefore, to conclude this buſt- 


(a)B. Hall, neſs of vows, I fay witha (4) reverend 


lib. 
(mibi)173 


les : 


contemplat. Author ſpeaking of the unhappy vow of 
10. Þ. Feptha; The conſcience ſhall never find peace 172 


* any way, but that which we ſee before us, and 
which we know ſafe both in the kind and cir- 
cumſt ances. There 1s no comfort in, Perad- 
venture I ;nay pleaſe God. Therefore be very 
cautelous of making any vows ; and fert- 
ouſly confider, and candidly accept my op:- 
non herein, that the ſafeſt way is to let them 
alone. But now 'cis time ro ſhew you 

what I do mean by theſe Religious purpo- 


I mean, that you ſhould conſider ſeri- 
oufly how defeCtive you haye been, in pro- 
| {ecution - 
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s, not only. abounding 1m the ule of * 


in. the moral * 
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'e | ſecution of thole Religious ends, that the 
| 4 Golpel and your holy profeſſion doth mind 

* you of, and that you would firmly purpote 
/- 7 and refolve with your felf, ro endeavour to 
"- 4 do more for God than yet you have done. 
'- | As for initance, Suppoſe yer reſolutions be, 
- | of avoiding ſome evil, or fume occaſion or ap- 
s 4 peararce of evil,or famething that doth hinder 
f k that which is geod 5 as to refſulve ( ſuppoſing 
3 } jou are by your quality Conccriied neem) roar 
» } briage your ſelf of ſome of your gallantry, to 
[ emore frugal in yonr apparcl,und not tobe a 
[| 7 fave to the people of this Generation, nor to 
follow every ridiculous and apiſh faſnion of ths 
world ; To ſpend leſs time in your tedious dre}- 
fiag and trimming every morning, and to re 
- 2} deem ſome of it, for the beholding your ſinsim - 30. 
| } theglaſSof the Law, and Chriſt im the plaſſof * 
4 the Goſpel, that you may trim your foul and a- 
dorn it after the likeneſs of Chriſt ;, or to ſpend 
leſs time and mony in Gamin? ; or to be more Melius eff 


, ſeldom inidle viſits, eſpecially of fach as will babere ma- 


t Tim. 2. 
9, IO. 
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h g lorum o04i- 
not cnaure in their company, any tath of God, ,,, qua'a 


| whether in good ſort or in bad ( as the Jeinits conſortium. 
_ once prohibited ) but are wholly adeitted to Bern. de 
ſuch evil communication as corrupts o00d man- 040 bene 
| vivendl. 
ners. Or if you would reſolve upon any ſerm. 60. 
thing poſitively good, or praiſe- worthy | 
q and of good report, as, To be more conſtant, 
4 frequent, laborious, 1n your Cloſet- devVotions ; Prov. 31: 
to be more careful of your family, that it may 27. 
not be a cage of unclean birds,and a habitation 


of 
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and paſſionate haſty correttions) I mean to get 


free of that accarſed fondneſs, whereby ſo many \ 
children have been curſes to their Parents on : 
earth, and curſed firebrands in Hell at their 
acath. Remember old Eli, and be not partak:- 5 . 
er of his ſms,left you be partaker of his plagues. | 
Or if you reſolve, to take more notice of your | 
godly neighbours about you, who are made as | 
the offscouring of the world,and to make it more © 
manifeſt thar your delight is inthe Saints, and * 
that you hate them that hate the Lord,yea hate | 
them with perfett hatred and count them your || 
enemies, Or if you would remember who have | 


provoked and offended you,by flandring you or 


' othermiſe,andnow ſhew your ſelf courteous | 
(a) Divits and loving.to them eſpecially; requiting them | 
foperfiu Sood for evil, and never remembring or up-® 


Paupers 


of Devils but 4 houſhold of faith, wherein all © 
wickzaneſs ſhall at leaſt hide its head, and the © 
duties of Religion and Profeſſion of Godlineſs, | 
have more countenance and reputation;or tobe. 
more ſevere to your children (I abhbor cruelty * 


- by. 
- Ar ate 
WO «2 Van 


Þ 
j 


ſunt neceſ. 07 aiding them with their offenſsve miſcarriges y 


ſeria ; aliz- towards you. Or if you would reſolve to ſpare 


navetintt, ſomewbat more from your ſuperfluities (a) and 


ut tfta 7 
ty ſenfel expences, for the preſervation of the lives 


Aug. 1 


Pl. 147. keep = ſtock by youzto lay out, as occaſion ſhall 


(5)R. Bol- require, for pious uſes : (b) yea if you ſought | 


tons Gen. out objetls of your charity, and ſeut to ſome of ; 
Dire. Pe the more modeſt poor, to know, how 'tis with 7 
them, that yon might buy or make cloaths for 

| oh 


262, 
Exod, 25. 


3 5» 


:n Of many ſtarving poor 3and,to that end,alway | 
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all A . 
be 3 the naked, as Dorcas did, and every good wo- AQs 9.36- 
# man, as Solomon deſcribes ber, ſhould do, and **W: 31: 
2 get food for the hungry,phyſick for the ſick,har- _— 
3 bour for the deſtitute, tmployment for the dili= _ 
i gent, &c.This was a motive to Peter to raiſe 
7 «p Dorcas, that ſhe had cloathed the poor wis 
# dows. And this, iays one; was the prattice | 
1 of the blefſed Virgin, who having great gifts 
.Z from the three wiſe men, (a) that followed (a) Suppo- 
" 7 the ſtar,yet beſtowed all on the poor,and ſrortly nendum eff 
3 after, at her purification, had but two turtle 994 ia 
} Doves ortwo young Pigeons to offer , which was, N yanoty _ 
by Gods appoint ment, the manner of the poorer y,qpayyat 
Jews, who were not able to buy a lamb. Thus N. Hunap. | 
| have given divers inſtances of '{uch parti- Patr. Ai- 
culars as you may make the matter of pious 7 vir 
Reſolution. And-if in theſe, or any other 4 oaglds 
| oflike nature, you fix your intentions of ,z,»yjz. 
| abounding more, and growing more fruitful cap. 125.p. 
% 7n every good work; it will be, doubtlets, 156. 
3 thank-worthy with God, if he ſee your heart Levit. 5-7. 
| thus firmly bent to obſerve that precept of 
= his, Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I Pl. 50, 15; 
18 mwilldeliver thee and thouſhalt glorifie me. How 
would you glorifie God, when he delivers 
& you? What, by a meer verbal acknow. 
$ ledgment, and not by ſome ſignal teſti- 
8 mony of your thankfalneſs, ane tome ſute- 
able return for ſo great a mercy ? Where- 
fore, I ſay again, Reſolve, if God deliver 
you, to be more faithful to your principles, 
more uſeful in your generation, more alive ” 

J | Goa, 
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God, more affeftionate to Chriſt and his mem- | 
bers, more dead to the world, more eminent in * 
ſome par ticular ſervice to God, whereby you || 
may ſhew forth his praiſe, and acknowledge him * 


4 


in your works,and ſhine with your light before 
men. And thus having in ſome meaſure 


diſpatched the duties before mentioned, 
you may the more boldly addreſs your ſelf 


to what next follows, v#z. to exercite and 
ſtrengthen your faith. 


CHAP. XII. 
To labour for faith in Chriſt, or, if they have 
faith,to endeavor to exerciſe it in truſt and 
dependance upon God for pardon of ſin,is alſo 
the duty of women with child. | 
FO get faith,and toget anintereſt in Chriſt, 
* are great words, and more commonly 
ſpoken than underſtood. Know therefore, 
that Faith zs 7or a believing that I am par- 
doned, or that I have true grace and ſhall 
certainly be 1laved ; this 1s not the nature, 
but fruir, of juſtifying faith. But, Faith 
75 a believing the Gojpel, which repreſents and 
offers Chriſt to us,as the only all- ſufficient Sa- 
viour ; and the recerving him as ſuch. Faith 
looks on Chriſt as revealed in his word, to 
be our Prieſt, Prophet, and King, or the 
way, the truth, and the life. Accordingly 
it cauſeth us, to renounce our own Righte- 
1 ouſnels, 
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_ ® ouſneſs, to renounce our own Reaſon, and 
7 robelieve all myſteries of godlineſs, por: 
# bis bare Word ( thus becoming fools thar 
1 we may be wiſe inhim ; ) and to deny our 
4 ſelves, and renounce our own wills, and 
Z all chings that oppole themſelves againſt 


%V wwe W=S ha) 
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Chriſt, and ro make his wil] our ſupreme 
rule in all our actions. Thus faith receives 
Chriſt, with all his benefits, graces, laws ; 
yea with his yoke, croſs, reproach ; count- 


2 ing the treaſures of the world as nothing, 
7 in compariſon of the meaneſt und pooreſt 
2 things, that appertain to Chriſt, and have 


his. name upon them. So that they who 
chus receive Chriſt, believe in him, and 


2 arejuſtified by him, yield ro Chriſt the chief 


intereſt in all that is theirs 3 in their under- 


| funding by eng bins inch fie 


ons by loving him, in their wills by obey- 


Z ing him, in their time, ſtrength, eſtare, 


and all things they are or have, by ſerving 


Y him with cheir whole heart, their whole 
| foul, and their whole ſtrength, all their 


days. And ſuch have doubtleſs anintereſt in 
Chrift ! Wherefore if you doubt,complain, 
and torment your ſelf with ſuch inward 
fears as would all be removed, if you once 
knew that you believed, and had an intereſt in 
Chriſt ; then ſtir up your ſelf, now to re- 
ceive him as he is offered, be willing to be 
laved by him in his own way, let his inter- 
eſt prevail in you above all other intereſts 1 
: and 


I21 


6 


. 122 A Prefent for Teeming Women. 
and you ſhall find that, faithful and obedient 7 
compliance with him,will ſooner bring comfort 4 
than meer complaints. Be not then ſlothful in | 
thzs buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſecking the 


Lord, for increaſe of faith and help againſt .! 
your infidelity. Do not by A heart of unhe- q 


Y 


lief depart in theleaft, from him, upon any # 


terms ; but lay aſide every ſin that hath eaſily | 


beſet you, (elle your complaints are nor in 


earneſt ; ) patiently perſevere in well do- | 


ST 
SY v..2 


ing, andin a way of holinels accept com- | 
fort. . (Yet look not preſently and roo ea- |! 


gerly for a high meaſure of fenſible joy and | 
aſſurance; for that is ſcarce a promiſed mercy, | 


given to a few vho are moſt eminently holy, | 


and with them it doth not alwayes abide nu- | 


ther.) And if you are wholly wichout } 
Joy or peace in thus believing, you are zot | 
ftreightned in God, but in your ſelf, becauſe } 


you either retain ſome ſin, which grieves 
the Spirit, or liſten to temptations, or 
cheriſh your fears, and refuſe' to be com- 
forted.' Wherefore, for your further help 
confider, the freenefs, fulneſs, ſuitable- 
neſs, and multitude of thoſe exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, whereby you have all 
things that pertain to life and godlineſs ;, pro- 
milesof pardon, and promiles of deliver- 
ance ; promtles to your foul, and to your 
body ; promiſes of all needful good, and 


ef ail things working together for good in this 


life; and promiſes of all goed, in the en- 


Joyment* 


,* 
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. vie laden,and 1 wil give you reſt: - 
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joyment of God who is the chief good, 
Und that with life everlaſting, Search 
then the Scriptures, peruſe your Charter, "I 
read the laſt Will and Teſtament of Jeſus : 
Chriſt, and pick our, and obſerve ſuch pro- 
miſes,as will tufficienly reach you,jin this or 
any condition imaginable. Info great varie- - 
ty, as the ſtore-houle of Scripture affords, 
I ſhall ſer only ſome few before your eyes. 

Promiſes of pardon of fin. 

Let the wicked forſake his way and the un- 
righteous man his thoughs, and let him return 
unto the Lord,for he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God for he will abundantly pardon. 

I will cleanſethem from all their iniquities, Ez*k. 39, 
and I will parden all their iniquities, whereby 23: 
they have tranſgreſſed, and whereby they hav? 
ſinned againſt me. 

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy tranſe x5, 43.2%. 
greſſ ions for my own ſake,and I will not remems- 
ber thy ſuns. 

Who 1s 4 God like unto thee, that pardoneth yijcg),, q. 
mniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the 18, 
remnant” of his bevieehs i RS 

I will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, Heb, 84124 
and their ſins andiniquities will I remember no fy 
more. s. N:. 1 

Be it known unto you all, men arid brethren, AQ.1% 38 
that through this man,gis preached unto you ſor- 4 


giveneſs of ſins. 


Come unto me all ye that labour and are hea- _ it. 


9 


Iſa.57. 7. 
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Tfa. 53:4 Surely he hath born our griefs, and carried © 
PE our ſorrows. He was wounded for or tranſgreſ* | 
ſrons,he was bruiſed for our iniquities,the cha- | 
ftiſement of our peace was upon him, and with © 
his ſtripes we are healed. y 

All we, like ſheep, have gone aſtray, we | 
have turned every one to his own way, and | 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us | 
all. | . 

He was numbred with the tranſgreſſors, and \| 
he bare the ſin of many, and made interceſſion | 
for the tranſgreſſors. | 

To him give all the Prophets witne fi, that 
through his name, whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall receive remiſſion of ſms, 

AQ. 13  Andby him, all that believe are juſtified 
39+ fromall things, from which ye could not be ju- 

fified by the Law of Moles. 

W. Rom.3 IWe are juſtified freely by his grace,through 
=. 25 the redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt : Whom 
God hath fet forth to be a propitiation through 
faith im his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
for remiſſion of ſins thay are paſt. 

Many other places of this nature you may 
turn toat your leifure. As, 1/4.33.24.74at. 
12.31, James 5-15. Pſal. 130. 4. Dan.g.g. 
Exod. 34.7. Luke 1.77. Luke 24.47. Mat. 
26.28. Fohn 20.23.Rom.4.25.Rom.5.16,18. 
Rom. 8. 33. | 

And if you think your fins greater than 
ordinary, yet be not fo weak, as to count 
that any bar or impediment to ſaving grace. 

| E To 
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To Omnipotency there is nothing great, | 
nothing difficult ; to infinite Love nothing 
is troubleſome,. or can be a hinderance. | 
God, who commands us to forgive ::11 ſe- y 
—_ times ſeven,can as eaſily forgiveathou- [| 
ſand talents as a hundred pence. What is our ' | 
Bucket ts his Ocean ? If you give your { 
hope and. your ſoul for loſt, yet Hecame to Luke 19. | |; 
ſeck and to fave that which 5s loſt. He delight- 10. [14 
} cedtocurethe more deſperate diſeaſes, when | 

he was upon nk And he uſually healed '-Þ 
body and ſoul together, and told them, \ 
thar their ſins were forgiven them, as W | | | 
as thatthey ſhould arſe and watk. Man 
of thoſe ſinners that Chriſt ſhewed mercy 
to, were moſt infamous, and, to mens 
ſeeming, as unlikely to have been ſaved, 
as any of that generation. What think Fl 
you of Mary Magdalene, out of whom our I” 
Saviour caft ſeven devils? And of that wo- Luke 2. & 
man that waſhed his feet with her tears?'Who, . 
though a notorious known ſinner ( an bar- _, 29 
lot ) yet had all her ſins forgiven her, and gc. * | 
our Saviour largely defending and explain- | 
ing the freeneſs of his grace ro her ? What 
of the woman taken in adultery, whom our 
Saviour did not condemn, but, with charge 
. to ſin no more,diſmiſled her in peace ? What John 8 
think you of the Apoſtle himſelf, who thus | 
ſpeaks ? For we our ſelves were ſometime fooliſh Tiras z, 3. 
and diſobedient, decerved, {og divers luſts 4, 5, 7» 
and pleaſures,living in malice anaenvy,hateful 

. þ K 3 and 
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and litting one another. But. after that the | 
kindneſs and love of God our Savichr toward | 
man appeared; not by works of righteouſaeſs, | 
which we bave done,but according to his mercy 
be ſaved ws. That being juſtified by his grace, | 

we ſhould ve made heirs according tothe hope of 
x Pet. 4-3. eternal ife, What of Peter, and the con- 
verted. Jews, who had walked in laſciviouſ- 
neſs lujts, exceſs of wine, revellings, ban- 
quettings, and abominable idolatries; and in 
x Pea. 1.3, the former luſt s in their ignorance ;yet of tuch 
4 &c ſinners heſayes, Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of oxr Lord Feſns Chriſt, who,according 
to his abnndant mercy,hath begotten us again 
to a lively hope, by the reſurrefiun of Chriſt 
from the dead. It were endleſs to heap up 
all- examples in this kind. You ſhall do 
x well.to ſee what the Colloſſians were, when 
Col. 3. 5, they l:ved and walkedin fornication,unclean- 
Bs 8.9, ef coverouſneſs, &c. The Corinthians, 
20,11 Who were Fornicators, Idolaters, Sodomites, - 
| Th:eves, Drunkards, &c. yet now ate waſh- 
ea, [anitified, juſtified in the name of the Lord 
Feſms, and by the Spirit of our God. And 
_ was it for theirſakes'only, that God ſhew- 
ed mercy to them? No : But allo to en- 
courage us, When heavy laden with fin, to 
Expect the like. For ſo the Apoſtle, more 
Pah.2. 1 than once, doth affure- us. As when he 
2,3, 4, 5, {peaks of the Epheſians, and himſelf, and 
&c, all believers, that in times paſt they were 
over-ruled by the Devil, and the voy 

ang *» 
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and their own luſts, fulfiling the deſires of þ 
the jieſh, and of tbe mind : But God, who 15 
rich in mercy. for his great love, wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in ſins,hath 
quickned us together with Chriſt (by grace ye 
are ſaved) and hath raiſed us up together,and 
made us ſit together in heavenly places,in Chriſt 
Zeſus: That in the ages to come »2 m:ght ſh:w 
the exceeding 1:iChes of his gract, 1 ms kind- 

neſs towards 5 through Je us Chr:it. To the 
© {fame purpo;e is char other exceilent patſage * 
i of bis; This is 4 farchful jaying, and worthy - 
" ff of 4 accepration, that Chriſt Teſus came into ,, 1G, 
" I the world to ſave ſinners, whereof I am chief, * 
' BB Howbert, for this cauſe 1 obtained mercy, that 
| in me firſt, Feſ1s Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
| long-ſuffering, for a pattern to them which 
| i ſhould hereafter believe on him to life everlaſt- 
| = 0. 
' 8 To conclude this, I ſhall only add the Mr. Love 
| obſervation of a bleſſed Author, _ 17 the his Zealous 
| Genealogie of Chriſt there are but four women Chriftiane 
mentioned,and they are all branded with a mark, | 
of infamy in Scripture-ſtory. The firlt 1s Tha- 
mar, at.1.3. ſhe was inceſt uous, for ſhe lay 
with her father-in-law,Gen.38.38. 2. Ra- 
hab an Harlor, Heb.1 1.31. 3. Ruth, who 
came of Moab the ſon of Levi,by inceſt with his 
own daughter; Gen.19.37. . 4. Bathſheba, 
and ſhe was guilty of Adultery. Why 1s ail 
this, but to ſhew that free grace 1s no re- 
ſpecter of perſons, except it be to have 
KS. mot. 
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moſt tender regard to the moſt miſerable 
object, and to pardon thoſe moſt readily, 
who ſee themielves moſt guilty;and to waſh | 
them as white as inow, whole ſins were of | 


a ſcarlet dye. And for your further in- | 


creaſe of faich, I would adviſe you, if yon 
can conveniently have it, 1 Gods own 
way, that yors would, with all humility, 
and earneſt deſires of favour with. God, 


Job 6. $3»go to the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
64355955» per, the Communion of the Body and Blood of 


Chrift, where you may lee Chriſt cracified | 
for you, and may receive ſuch ſymbols and 
pledges of his good-will towards you, as 
will be ſo many Scals to his Promiſes ; and: 
there you ſhall find his fleſh to be meat in- 
deed, and bis blood drink indeed. He is the 
living bread, which ſhall /#rengthen your 
heart, and his love is ſtronger than wie, 
and ſhall make glad your heart. I doubt,that 
the ſeldome or careleſs uſe of this bleſſed ordi- 
nance is onegreat cauſe why ſo manyChriſtians 
are of weak faith. And if, with other en- 
deavours and inquiries for comfort, this were 
more frequently and rightly uſed,we ſhould find 


their ſtrangeneſs fromGod (which is the chief 


cauſe of their fears) to ceaſe ; and delight in 
him, and love to him,and conſequently, peace 
of conſcience to increaſe,by this nearer converſe 
ana communion with him. Mary Magdalene, 
as they ſay, being near her end, came and re- 
cexved the Body and Bloodof our Lord in the 

| | place 


place of their Chriſtian aſſembly, and there 
comfortably exſpired before the Table of the 
Lord. | 

Alfo peruſe Davids P/alms, and, as you 
eaſily may, take notice of thoſe eſpecially, 
that contain complaints of Sin, Fear, Cala- 
mities, and alſo praiſes to God for hear- 
ing and delivering, and promiſes of the 
like mercy of God to all his people in their 
ſeveral exigences. | 


_ And, Sing theſe Pſalms leiſurely- and. 


s conſiderately alone by your ſelf. Pou 


will find the voice fo quicken your medi- 
tation upon the matfer, the matfer to af- 
fect your heart, and the bleſſing of God 
to attend his own o2dinance, who hath 
commanded us fo admoniſh our ſelves 
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(4) in Pſalms, and Yymns, and ſpi-() Eph: 
ritual Songs. Beſides, Jf is moſt np- 5 75 


queſtionably pleaſant fo thoſe good An- 
gels, who are miniſtring Spirits to at- 
tend you foz good, 

| But if you are not fatisfied, by Promi- 
tes, Sacraments, Pfalms, &c. then look 
beyond all theſe, to the Goodneſs of God, 
which is infinite. His goodneſs is the 
fountain of the Promiies, and therefore zr 
25,that the ſtreams makegladthe people of God. 
Now it is an acceptable work of Faith, if 
we cannot fee aPromile ſpeaking directly 
to us, orare not able to apply them ; yet 
even then to caſt our ſelves upon infinite 


good- 


Pſal 
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Iſa. $0.10. go0dneſs, to truſt in the name of the Lord, 
*9-I0» and toſtay onr ſelves upon our God, For his 


| _ .as well] ceaſe to be, as to be faithful and 
Iz. $7.1 9.compalſionate, in dwelling with the contrite 


Goodnefs contains more in it, than Pro- 
mifes do expreſs. Ir neyer entred into 
the tongues of Men or Angels, fully to 
exprels the hezghth, and depth, and length, | 
and breadth thereof. Let this, therefore, 
keep you in a dutiful and. quiet expecation 
of comfort, that there is mercy with God, 
an inexhauſtible treaſure of mercy, riches 
of grace; an overflowing fulneſs, which can 


mm , ca A 23. & 05 


and humble heart, to revive the hearts of the 
bumble,and to revive the ſpirits of the contrite 
ONCSe: | | 


[EET 


CHAP. XIII. 


Trufting .in the Lord for deliverance, The Fl 
duty of women with child. | 


5 hp truſting in God exclude not the Nl - 


uſe of means, and Gods providence 0- 


ver us doth not diſcharge us from proviſion - 
for our ſelves, and preventing what we 
can .of the danger and hurt of any ap-. 
proaching evil; yetit ſurely excludes our 
rruſt in any thing befides him. And there- 
fore, whatever eſtate, friends, helps, 
ſtrength, you-have ; yet truſt not to theſe. 
For God only brings tothe birth, and gives 


ſtrength 
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rength to bring forth. Rachel's Midwife 
W could bid her be of good comfort,. but ſhe 
could not give her the comfort of a happy 
deliverance. Miſerable comforters are Mid- 
g wives, Neighbours, and Kindred, if God 
withhold the fruit of the womb. And ifhe 
ſpeak the word ( after others have tor-' 
mented the labouring woman, and tyred 
themlelves with fruitleſs endeavours, and 
at laſt given over any. hopes of ſucceſs) þ-: :.: 
ſay, if he {peak the word, ſhe thall 'faon 
be delivered ; for, He ſhurteth and none 'can 
open, he openeth and none can ſhut ; he letteth | 
and none can work, he worketh and none can 
let. He can ler out the impriſoned infant, 
raiſe up the fainting mother ; bring irength - 
out of' weakneſs, and life out of death. 
Wherefore, furniſhing your ſelf with fuch 
promiſes as he hath made to his people in 
all their extremitries, ſtrengthen your faith, 
hope in the Lord, and quietly wait for his 


ſalvation. 


Among the many promiſes of this kind, 
I ſhall mention a few which are obvious, 
and leave you to obſerve the reft in your 
own private reading. 


His anger endureth but a moment : In his Pf. 30. s. 
favour is life:MWeeping may endure for a night 

but joy cometh in'the morning. 4 
For I will not contend for ever neither will I Ia: 57.16. », 


be FE 
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be alwayes wroth > For the ſpirit ſhould fa 
Plal. 103+ before me, and the ſouls which I have mad, 
I 5: ' Like as a father pitieth his chjldren, ſo thy 
Lord pitieth them that fear him : For he know. 


eth our frame, he remembreth that we are but 


duſt. | 

Iſa. 27-9% By thigtherefore ſhall the iniquity of Facoh 
be purged, and this 15 all the fruit to take away 
bis fin. | 


x Cor.1t. When we are judged,ws are chaſtened of the| 


32» Lord,that we ſhould not be condemned with the 
world. 

2 Cor: 4. For our light affliftion, which ts but for a 

17 moment,worketh for us a far more exceeding 


and eternal weight of glory. 


Job 15.8, He maketh ſore, and he bindeth up : He 


woundeth, and his hands make whole . 


Ver.19. He ſhall deliver thee in ſix troubles,yea in 


feven there ſhall no evil touch thee. 

Pſ. 33. 18. Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
fear him,upon them that hope in ns mercy :To 
deliver their ſoul from death,and to keep them 
alive in famine. 

Pf. 33.17. The righteous cry,and the Lord heareth them, 
and delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

Pl. 46.1. Gedisour refuge and flrength, a very pre- 

ſent help in trouble. | 
Ila-41.10. Fear thou not, for I am with thee,be not 
as/mayed, for I am thy God ; I will ſtrengthen 
thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold 
| thee with the right hand of my righteonl- 
ac: 51." | 
y | Foxy 
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have mercy upon his afflifted. But Zion ſaid, 
The Lord hath forſaken me, and my God hath 
forgotten me. Can a woman forget her ſ- ck: 
ing child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion 
on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget, 
bf yer will nor 1 forger thee. Behold, I have 
ay _— thee upon the palms of my hands, 
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For God hath comforted his people, and will Waqg.14 


a] Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, there- Pal. gt. 
fore will 7 deliver him. I will. ſet him on high, 14, 15. 


becauſe he hath known my name. He ſhall call 


a i upor me, and I will anſwer him. 


ol Thou wilt keep him in perfett peace, whoſe I. 26. 


mind is ſtayed oft thee, becauſe he truſttth 


Caſt thy burthen upon the Lord, and he ſhall Pf, 55. 22. 


; i [uf arn thee. 


Truly,my ſoul wasteth upon God : From him P62. 15, 


If cometh my ſalvation. 
| My ſoul, wait thouonly upon God : For my 
if <xpeltation 1s from him. 

With many other like places. Now 
what can we expect for higher aſſurance, 
than ſuch re-iterated promiſes of that God, 
with whom ze 25s :mpoſſible tro lie. David, 
therefore, who was (more than ordinary ) 
experienced in variety of afflictions, . and 
the comforting power of the Word under 
them, tells us, 7 had fainted, unleſs 1 had 
believed, to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the 
land of the living. And thus plead wich 
God, 


- 


2 Mr. Balls 
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God, Remember thy Word unto thy ſervant, 
upon which thou haſt cauſed me to bope. And 
again, This is my comfort in mine affiition, for | 
thy word bath quickned me. 

Let me here crave leave to tranſcribe a | 
few ſweet paſſages out of an excellent Au-| 
thor, than whom none hath written more 
judictouſly,piouſly,and plainly,in our Eng- 
liſh tongue. 

(4) The godly are allowed to live by 


Treat. ofFaith in times of affliction, when calami- 


Fairh. 
part 2. C. 
7. P- 318 
2x Tim. 4.8. 
Rom. 8, 


ties of all forts compaſs them about. For, 
Goalinefs hath the promiſe of this life,and that 
which is to come. God hath promiled, that 
all things ſhall worktogether for good, to them 
that love him, and that he will not ſuffer us to 


'be tempted above what we are able. And 1tis 


our duty to believe God, that it ſhall be 
even as he hath ro!d us. The godly have 
had this confidence in former times, whoſe 
practice is both a token of our priviledge, || 
and a pattern of our duty. What time I am 
afraid, I will trujt in thee, Though I walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, | 
will fear no evil. For thou art with me ; thy 


rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me.God is here- 


by much glorified, that we rely upon him | 


Pla. 68. 3. 


& 9.9, 
8& 10. Is, 


as our rock of defence, all-ſufficient Saviour, 
and fureſt friend, in time of diſtreſs. It 
being, one of his moſt royal titles, to be. s 


refuge for the oppreſſed,.a help to the poor, 
ſtrength to the needy, &c. And therefore will 


the 
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" "op. | 
the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto Th. 25, 4, 
you ; and therefore will be exalted, that he & 30. 18. 
may have mercy upon you. i 

Confidence in God doth the more bind 
and oblige him, as it were, to do us good: 
P/al. 37 40. Ifafriend rely upon our faith- 
ful prom:'©, we take our ſelves bound, not 
to iruſtraie his expeCtation at a dead lifr. 
The Lord will never leave the foul deſti- 
cut? which truſts tz him. The faithful 
h:iv2 promiled themſelves help, becauſe 
they ruſted in the Lord, P/al. 57. 1. Ge 
14?.8,9., And to: hope in God, and to 
have God for our help, are linked together 
in Scripture. Happy is he that hath the God Pl. 146. 5. 
of Zacob for his help,whoſe hope ts in the Lord 
his God. After ſerious hamiliation of the , 
foul, Faith brings ridings, thar God will 
look down from Heaven in mercy, and 


bring help in fitteſt ſeaſon. If their uncir- , to 4 


22, 31,32" 


| cumciſed hearts be humbled, and they arcept of © © 


the puniſhment of their inquity,then will | re- 
member my covenant with Facob, &c. |When Tj. 1 
fall Tſhall riſe,when I fit in darkneſs the Lord g ,, 
ſhall be a light unto me. = 

This dependance on the Promitfes, which 
Faith worketh, is ablojute, without limi- 
tation of time, meaſure of- affliction, or 
manner of deliverance. All theſe it refer- 
reth to the good pleaſure of his Will, and 
repoleth ir ſelf fecurely on his faithful 
Word and Providence. Fear rides poſt to 
Out» 


To 
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out-run Danger, and Folly would ſoon 
diſpatch our mourning part, to be in the 
houte of laughter : Burt he*thar believeth, 
maketh nor haſte; knowing that God's 
truth never faileth. His wiſdom chuſeth the 
fitteſt means and ſeaſon, and his Compaſſh- 
on is readieſt, when, to ſenſe and reaſon, 
it is furtheſt off. Thus he. 

But ſeeing theſe Promiſes forementipned 
are general, and you would willingly ſee 
( perhaps ) ſomething more expreſly fit- 
ted to your own condition ; therefore [ 
ſhall ſubjoyn a few other Scriptures, which 
may abundantly fatisfie in this caſe. 

Ila 45.33 Hearken unto me, O houſe of Facob, and all 

; the remnant of the houſe of Iſrael, which are 

» bornby me fromthe belly, which are carried 
from the momb . And even to your old age I am 
he,and even to hoary hairs will I carryyou,and | 
will deliver you. 

Luke 1  Fearnot Zacharias,for thy prayer is heard, 
13, 14. and thy wife Elizabeth ſhall bear thee a ſon, 
and thon ſhalt have joy and gladneſs,and many 
'_ ſhall rejoyce at his birth, 
_ t6.' A woman, when ſhe is in travel, hath ſcr- 
p row, becauſe her hour is come; but as ſoon as 
ſhe #s delivered of a child, ſhe remembreth no 
more the anguiſh,for joy that a man is born in- 

#0 the world. 

Heb. It. Through faith in him that promiſed, Sarah 
"TO - ; 

received ſtrength toconcerve and to bring forth, 
Notwithſt anding ſhe ſhall be ſaved in chila- 
bear mgy 
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- bearing,if they continue inthe faith, and cha- | 
rity, and holineſs, with ſobreety. This laſt 1 Tim 2. 
h, 8 place is moſt full and remarkable :' Fer. che 15: 
I's Apoſtle had faid immediately before, that 
1e | the woman was firſt in the tranſgreſſion. Now 
i-B this tranſgrefſion deſervedall milery, pain, 
n, f and rorment, both here and hereafter, 
wichout any hope of end or deliverance : 
d | Bur ſee the goodneſs and mercy of our 
: || God ! Saith he,zorwithſtanding ber fin,God. 
t- & will fave her ; notwithſtanding thecurſe,God 
[ & will bleſs her. For the carle that came 
h & upon women at firſt, is wonderfully mo- 
derated, and the vigour thereof abated, 
1 | even from: the firſt denunciation thereof. 
Though God had newly curſed the earth, 
yet he bad reſpeft to Abel and his offering. 
Though he curſed man, yet it is not an on- 
ly cure, but a command, and is a bleſſing 
_ anriext, [zz the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat 
) | thy bread, Here is indeed 4 curſe, that 
their labour ſhould be wearifome ; bur a 
command, that they ſhould labour 3 and 4 
promiſe, that in ſo doing, they ſhould have 
bread to eat. So, 1 ſay, isthe curſe upon 
women, 7 will greatly multiply thy ſorrow 
and thy conception : 1n ſorrow ſhalt thou bring 
forth. This ſorrow and pain is the Curſe ; 
bart it is preſently ſweetned with a promiſe 
of bringing forth. So that, notwithſtand- 
ing the danger of chis Curſe, Eve was 
(through Mercy ) the Mother of ow 
L ahy- 
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Children; and notwithſtanding you all in- 
herirthe4anie cxrſe,: yet you are capable of 


the {ame bleſſing. And, tina word, if you 
continue in Faith,' Charity, Holineſs, and 
Sebriety, you ſhall find, that though you 
are 4' datighter of Eve, yet you ſhall be ſa- 
perth hee TS 


| («)B. 2, - To which putpoſe, a Reverend Author 


Coat. 
lib. I Oo 
186, 


* (4) hath theſe words. | | 
?- © this advantage, that they occafion God 


© Aﬀflictions have 


© co ſhew that mercy to us, whereof the 
© proſperous ate uticapable. It would not 


. ©beleem a Mother to be ſo indulgent to a 


© hexlihful Child, as to a fick. Ir was to' 
© Maiaob's wife that the Angel appeared, } 
©nor to her husband—-for that the birch 


© of the child wonld'coſt her moredear than 


© her husband. ——As Satan layes his bartte- 
"ries ever to the weakeſt; fo, contrarily, | 
© God addrefleth his. comforts to thoſe. 

© hearts, that have moſt need; As at the 
© firſt, becauſe Eve had moſt reaſon*to be 
© dejeted, for that her ſin had drawn Man' 
<into the tranſpreſſion, therefore the Cor- 
*gial of God moft reſpeerh her ; The | 
feed of rhe woman fhall: break the Ser- 
© pents head, Thus far be. And ſurely we. 
cannor imapine any higher reaſon, why God 
tiffered*rhe firſt ſin to be, and ro bfing fo. 
ninch fin and miſery upon us ; but thar, the, 
ore mifferible we-are, the” mote would 
the glory of his grace appear, in POey, 

- F | 


” 
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 Whar ſhould 


Is Poe, £0 
E 


and ſaving us in the ſecond Adam." And 


why would God have ſuffered ſin to bring 


ſuch pain and danger upon women in tra- 
vel, bat rwas his will, that there ſhould :ever 


be, while the world ſtands; that moſt eminent” 


obje(t and inſtance of his delivering power,For 
thus it hath pleaſed our Supreme Ruler and 
Creator, that his ſervants ſhould be 
brought low, that he may then help them. 
Of this we have plentiful experiments in 
his providences towards men and women. 

And if you would be armed apainſt defpon-: 


| Qency, and have your truſt and hope in 


God' confirmed, you muſt make grear rec-: 
koning of thoſe happy. experiences of Gods 
ſeaſonable help, which he hath ar any time 


vouchſafed ro you or others. If ſo be that.1 


youhave taſted,that the Lord is gracions,that 
hehath heard your voice and your ſupplication, 
| bliider you fromexpecting the 
lame mercy from him, when you are in: 
the like need, if- he ſee it to be for your: 
=_ Yoa cannot. but know, that many : 
iofal, weak, helpleſs women, have been 
delivered: even without means, have been 
raiſed up from the gates of death, been ſatis-: 
fied with long life,and have ſeen their childrens 


things, cx 
indus s of the :Lord. 
rpey 


Tribalation worketh patience, and patience Rom. 5 PE 


txptrience, and experience hopz. If we have, 
| 2 learned 


wy 


thilaren. Whoſe is wiſe and will obſerve theſe pi, 107, 
5, even:they ſhall underſtand the loving > 
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learned patience under former tribulations; 
and had experience of Gods remembring 
mercy tn judgment, this ſhould produce 
hope in usof the like help from him for the 
- future. | 
lh. What other thing made the Apoſtle in 
ch. 18. great afflictions to ſtay himſelf upon God, 
| trear. 44 and caſt his care on him, but this experi- 
p. 518. enceandlong proof he had of Gods tender 
2COr.1-10 care over him. IVho delivered us from ſo | 
EPS... aacath, and doth deliver us,in whom we 
17,18. £77#ſt that bewill yet deliver us. And again,[ 
was delivered out of the mouth of the Lyon,and 
the Lord jhall deliver me fromevery evil work, 
and will preſerve meto his heavenly Kingdom. 

2 Sam. 17. Yea, long before him, we find David 

3.37 thus reaſoning, The Lord, that delivered me 

out of the paw of the Lyon and the paw of the 

Bear, will deliver me out of the hand of this 

Pſal.63.7. Philsſtzne. And again, Becauſe thou haſt been 
my help, therefore in the ſhadow of thy wings 

: will I rejoyce. 

Plal. 22. Our Fathers truſted in thee,they truſted and 

Þ5* thou didſt diliver them: They cried unto thee 

and were delivered they truſt ed in thee & were 

op not confounded. Many ſuch excellent pal- 

oy : — {ages ro this parpoſe you may obſerve in o- 

8, 9. 10, fer places, eſpecially in the Pialms, as you 

11,12. may ſee in the places quoted in the margin. 

Pial. 3r.' And ?tis obſervable, that David makes his 


| 7» © 1. gwn experiences a ground for others eon- 


223524 dence. As doth allo the Apollle, whe 
| C7 
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he quotes that promiſe made to Foſhuah, The like 
| and applies it to every believer, He harh Pallages 4 
ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee." _ 54 
So that we may boldly ſay, The Lo dis myhelp- =— , 
er. And fo St. James; Becauſe Elias Joſh. 1. 5. 
| (who was a man ſubject 70 like paſſions as Heb. 13 5, 
we are, ) was heard for rain, and again for ®: 
dry weather ; therefore all Chriſtians may 
| expect much benefit intheir ſickneſs, from 
\ | the prayers of the faithful. | 
Wherefore ſeeing Eve, thefirſt Author 
" | of your infirmities, and. Sarah, Rebeccah, 
| Hannah, Ruth, and all others recorded in 
Scripture, were women of /ike paſſions and 
IB infirmities with you;and many of your neigh- 
| bours, who are as: great, (if nor' greater) 
ſinners than your ſelf, have this uſual bene- 
fit of Gods delivering power and mercy, 
therefore you may undoubtedly conclude, 
and boldly ſay,The Lord is my helper. bp 
Confideralſo that God, who is over all, | 
:n all, and throuph all, extends his care 
herein to all his creatures. There is nothing 
ſo difficult but 'rjs under his power, nothing jo 
ſmall but "tis under his care. His providence 
watcheth -over the Fowls of the air, and 
the Beaſts of the field, in-producing their 
young. And there is 70 more clearer argu” «© 
. ment,that there is a providence of God over all | 
the world, than the conſervation of the Species 
and kinds of all creatures in 4 continual ſuc- 
ceſion, Iniomuch that we find a ſpecial 
HY L 3 Cx- 
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Deut. 
B,7. 


22. 


expreſs law in the behalf: of Birds in the 
time of their incubation; that; while the 
Dam was ſitting upon her eggs Or young ones, 
ſhe muſt i be + aan _ free ; and this 
with a ſeverecharge, and promiſeof much 
good upon the obſervation -of it. And 
wherefore is ſuch mention made. of the 


Job32-31>Oft rich by the Lord:himſelf, which leaverth 


4-1 5,16» 
A , 


her eggs in the earth, and takes no farther 
care of them, contrary. to the nature of all 
other Birds, bur expoſes them in the warm 
ſand to the benefit. of the Sun to harich 
them; Iay, Why is this mentioned, bur 
to intimate the power and' care of God, 
who delivers their: eggs and young ones 
from being cruſhed, and cauſes tho{e Birds 
MNill co increaſe and: multiply. - Again, we 
find that Gog hath a care of the Beaſts, in 
this condition, Therefore he promiſed 
the ſraclites, that' among their cattel none 


_ 23* ſhould be barren or caſt their young. And 


though ( ſometimes ) che woice of the Lord 
maketh the Hinds to calve ;, that-is, Terri- 
ble claps of thunder cauſe ſome beaſts to 
caſt their young: ſooner - than ordinary 3 


- Yet his providence doth generally watch 0- 


Job 39. x, 
2, Zo ; : 


Gen. LE 


38. & 330 
TF'3e .L 


\£: 
pe | 


ver every beaſt of theforreſt, to cauſe them 
to bring forth their fruit in ſeaſon, and ro 
caſt out their ſorrows ; even the wild goats of 
the rock, partake of this benefit from . him: 
And men alſo are generally careful of beaſts 
iu this condition, : as Facobtook Ipecial any 
th RE ft 4-1 FRY REL - 
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their young ; and in driving his own cat- 
tle, when he met his Brother Eſau, he 
was mindful to go ſuch'a pace, as mighr 
not hurt any creature with young. David, 
when a ſhepheard, expreſſes that Calling 
oy following the Ewes great with young. Im- 
plying, that his care.of them, was. double 
to what he had of the reſt of his flock. 
 Henceit is, that, when God would ſet 
forth to us the mild and gracious conduct 
of the Captain of qur ſalvation Jeſus Chriſt, 
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of Labans cattle, that they did not . caſt 


4 


'tis thus expreſſed, He ſball feed hjs flock like Tf. 40.11. 


* - 


a ſhepheard, he ſhall gather the Lambs with his 
arms, and carry them in his boſom, Ms 
gently lead cheſt thas are with young. That 
is, ſhall uſe like tenderneſs and indulgence 
to the weak and infirm, as all ſober men do 
to creatures that are with young. Now, 


Isa good man merciful to bis beaſt, and is nor- 


- 


our good God merciful to his.children in 
thar Condition ? Doth God take care for 
fouls, fiſhes, and begſts, evenevery. beaſt 
of the: orreſt ; and doth he nor much more 
take care of you, O ye of little faith? Hath 


"S | 
7 


he not implanted in all men a moſt tender . 


regard to teeming women ? Whence came 
elſe that law of the Areopagites, ( whoſe 
famous laws were , patterns to many nati- 


» ” F 


ons )) the like whereof, (or, at leaſt 


Llian.vary 


the like cuſtom ) we have in Erglan 2 hiſt. lib. g« 
that, Be 4 Woman never ſo flagitions,a nd Ky, (miht) 
2 | L "S ; 


+ wortny 404 
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worthy to live 3, yet if ſhe be with child, that 
ſhall priviledg ber from/the ſtroak of death,till 
the be delivered and gotten to ſome ſtrength. | 
lay, the Father of m_— doth infule. rhis 
compaſſion into the minds of all men ; and 
nor only ſo, but hath given a moſt {eyere 
Exod. 21, Law, 'for the ſharp puniſhment of all men, | 
22,23,24+ that ſhall accidentally hurt a woman with 
child; that they ſhall give life for life,and limb 
for limb; or whatever puniſhment the bushand 
ſhall think fir, 5th an 

. Now what greater evidence would you 
| bave,” of the merciful regard of our God 
and Saviour, than 'the- particulars I have 
. here propoſed ? So that it mult needs be a 
thing ,unreaſonable in you, and difplea- 

ſing ro him, not to'trult in his name, and 
| tocalf all your cares, fears, and'burthens 
___ 77 OS 
An Example of the loving-kindneſfs of 
our God to parents in this condition appears 
in what have been certainly informed of, 
by a perſon of honour, who out of affecti- 
on to Mr. Dod, for his eminency in the 
Church, went to vifit him, and had this 
from hisown mouth. ' That Mr. Dod's wiſe 
being long in travel with one of her chil- 
dren, the proviſion ſhe had made againſt 
that time wasall ſpent and ſhe not yer de- 
livered, at which *Mrs. Dod was troubled, 
and her hosband alſo, whereupon he' went 
into his Study, ſpent much time in _ 

| | an 
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and after prayer found abundance of quiet 
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in his mind, and a total freedom from any 
further care about it 3 and ſtepping out rq 
walk in the fields, he meets two men car- 
rying a great Flasket,who were ſent to him 
with plenty of meat,bread and wine, from 


| a Knight nat far off, who expected. the 


" F - EN: wat vy > 
% ; a $** 2 7 

= LY 
. a 

% -- 


King thatday in his Hunting, to dine with * 


him, and being diſappointed, ſentthis ſup- 
ply to Mr. Dod, to their great comfort. 
From all this.I would inferr, that 'ris ut- 
terly a fault among Chriſtians wha depend 


upon a fb God ro he of lictle faith. Who Pal. 107. 


ſo is wiſe will obſerve theſe things, even th 


ey 43 
ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſiof the EE | 


That is, *Tis our wiſdom fo to conſider, 
and make obſervations on the gracious Pro- 


 yvidences of God to others ; as to draw con- 


cluſions of hope and truſt in his Loving- 
kindneſs to. us, when we are in the ſame, 
or greater neceſſities of what kind ſoever. 
_ Toall which, let me add the confidera- 
tion of his All-jufficiency to help you in thar 
condition; and this you will find, if well 
conſidered, to be the ſureſft ſupport 70u can 
fix your thoughts upon. ._ 

All creatures, by the .inſtint of nature, 


and providential gubernatioo, are appro” | 


henſive of approaching dangers, and ule the 
beſt means. they can to ſecure themſelves. 
Theſubtile Foxes have holes,the fooliſh Deer 
their thickets, and the conzes, though « ſxwple 


folk, 
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folk, yet make they their holes in ſuch rocks and 
precipices, from whence no hand can pluck 
them. The wary Bird, eſpying the gun 
or inare of the Fowler, moynts aloft, and 
is ſafe from danger. Wherefore, when 
yon grow bigger and bigger,and your heart 
grows big with fearful expectations of your 
approaching danger, ſhquld you not pray, 
that God would lead you to the rock that is 
higher than you 5 which Rock is Chriſt ? 
Should you not look upwards, and aſcend 
upwards daily in your thoughts ,that ſo you 
may get above the hurt an peril of any af- 
fiction, yea, of death'ir felf ? Do you not 
oblerve, that among creatures, thoſe are 
moſt aCtive and powerful, thatare furtheft 
elevated' and removed from grols matter ? 
You therefore extract, diſti], &c. that you 
may have the quinteflence and vertue of 
any herb more compendioufly and effeCctu. 
ally nſeful in your time of yeed. Youſee 
alſo, the water is more active than the dull 
earth, the air than the water, the fire than 
either of thethree;and Angels excel (men, 
and all elements, and all .creatures ) in 
fArength ; and God doth yet further exceed 
them than they doa worm. Therefore :s 
whom ſhould you go but to him, who only bath 
the power of life and death? 
'" It is both commendable and common in re- 
ting ſinners, to count themſelves with 
Apoſtle, chief ſinners (becauſe of fome 
CE WY pee 
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peculiar ' circumſtances they eſpyin their 
own fins, which they have caule to think 
are not common to be found in the ſins of 
others.) But is morecommon than commenaa- 
ble:in afflicted perſons, to aggravate their 
ſorrows, tikethole in the Prophet, Behold 
and ſee ! Ts it nothing to yon, all ye that paſs 
by? Is there any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow * 
&c.So perhaps you think, There 1s none {9 
like totniſcarry aud periſh, none ever more 
unlikely tolive than you. ' This1s, doubt- 
le{s'your folly. 

' Bar be your infirmities, dangers, and 
fad apprehenſions that you ſhall aot be de- 
livered of this child, ſo grear, that you 
think none was ever under the like difhcul: 
ties that did well: Yet [ ſhall cel] you, that 
law once a .child of that ſtrange ſhaps 
( which for: fear of - inconvenience 1 wall 
| not deſcribe ) that one would have thought 
it_ utterly: impoſſible it could be brought a- 
liveinto the world, without more than the 
death of the mother, .Yet when I askther 
whether there wzs not more than. ordinary. 
pain and difficulty in its birth, ſhe told me, 
No, but that ſhe was delivered with as 
much eaſe of this as of her former ckilaren, 
and that alſo the ſame_day ſhe was wich 
like eaſe delivered of; another child well 
ſhap*'d and proportion'd. , The monſtrous 
child lived but two dayes. The other liv- 
ed many dayes;and When Iſaw the mother 
Feet | FLY e 
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to live. The mother was the wife of one 
Fobn Waterman of Hiskerton Anger near Sa- 
Lsbury;And this deliverance ſhe had OFob. 
26. 1664. I tell you this for your comfort, 


ſignifie with God. | 
For what improbabilities or ſeeming im- 
poſſibilities can you labour under, which 
many others have not been exerciſed with 
and delivered from ? There is no new thing 
Sennerws under the Sun. Unleſs you are reſolved to 
harh ſuch -delieve nothing but your own unbelieving 
| —_ heart;you may hear and know of many,thar 
in the have been,as weak, ſickly, bruiſed, hurrt,dif- 
womb, aseaſed,and ſufficiently afraid ; yet have been 
| feemvery ſafely delivered. But,be it ſo,that your caſe 
-S© fs fingular and worſe than ordinary 3 yet 
how they Cannor you fay with the Apoſtle ; / know, 


could be whom I have truſted,that be is able tokeepthar || 


delivered. which I have committed to him? Believers truſt 
Jer. 17. 5 not in an armof fleſh (that is curſed;) nor do 
their hearts depart from the Living God; but 
they truſt in him,whoſe Name is 4 ſure Refuge, 
whoſe Promiſe is a ſufficient Security, 
whoſe compaſſion is a ſufficient Motive to 
do good, and whole Power ts all{ufficient 

to accompliſh it. 8 
Thani remerkethe that in the Old 


Teſtament God did ofcen exercile his hand- 
maids with many improbabilities, before 
they had any children. As you may ſee in the 
| | Stories 


ſhe and her other child were well and like 


that = may ſee how little theſe difficulties 
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Stories of Sarah, Rebeccah, Rachel, Leah, Han- 
nab, Elizabeth, and others. Now,they conſs- 
dered not their own bodies though dead,that 1s, 
paſt the uſual time of naturefor childbearing, 
but, truſting in. him who is able to create 
that which was not, or to. quicken thar 
which was dead, they continued in the 
Faith, and were the joyful mothers of chil- 
dren.Wehaad,faith the Apoſtle,che ſentence of 
death in our ſelves,that we might learn,not to 
truſt in our ſelves, but in God, which raiſeth 
the dead. As it he had ſaid, The God whom 
we truſt,is able to raiſe us, and will raiſe us 
heteafcer out of our graves;how much eaſi- 
er is itto him to raile us out of our preſent 
danger and affliction. 

Wherefore God himſelf is pleaſed,(to ſa- 
tisfie us once for all) to tell us, that women 
with child cannot be {ſo hard pur to it, but 


' he can deliver them. For when he would 


expreſs his all{ufficient Power, in giving the 
Iſraelites ſuch a deliverance, as they '{carce 
could believe or expect, thus he doth ex- 


preſs it; / will gather them fromthe coaſt s of the Jer, 31. 8 


earth, and with them the blind and the lame,the 
women with child, and her that travelleth with 
child together. That is:though in your return 
from captivity ſo long a journey to Feruſalem, 
you may think of many impoſſibilitics, as, 
We being poor and helpleſs,how 1s it poſſible bur 


that teeming & labouring wornen, mujt miſcar- 


ry and periſh by the way? Oh, faith God, I can 
i fireongthen 
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| ftrengthen them, 'give them 'a ſpeedy and 
eafie delivery, and make them ever in that 
candrrion-( withour long. ſtay and lots: of 
time) able to go forward, tillthey come || h 
, into their own Land. | Þ 
Zechar. 8. + So then, I ſay ; If your apprehenſions of || /; 
6. .danper in,your travel, do any way diſcon- | tl 
bk 5- 7: rage your faith, yer let Gods allſufficiency put, | « 
”* 153 life into ir. If ro be delivered be marvellows | w 
in. your eyes, ,yet it is not marvellous in mine || d 
. - -» eyes, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. | 
D. Prefton Bur though we all acknowleds this in the. || c 
Eo — _ notion, yet how few are there whole hearts || 
o -— are poſleſſed wirh rhe power of this truth. || o' 
p-- As it is one thing to hear a thing inthe no- 
tion,as for a,man to think what he would do || © 
if he were a Pilor or a Captain; and another || * 
thing, * co have ir in the real managing, as || © 
_ © whenhe is brought ro fight. So itis here: || */ 
<l]ris one thing to tay, I believe God-1s Al- || ©, 
mighry,: and another thing to reſt upon it.: | ©. 
o For nor only the ftubborn Iſraelites did diftruſt || © 
| John :t, Godin the wilderneſs ; and weak women,as. Þ| <1 
2i MAarthaand Haryqueſtioned Chriits power. |< 
6 to. raile Lazarus, becauſe he had been four | *, 
Namb. 11. dayes dead : Bur no leſs a man than 27oſes | ©1 
himſelf. queſtions how God could provide || *! 
for fix haadred thouſand in the wilderneſs... | *, 
Wherefore, ſtrive with.your unbelief,give Þ| * 
to' God the glory of his Power, Wildom, : | ©: 
and Mercy , fix the apprehenlions thereof 
deeply upon your heart,and prayto'the ant] 
| | | cnor 
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thor and Finiſher of Faich, to help your unbe- 
lief. Conclude with the wife of Manaob,afcer 
you have moutned and prayed, with any 
hope of acceptition, Surely, if the Lord had 
meant to deſtroy us,he would noth ve accepted 4. 
ſacrifice at our hands, Labour for the faith of 
thoſe men and women of old, of whom ir is 
written, that by faith out of weakneſs they 
were made ſtrong, and women received their 
dead to life. od . 
| Yetler notthe thoughts of Gods alluffi. 
| ciency paſs withour one improvemerit 
more, which I ſhall give you in the words 
of a ſingular Di vine. 


d 


< If God be A!ſufficient, then learn to be Dr. Preft-- 

on. on the, 
d Jag ; | =P Attributes . 

b comforts are in him,as the effects are in the ygark 10. ;: 


*cauſe.As when Chriſt promiles,thac 1f any 28, 29. 30. 


© content with God alone ; for all deſirable 


f leave houſe,or Brethren, orSiſters,&Cc.for bus 
© ſakg and the Goſpel they ſhall receive an bun- 


* dred fold now im this life, Houſes, Brethren, 


© and S:ters,&c. They ſhall receive the very 
© fame things, that is,they ſhall find the com- 
< fort of all theſe things in God. Therefore 
$ conſider, what heaven 5s.Do you think, that 
* there you ſhall have a worle condition than 
<here;you have a variegated appetite full of 


© multiplicity,youwant many comforts and 


* conveniences; but when you come to Heax 
yen, you do notlay aſide your nature, bur 


* deſire ſtill. And yer there you ſhall have 
*none bat God alone,fo that if all this varie- | 
| Fry. 
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<ty were not to be found in. him, you could 
<not be happy,even in Heaven it ſelf. There- 
© fore he faith, that be will be All in all. 
Wherefore comfort your ſelves with theſe 
words. 


— 


CHAP. XIV: 


Patience in the midſt of their pains, The duty of | 


travelling Women. 


Know very well, that 'tis far more eaſie 
to pteſcribe patience to others, than tg 
exercile ir our {elves. And therefore, if I 


rell women in this condition, that it would ' 


become the m to be leſsclamorous and vocifer- 

os #2 their outcries and ſcrieches ; They will 

{ſoon reply,rhat :f we knew what they endur?d, 
(«) Gen. yy, would not much blame theni. (a)l grant in- 
for. 13.21. deed,that the pains of a womaniin travel are 
ch. 20. 2, alwayes expreſſed in Scripture, as the fitteſt 


ch. 39. 6. comparifon to ſet forth che greateſt pains ima- 


Chi. 4 9-24: 93nable, as rtiay be feen intheplaces queted 
And that 'the ſame wordin: 


MM. 50-43: 7n the margin. 
Ta. 2 . of L * * þ - q o o : 
Hoſ.13.13 the Original ſigniti2s both pains" in travel 
Micah 4. and pangs of death. as critical Annotators do 


9,10. obletve on [/a.26.17.Pfal. 18.4.Pſal. 116,3. 


Ila. 13.8. and that, in Scripiure, the time of travel is. 


"i 


_ '** commonly exprefled by crying out, Ifa:26.7. 


tTheſ. 5.3. Chap.42.14.And therefore I would not have 


Pal. 48.6, arly pions woman to milinterpret mie; as if I 


Kev. 12.2. counted it no lets than ſinful, ro utter their 


com-e 
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tomplaints and outcries in the midſt of 
theirtorments ; but I would think it comp- 
mendable in.any of them, if they would ſo 
arm themſelves with patience before-hand, 
that they might abate ſomewhat of thoſe 
dreadful proans and cties,which do ſo much 
diſcourage their friends and relations, chat 
are near them, and do much amaze the 
hearts.,and weaken the hands of thole ſtand- 
ers by, that they become the leſs helpful to 
them. Burt this is a ſmall matter to what [ 
intend. Give your (elf what liberty and eaſe 
you will, by pouring oat yout groans, fo you 
look to the chief thing,jthat is,that your heart 
be all the while in a believing, praying, 
humble, patient, ſubmiſſive frame. 
 Tohelp your patience herein, you muſt 
know, that my meaning is not, that you 
ſhould read, meditate,or perform any labo- 
rious duty at that time, but what I now 
mention as uſeful .to. you'in that caſe, you 
muſt conſider of before that hour ; and fo 
poſſeſs your mind. with' the grounds and 
principles of patience, that patience may 
then have in you its perfect work. 
To which end,confider, that Sinis the pro- 
| curing Cauſe of all — ; & therefore if 
we underſtoad, felr, conſidered the weight, 
deſert, filth, and future evil of ſin, how 
could we have the face ro complain of any 
| evil batthat, or to make any other outcry, 
but that of the Apoſtle,O wrerched man that / 
M BY” | 
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am,who ſhall deliver me from this body of drath? 
How empharticalare thefe words of the Pro- 
phet,Why ſhould a l:ving man complain,a mait 


for the puniſhment of his imquities ? That is, 


iecing you ate but a creacure, a linful erea- 
rure,'and yet a living creature,puniſhed; not 
deſtroyed, puniſhed for your 9% 7s 
which deſerve far worſe ; why ſhodld you 
complain; ſeeing iristhe Lords mercy you 
are not conſumed ? Suppole a Ship, after a 
long voyages being come into harbou#; 
ſpringsaleak ; the Maſter is ſomiewhat rtou- 
bled at it, and is never quiet till jt be ſtop- 
ped,ſo that it is an evil.to him; yer he com- 
forts himſelf in this, that it did not happen 
to him when he was oiit at Sea 3 that had 


been a great deal worfe, and mighthave 


proved the ruine of then! all ; So there is this 


comfortin all our forrows, that they hap 
pen to us in this life 3 we feel they are tpon 
us,but bleſſed be God they are upon us here 
in this wotld, ſo that by a ſanctified uſe to 
be made of them, they ſhall not be upon us 
in the world ro cothe, | 

 Confider al(o, whoſe hand it is that inflicts 
theſe forrows upon yot. Yout pangs and 
throws, as they were procured by Stn, {0 
they are diſpoſed by the Lord. Fhis made 
Fob {0 patient; The Lord giveth,and the Lord 


raketh away:This made El: ſubthiſfive, whert : 


Samuel told him of the ruine of his family, /t 
the Loraglet him do what ſeemerh him good. 
” Fees 
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Yea, this made David ſo ſtent, was damb, 
and opened not my month, becauſe thou Lord 
didſt it. Sodo you reaſon with your ſelves, 
Shallnot Idrink of che ctip of rrembling,fſeeing 
"ris in the hand of the Lord niy God, whio will 
give me only ſo much as ſhall profic nie,and 
not deſtroy me? Shall I not ſtand under char 
croſs that he hath laid on my ſhouldets, and 
Noop to-that yoke, that he i#zpoſes on my 
neck.Bears and Lions take blows ſro their 
keepers,and ſhall I not bear any thins from 
my keeper and preſerver? Children take bitter 
Phyſick from the Mother, and hard blows 
from a Father; and ſhall not I be in ſubjei- 
6n to the Father of Spirits, and live? I can- 
tior, I muft not contend with my Maker, I 
will therefore hambly bend ro him, leaſt he 
break me, and I wifl tiot make my croſs 
heaviet by impatience, thai! he hath made in 
his providence. | ' 
Eook alſo to the examples of patience; 
which are ſuch as will abundantly ſhame as, 
{f we murmure and repine ar the hand of 
the Lord apon us. _ y 
God hinilelf :s preſſed with our ſons, ai 4 Cart 
55 preſſed that®s ful of ſheaves,yeris ſtill patient 
and long ſuffering to ns-warad, not willing that 
we ſtould die and periſh in our fins, but turn 
Mind ves —..- — . 
\ TheLord Jeſus etidured innumerable ip- 
jaries, un{peakable agonies;and intolerable 
grievances at his death ; yer 4s 4 ſhcepbefors 


the ſhearer,, ſo opened he not his month, he did 
' Fetther ſtrive nor cry, neither was his voice 
beard in the ſtreets. And alas ! what are your 
pains in compariſon of his? The holy Spirir, 
our ſanctifier and comforter is exceedingly 
vexed and grieved at our Jielging to many 
fins and cortuptions ; yet forſakes us not ut- 
terly,but waits all the daylong, knocking at 
the doors of our hearts,and patiently expect- 
ing our reformation. 
The holy Church of God hath been, from 
the firſt planting thereof, continually roſſed 
to and fro, with what tempeſts Satan could 
___ raiſe againſt them. : 
my. vs. They have been continually aſſaulted 
30:3753% ith the wild beaſts of the wilderneſs, ſtung 
with fiery ſerpents,expoſed to wants, hard- 
ſhips, dangers, &c. They have had trials of 
cruel mockings and ſcourgings,of bonds & im- 
arrmanys They wete ſtoned,they were ſawn 
under, were tempted, were ſlain with the 
y nar wandred about in Sheep-skins and 
goat-skjns,being deſtitute,afflited,tormented, 
of whom the world was not worthy, Qc. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories and Martyrologies 
are pregnant with moſt famous inſtances of 
the patience of the Saims, under ſuch tor- 


neſs to inflict, much leſs the patience to en- 
Eure. But *tis a tried rule,than which none 
' no2e cerfajn, that God never calls his 
people to any ſuffering, but he will be = 
Eo hent 


ments, as ordinary men have not the hardi- ' 
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them; to enable them fo bear if, But, leaſt. 3 
you ſhould think, that the examples are all 

of the ſtronger ex, T ſhall mencion only a 
few(whereas [| coutd many more)of the iin- 
Sularexamples of Womens patience, tn fuch 

pains,as do,I think,equal the pains in rravel., 

© Blandina, a chriſtian woman, being #,6h.E-:t. 

brought before the Heathen Judges,for the HiP.. 1is. 5. 
Faith of Chriſt, when asall her friends quak- £2 + 
ed for fear,leaſt,at the time of her anſwer 

©( by reaſon of the frailry of the Fleſh ) ſhe 

<honld not be conſtant;ſhe was ſo repleniſh- 

ed With grace from above,that the Execu- 

©tioners which zgrpented her by turns from 

© morning to night, fainted for wearjneſs,and. 

© ceaſed; confeſſing themſelves overcome, 

©& that they were nolonger able to plague 

Cher with any more puniſhments, wondring. 

© that ſhe yet drew breath having her whole 

body rent in peices,anid the wounas open: They 
<onfeſling withal that one of theſe torments 

&was fufficient to coft her her life, much 

<more ſomany andſo great. Bur this bleſſed 
*woman(like a noble wreſtler) wasreneweg. 

© at her confeſſion ; for as often as ſhe ſaid, / 

4M ACHRISTLAN, ſhewas refreſhed, 

and felr no pain of her-puniſhment. 

© Potamiena, a chaſt and moſt beautiful Ze. !it. 

© Virgin having ſuffered infinitely, for the *' © 7? 
(Faith of Chriſt ; laſt of all, after great and 
©rievons torments,terribletobe ſpoken of toge-, 
her with her Mother A/arcella, was burned 
BY M 3 with 
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< with fire. Her body was firſt curely tor: 
© mented with ſcourges,and afterwards boyling 


| Epitch powred #pon her from the crown of ber 


© head to the ſole of her feet; © © 


Fuſh. 1.6. © Quinta, for refuſing their Idols, bad her 


Cap. 40. 


JTÞidem. 


Enſeb, lth. 


$-cap-25- 


* feet bound together, and by them r74iled & 
upg'd along the ſtreets, which were paved with 


ſharp tones; & being beaten againſt Milſtones,, 


t and ſorely [courged, ſhe was brought to the 
+ Place of Execution and there put to death, 

© Mercurea,anhoneſt Matron,and Dionyſea,,. 
ta very fruitful woman for childbearing(which 


© ons, after they has (4: plagrevhgat they 


©-were paſt, all [enſe andfeeling,they were be- 
* headed with the ſwprd.But Ammonarien a 
* holy Virgin paſſed them all, notably endu-. 


© ring all kind of tormene,ſaith the Author. * 


{Theodoſia,a modeſt chriſtian Maid of Tyrms. 
© not ſully eighteen years old,came to ſome 
* chriſtian priſoners, who wete at their try- 


cal, to comfor; them, ' and was: forthwir 


« haled by the catchpoles before their Jadg, 


+ who preſentſy ſcoxrged ber bare ſiges with 
© bitter and grievers laſhes; renting with the 
«© whip her white breaſts aud tender | amp the 
$ bare bones. Atlengrh this holy Virgin icarce 
© breathing,” yet parient enough for all theſe 


« 


{hers drowned,” © © 
> : 0) A Z& 5 «465 * 


+ puniſhmevrs ; "was thrown into the Sea, and 


Ld 


*Children notwithſtanding ſhe preferred not be- 
fore the Lord ) when they had confounded, 
*che Judge, which uſed all kind of perſwaſt-, 


 TEmnna- 


p08 Exnarbas l chrigian Viegia was crmelly 16 
$ ſeourged and tormented, and patiently bear- 
bin if was barned quick. 

r have ſet down thele memorable inſtan- 
ces in the very wards of the Hiſtorian, and: 
I fay the pains there mentioned are ſuch as 
da well nigh equal the pangs of travel, 


Bu thoſe bleſſed women ſuffered for God and Object, 


therefore had both his aſſiſt ance and accep- 
tance. But my pains are the meer fruit of ſin, . 
and of the curſe. And therefore what are theſe 
enſt ances to the purpoſe} What ds they CoNCern 
women in travel ? 

AllaMlitions of whatever kind are the 
fruic gf ſia. 'Tis fin, that cauted the enmir! 
inthe leed of the Serpent againſt the ſeed of 
the Woman, 'Tis by {in,that we are born 1g 
rrouble,are of few ayes and full of evil. Tis 
fin that fiils the creature wich vaaity, ynder - 
which the wholeCreation 8roans and travels in 
ps together until now. S\n is the Mother and 

yrſe of our mileries.So-that if ir be a ſuff- 
cient reaſon for you ta be dejeRed and im- | 
patient under your pains, . bzcauſe they are 
the fruit of ſin,then there is the lik>xeafon 
for every afflicted perſon to complgin and 
delpond,and refuſe robe comforted,evenMar- 
tyrs thejn(elves ; for nocrols could befall: us 
in life, nor any violent death have been in- 
flicted upon us, if fin bad not made lp-wide 
a gap, at Which all calamities doenter upon 
ns. Hence it is, that the Church did alway 

M 4 : ACKNQW«. 


Marlins -, ed for the Chriſtian religion. "And when her 
£oc, con. Phiris of travel were'vpbn her,ſhe cryed out 


Z 


Ve | 's | 
; 16 
s , I. 
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acknowledge 1 Gods Juſtice i in al-the evils 
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that came upon them. ' Arid'the Emperopr 
Mauritius, when bloody Villains came and 
kil'd his wife' and children before his face, 
and'then came to murther him alſo, uttered 
no other words but theſe; R:ghteobs art thou, 
O Lord,and juſt are thy judgments. | 
But the main thing you ſpeak of, where- 


in they had the advantage, 'is this ;that they 


ſuffered for God,and 1o do not you. 


: That this/ apprehenſion ſhould be in the 
mind of any good: wornen now, | the leſs 
wonder, becaulc I find that Sabina a Roman 


Lady, being great with child, was impriſon- 


with extreme pain (asother women :) Says 
the Jaylor, if thou cryeſt out thus now, how 


wilt-thou do a few dayes hence to 'endure. 


burning at'the ſtake ? To which ſhe anſwer- 
ed, Now I ſuffer as'a - woman the puniſh- 
ment of my fin, but thet I ſhall not ſuffer, 
but Chriſt ſhall "ſuffer i wir me. 

Butler me tell you, chat veither the puniſh. 
ment, beirnever {0 bitter, nor the cauſe, be 


ic neverſo good, do'make a compleat Mar- 


ryr'withour Patience. If this patience be wan- 
ting,thar they be unquiet, murmuring 8 cla- 
morous ufider the hand'of God, I doubr they 
ſhalt nottbe 16 ſoon candhized i in Heaven a 
here upon Earth. Their ſufferings are not ac: 
Fepueo if not Fpatieuty' endured. Theydo _ 
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 dieto the*Lord, unleſs they lay down their 1" 
fives, and offer themſelves a willing facrir 
fice;dying out of love to God, not our of un- 
willing ſubjection to the violence of Man. 
| Want of Patience, ſhews want both of 
Faith and Love. Andif we want theſe, we 
are but as ſounding braff and tinkling Cymbals. 
If there be any thing we keep framGod, and 
 refign not up all readily and intirely to him; 
we give him nothing, but we love ſome- 
thing more than him. But if we part with'a 
little willingly, if we be chearful givers f 
qur money to the needy,and honour the Lord 
with our ſubſtance,this is thayk-worthy with- 
God, becauſe *ris ſuppoſed chat the mortified? 
mind is alike ready, when God:requires'ir, 
to part withthe whole for Chriſt. _ 
"The ſameprinciple(ifa right principle act 
us ) that iriclines us to give a pexny, muſt 
prompr us allo to yield up all,ever life zt ſelf, 
when God requires it. And where there is 
this habitual forſaking of all” in affetion, 
out of acknowledgment of God's right to 
all we have, this mental reſolution'is with 
God interpretative Martyrdom, So then ob- 
ſerye, that in all our Actions or Sufferings 
for God, ' we muſt not lay ſo much ſtrefs on'y,, por 
the thing it Telf, as the principle, and end ec cauſa 
aimed at by the doer or ſufferer: God always ſtd patien- 
accepts the will for thedeed(when impoſſibili- 9 Jac 
ries are the only bars to our performance ) **"Y 
but he never accepts the moſt coftly a5}tons or 


ſtrings without @ willing mind, _ The 
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with any natural or adventitious malad Ya 
pained with any hurtful,or accidental caty- 
alty,when we ſuffer any loſs in our Eſtates, 
or torments in our fleſh; if then our paticxces 
have its perfett work.af we ſubmir to the will 
of God, and lye down under his hand, as 
Iſaac under the hand of Abraham,truſting in 
by name,and ſaying, with 7ob, though he k:ll 
me,yet mill I truſt tn him;if we bear all cheer- 
fully,out of obedience to Him, who diſpoſes 
and {anCtifies all to his people: this is accept- 
able wich God,ebisss ſuffering for God,this is 
Llorifying God inthe fire;and the Spirit of God 
. and of glory ſhall reſt upon ſuch. ID 
| Ido notqueſtion bur the admirable pati- 
ence and conſtancy of Mr. Whittaker, (that 
famous Miniſter of Chriſt in Saurhwark) who 


Stone, wich which he was tormented to death, 
did ' yet ſilence all complaints of the fleſh, 
and nor ſuffer a groan without .recalling jt 
to paſs from him ; ſtill bleſſing and praiſing 
God,and lo enduring to his af, to the aſto-. 
niſhment of all beholders: I ſay,I doubr not 
but his incredible patience, wherein princi- 
ples of grace did - {appreſs the cryes of nq- 
ture, was as acceptable to Gog as the more 
famed ſufferings of thoſe that were cut off 
by the hand of cryel men. Precious in the 


Gght of the Lord is the death of his Saints, 


eipecizlly thar death that gives moſt wr 
| of 


. The upſhot of all isthis,that if we are ſick 


in the midſt of moſt accute pains from the 
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of their precious faith and perfeQt patience., * 73 
| Therefore lift wp the hands that bang down, 
and the feeble knees,& be not wearied nor faint 
in your minds, remembring that zf you this 
ſuffer in obedience to him,you ſuffer for him, 0&2 
may lay hold therefore of Gods promiſes tq 
the afflicted, which do equally concern yog 
with any other ſufferers. RR 
Again,you have (trange examples amon 
the Papiſts, what the women of that ſect wil 
inflict on their own tender bodies, in their. 
times of pennance. Take byc one inſtance : 
© Elizabeth, Dutcheſs of Tur ajne,was wont, Syalatheyſ; 
<at certain times, to provide. moſt cruel 4s. 3. c. 
© ſcourges, and , taking three or four of hex 19+ 129: 
* maids with her, ſhur her ſe}f into her clo- | 
© ſet,and gave to each of them a ſcourge 19 
* their hands, and ſtripping her ſelf naked 
© commanded them to lay hex on with lufty 
* ſtripes;and this ſhe endured with ſuch wit 
©ling patience,that ſhe would never groan or 
cry -u#7der their laſhes, Now if thale delicate 
Ladies can ſa patiently bear any (the moſt 
unmerciful ) chaſtiſements they lay upon 
themielves, how much more ſhould you 
bear the chaſtiſement of yoar heavenly Fa- 
ther, who is not inſenſible of the ſmart he 
puts youto, and will not be .unmindful ;# 
Live you an expetted end, Ty y? 
Conſider further, how gracions our God is. Fo 
in his readineſs ro ſupport his people under. = 
all affliction: *I haye read of one (a) Theo: $9r-Schol, 2 
- of ks | es | dorm 3:6 161.4 
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© dorus a Martyr put to extreme torments,' 
©by Julian the Apaſtate, and diſmiſſed again 
*by him, when they ſaw himſo invincible. 


; 3) nag; *The hiſtorian fayes (6) he mer wich this 
SK? 


Eccleſ. *Martyr a long time afcer and asked him, 
*#* © how he could bear ſuch anſufferable pains, 

the anſwered;chat at firſt it was grievons,but 

© afger a while there ſeemed to ſtand by him 

*z young man in white, who with a ſoft hand- 

© kerchief wiped off the ſwear from his ho-' 

© dy, and bad him be of good cheer:infomuch 
©that it was @ puniſhment, rather than a plea- 

& ſare, to be taken from off the rack,ſith when 

the Tormenters 'had done, 7 Angel was 

$oue: Thus when our friends can do little 

or us, God catffend his Angels who excellin 
Frengeb,to ſuggeſt comfort, & miniſter help 
0 us. But kowever,he himſelf will always be 

with us,to make our beds in our ſickneſs,to ſup- 

port our tyred, bodies with his everlaſting 

Arms,and tduphold our ſouls with his free Spi- 
1;t. Thus our Saviour promiſes to all hispeo-. 
ple in whatever condition they be;! will nor 
leave you comfortleſs,but I'will come unto you, 

| Yea God will be not only 7i2þ you, but 
eareful for you inthe hour of your extremi- 

ty,to layno more upon you than youſhall be able' 

m_ - | 4 
There was an hoſt of Angels,near enough; 

though the Prophet's man could not pre-. 
ſently fee them. There was a ſacrifice at 

hand, though 7/2ac, at prefent, ſaw — | 
Bs 2a ur 
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bat death before him. Hagar, when her bot- ... ,.- = 
tle of water was ſpent,/are down and wepr,(as Gen. 246 © 
if utterly undone) her proviſion and her pa- '7 | 
tience, her bottle and ber hope were bath * 
out together : Yet there was upon the very 
place tufficient lupply, though ſhe did nos 
perceive it, till her eyes were opened: when 
therefore your bodily eyes ſhall look round 
abour, and ſee your friends mourning and 
taking en,leaving you as hopelels ;and you 
cannot ſee any one among them of whom 

you can ſay,that fer ſon is able to help me: yet 
with the eye of your faith you may ſee him = 
who is ihviſible,ſt anding at your right hand, & Plal. 50. Y 
ready and able to deliver you,when it comes 3® : 
even to the moſt deſperate extremity. 
| The Poets have ſeigned aſtory of Pandora, Cel. Rhe« 
© that ſhe had a box given her, fraught and 4i2- Y&- 
© ſiuffed with all the miſeries that might be, — 

© only, Hope was plac'd in the bottom. Epime- | 

© chews raſhly opening ir,a ſwarm of miteries 

© flew about his ears, which he perceiving 

© clapt the coyer on the box again with all 

© poſſible ſpeed,and ſo with mucts ado (ws 

thope ſuting in the bottom. Thus by the heed- 

leſs folly of the firſt Woman, a whole army 

of miſeries hath invaded the world, and ma- 

ny ſorrows have been inflited upon travel- 

ling women. Bur bleſſed be God,that hath 
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yerleft us-hope,that anchir of the ſoul,both ſure Pſa. 32.11% _ 
and ſt edf aſt. Let us therefore keep our hope, 147. 11.4. 
tn all extremities, yea againſt hope believe in Hed. 641 Y 


hope 
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* Rom 4- hope as Ab | 
8  dgerour afflitions, as thoſe that have hope to- 
wardsGod. Refoyring in hope, patient in tribula- 
thor, contmuing 5 hob in prayer : For God 
doth often delay his mercies;that he may ex- 
ercife theſe graces in us. As foitte teport of 
the Lyonneſs that ſhe leaves the young whelps 
fo long, til they have a/moft killed themſelves 
with roaring and yelfing, and ther ſhe comes 
and relieves them, by which means they be- 
come the more couragous,and the more pa- 
tient of hunger. Thas God leaves Sarah to be 
childleſs; Ha7mah to mourn in bitterneſs of 
Soul for want of children ; Elizabeth to be 
called barren 3 Rachel to kill her ſelf almoſt 
with fretting for want of children. He leaves 
Jo 5.14, 9 onah three days and three nights 7 rhe 
| 2. * bellyof Hell,makes Fob childleſs,leaves him 
© bf. 28.2.5, Comfortleſs and belpleſs,as to any longer life; 
' 39125 Jeaves Heman free among the dead,and David 
AR.1 7-20. groaning and roaring under intolerable evils. 
_ * Hinc col- Yea the tribes of Facob to be as ſo manyedry 
+ _ ; bones; Lazarus to be ſtinking in the grave; 
Piper” Dorcas to bedead and lamented; And all hope 


A fatere vos, 


| gi eſti- that they ſhould be ſaved,was gone, from thoſe 


l Eeefenti 'Z fay,chusGod leaves his people under preſſing 
s fatu. Atqui boc vitium ſere +. 9" nobis a naturd, & 0ccu- 
= pat ſinſus owes noftros -hinc tanta diffidentia 3 &+ hinc fit ut omnes 
* Da proviilones apud nos frigeant. Nam cum Iews aliquid promit- 
it, 'cirturiſpicimus quomodo fieri voſſit, &* fs mentes noſtre non com- 
* Sm odunt midum & rationem, repudiamus quicquid profectum ef ex 
wore Dei, &-;. Galvin, in Jerem. 31. 85 p. 2453+ 


Abraham » did. And carry our ſelves uh 


mnt Di that were in the ſhip with the Apoſtles: * F_ 


cakes | 


calamities attd dqppearances of nothing 
deſtruction, -that he may the rhore glorifie 
himſelf,arid'comfort them in cheir deliver- 
ance and falvationatlaſt; Therefore ſeeipg 
the times and feafons are in his hand, and he 
hath mae every thing beautiful inits ſeaſon, 
What is mote becoming than to wait his 
_ time,as the hnsband-man patiently expetts the 
time of harveſt, the Mariner wairs for 
wind and tide;zand the watch-man waits for 
the approach of the day? And though it may 
comero a criticatextremity,yet in rhe/Hount. 
of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. Fe” 
' But todraw to a concluſion. - Above all. 
things labour before this hour come to lay hold 
on Chriſt, by Faith, and then you will have 
the like comfoft with that good woman in 
the Marian perſecution, who being brought 
| before Bonner, and tried concerning het 
faith,he threatned, that he would take away 
her husband; fasth ſhe, Then Chriſt ſhall be my. 
husband, | will take away thy Child; ſhe an- 
ſwered,Chriſt is better to me than ten Sons.; | 
vill rip thee of all thy ourward comforts ; 
Yeagbut Chriſt is mine, ſaid ſhe,and you cannot” 
ftrip me of him. So let this fettle and eſtabliſh 
your mind, if Chriſt be yours all i3 yours, as 

ar as ſhall be for your good. Though your 
travel may perhaps.take away all ftrengrit 
from you, yet ir cannot takes away Chriſt, 
though it may coſt perhaps the life of the __ 

child to ſave your lifr, yea houghgs hoe . 
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=” . Hoft Hour life allo; yer till Chriſt is yours) 
= and therefore Death is yours, So: that if 
| God ſee it good for you, for your family; 
and relations; that you ſhould live longer, 
he can command deliverance for you; if other- 
wile, yet geodss the word of the Lord. Where- 
fore keep faſt hold of Chriſt by faich ; and 
then though you paſs through the valley of the 
(hadow of death, you nced fear nd evil, for |} 
when your voice fails you, the Lord will 
hear thoſe groans that canitor be mg : 
when your eyes fail you, the Loyd will be a 
light unto you ; when your fleſh and your heart 
faileth, God ſhall be the ſtrength of your 
heart, and your portion for ever. | 
To him I leave you. He ſupply in you by 
his own grace, whatever is defective in 
theſe directions and helps I have given. 
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tak. 1.46; , 45d bleſſed is ſhe that believeth, for there 
 B ſhallbe a performance of thoſe things that were 
told her from the Lord. 


Lothis,we haveſcarched it, ſoit 15,hear it g 


© and know thau it for. thy good. Job. 5.27. 


If any Reader find any good by ity 
Give glory to God, 
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